
Special Meeting Notice, Agenda and Participation Protocols 
 

Special Electronic Meeting Pursuant to Paragraph 1 of Executive Order 7B 
 

Hamden Legislative Council 
Monday, March 30, 2020 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
THIS MEETING WILL BE A 100% ELECTRONIC MEETING 

 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT MEMORIAL TOWN HALL WILL BE CLOSED 

PURSUANT TO THE GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS 7B and 7D 
 

Join from your computer, tablet or smartphone 
 

https://zoom.us/j/223320315?pwd=YVJWZXl1VmQzZGZwQVppMGVFSk5LQT09 
 

Meeting ID: 223 320 315 
Password: 019935 

 
You can also dial in using your phone: 

 
United States: +1 (646) 558-8656 

Meeting ID: 223 320 315 
 

1.  Call to Order/Taking of the Roll 
 

2.  Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence 
 

3.  Public Comment Session (Three  
 

4.  Special Meeting Agenda:  
 
(a) Suspension of Rules to Consider Resolution Author-

ized by Executive Orders #7B, 7C and &I, during the 
pendency of the Public Health and Civil Preparedness 
Emergency declared by the Governor on March 10, 
2020 [Requires a vote of 2/3rds of the members pre-
sent and voting under §14(a) of the Standing Rules]. 
 

(b) Resolution Pertaining to a Modified Calendar for the 
FY 2020-2021 General and Capital Fund Budgets Au-
thorized by Executive Orders #7B, 7C and 7I [Re-
quires a vote of 2/3rds of the members present and vot-
ing under §14(a) of the Standing Rules]. 

 
5.  Executive Session, if necessary 

 
6.  Adjournment 

 

https://zoom.us/j/223320315?pwd=YVJWZXl1VmQzZGZwQVppMGVFSk5LQT09


Participation Protocols: 
A Message from Legislative Council President McGarry 

 
During this unprecedented public health crisis, Hamden’s Legislative Council meetings, and 
Budget Deliberations, will take place electronically, via a program called Zoom. 
 
Governor Lamont and Mayor Leng have instituted several Executive Orders and Emergency 
Protocols to limit public gatherings, yet still provide for public participation in state and local 
municipal meetings.  Our Town Attorneys and Counsel to the Legislative Council have worked 
hard this past week to ensure that the Legislative Council Practices adhere to the 
requirements of the Governor’s Executive Orders and our Town Charter. 
 
We all wish to keep our friends and neighbors health and safe, so we thank you for your 
patience in dealing with these changes in our practices and procedures. 
 

Please use these guidelines to view and participate in Legislative Council meetings: 
 

 Members of the public should use the link above in order to access the Special Meet-
ing of the Hamden Legislative Council for Monday March 30, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. 

 

 Meetings may be accessed through a computer, smartphone, phone, or tablet. 
 

 Future meetings and budget deliberations will have new links to follow to gain access 
to the meetings.  Meetings will also be live streamed on the Legislative Council Face-
book page.  People wishing to view the meeting may do by viewing on the Facebook 
page or using Zoom to access the meeting. 

 

 If you wish to speak during the Public Comment session of a council meeting, it will be 
necessary to use Zoom.  To join the queue for public input, use the chat feature on 
Zoom to type, “your name and address” and you will be recognized during Public 
Comment.  For those of you participating by the dial-in only, you may submit your 
name and written comments prior to 6:00 P.M. on March 30 as follows:  

 
krenta@hamden.com.   

 
Your comments will be read and shall not exceed three minutes in duration. 
 

 If you would like there is a tutorial video at the following link that will assist in your par-
ticipation https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203650445-In-Meeting-Chat 
 

 The chat feature will only be seen by the Host of the Zoom meeting, and after the pub-
lic input session of the meeting the chat feature will be closed.  If you are having 
problems on Zoom, please use the dial-in number. 
 

cc: All Department Heads 
 Mayor’s Office 
 Town Clerk 
 

mailto:krenta@hamden.com
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203650445-In-Meeting-Chat


RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO A MODIFIED 
CALENDAR FOR THE FY 2020-2021 GENERAL AND 

CAPITAL FUND BUDGETS AUTHORIZED BY 
EXECUTIVE ORDERS 2020-7C AND 7I 

 

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the Governor of the State of Connecticut (“Governor”) 
declared a public health emergency and civil preparedness emergency for the State of 
Connecticut, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Sections 19a-131 and 28-9, in 
response to the global pandemic of COVID-19 disease associated with a novel 
coronavirus that is currently affecting multiple countries and states; and 
 
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States (“President”) 
declared a national emergency to combat the coronavirus that is currently infecting the 
population of the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, the effects the transmission of COVID-19 has resulted in the spread of 
infections in Connecticut and throughout the country, as well as resulting in shortages of 
personal protective equipment and other supplies that could jeopardize public safety 
and civil preparedness; and 
 
WHEREAS, in response to the issuance of declarations of a public health emergency 
and civil preparedness emergency by the Governor he has issued a series of Executive 
Orders setting for the law governing the conduct of the business of state and municipal 
government during the period of the emergency; 
 
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order No. 7B (“EO 
7B”), paragraph 1 of which suspends all statutes, charter provisions, ordinances and 
regulations mandating open meetings in order “…to permit any public agency to meet 
and take such actions authorized by the law without permitting or requiring in-person, 
public access to such meetings, and to hold such meetings or proceedings remotely by 
conference call, videoconference or other technology” (‘Electronic Meetings1”); and, 

 
WHEREAS, on March 15, 2020 the Governor issued Executive Order No. 7C, 
paragraph 5 (“EO 7C”) of which extended “all budget deadlines for the preparation of 
the municipal budget” for the FY 2020-2021 “that falls on any date prior to and including 
May 15, 2020 are extended by thirty (30) days”; 
 
WHEREAS, EO 7C permits the Legislative Council to “alter or modify the schedules and 
deadlines pertaining to the preparation and submission of a proposed budget and the 
deliberation or actions on said budget” by the legislative body including any required 
public hearing(s), publication, referendum or final budget adoption: and, 
 
WHEREAS, EO 7C postpones all submission dates as set forth in Chapter X of the 
Charter of the Town of Hamden until such time as the legislative body approves said 
modified scheduled and deadline consistent with the thirty (30) day extension; and, 



RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO A MODIFIED CALENDAR FOR THE FY 2020-2021 
GENERAL AND CAPITAL FUND BUDGETS AUTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE 
ORDERS 2020-7C AND 7I 
 

WHEREAS, on March 21, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order No. 7I, 
paragraph 13 (“EO 7I”) of which dispenses with any in-person voting requirements 
(including referenda and town meetings requiring in-person votes) for purposes of 
adopting 2020-2021 fiscal year municipal budgets and setting the mill rate; in effect 
conferring final responsibility on the “budget-making authority” of the town to adopt a 
budget and set a mill rate, which roles are allocated by the Charter to the Legislative 
Council and the Mayor; and,  
 
WHEREAS, EOs 7C and 7I do not alter or modify the control of line-items that fall 
squarely within the authority of the Board of Education budget and, thus, the Board of 
Education should comply with all submission requirements pertaining to budget 
deadlines adopted by the municipality;  and, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED pursuant to paragraph 5 of 
Executive Order 7C, the Legislative Council of the Town of Hamden hereby sets forth 
the following modified schedule and deadline for the submission, deliberation and final 
action on the Town Budget for FY 2020-2021, which meetings shall be conducted in 
accordance with the requirements noticed in accordance with EO 7B ¶1: 
 

1.  April 6, 20202  Electronic Special Meeting of the Legislative 
Council3, at which time the Mayor shall transmit the 
Proposed Town Budget to the Legislative Council 
(Charter §§10-2.A and D)4 and present his proposal 
to the Council and the public5.   
 

2.  TBD Electronic Special Meeting of the Legislative 
Council Re – Budget Deliberations6.  
 

3.  May 14, 20207 Notice of one or more electronic public 
hearing(s) 8 on the Proposed Town Budget, as set 
forth in Charter9. 
  

4.  Not later than 
May 20, 202010 

Electronic Public Hearing(s) of the Legislative 
Council, at which time any elector or taxpayer may 
have an opportunity to be heard11. 
 

5.  TBA Following the public hearings, at the ongoing 
Electronic Meeting of the Council12. 
  

6.  Not later than 
June 5, 202013 

Electronic Special Meeting of the Legislative 
Council, noticed in accordance with EO 7B ¶1 for 
the purpose of adopting the Proposed Town Budget 
(“Adopted Town Budget”) at which time the Council 
may fix the tax rate, in accord with Charter §10-3.B 
and B(1).  



RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO A MODIFIED CALENDAR FOR THE FY 2020-2021 
GENERAL AND CAPITAL FUND BUDGETS AUTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE 
ORDERS 2020-7C AND 7I 
 

 

 

 
Final Action I.  In the event the Council fails to 
adopt a Town budget, the Proposed Town Budget as 
originally submitted by the Mayor shall be deemed to 
be the “Town Budget Ordinance” and the Mayor shall 
have the right to fix the tax rate, as set forth in 
Charter §10-3.B(2). 

 

7.  Not later than 
June 10, 2020 or 
within five days 
after Council 
action, 
whichever is 
earlier14 
 

Council shall transmit Adopted Town Budget 

8.  Not later than 
June 20, 2020 or 
within fifteen 
days after 
Council 
transmittal, 
whichever is 
earlier15 
 

 Final Action II: Final Action on the Adopted 
Town Budget occurs in the event the Mayor 
shall (a) approves; or (b) fail to take action 
(Charter §10-4.A (1) (a) and (b)). 
 

 Veto. (Charter §10-4.A (1) (c)). 
 

9.  Not later than 
June 25, 2020 or 
within fifteen 
days after 
transmittal of the 
Mayor’s Veto, 
whichever is 
earlier16 
 

Electronic Special Meeting of the Legislative 
Council - Final Action III:  Legislative Override 
of Mayoral Veto.   
 

 Override:  Adopted Town Budget shall be 
effective, Charter §10-4.A (2) (a). 

 

 Sustain: Proposed Town Budget shall be 
effective, Charter §10-4.A (2) (b). 

 

10.  Within 24 Hours 
of Any Final 
Action, at the 
latest June 26, 
2020 
 

Public Notice of Final Action shall be provided, 
as set forth in Charter §10-4A.(4) 

11.  21st day after 
Public Notice 

Effective Date, as set forth in Charter §10-4A.(3) 



RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO A MODIFIED CALENDAR FOR THE FY 2020-2021 
GENERAL AND CAPITAL FUND BUDGETS AUTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE 
ORDERS 2020-7C AND 7I 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED pursuant to paragraph 13 of 
Executive Order 7I, the provisions of Charter Section 10-5 are hereby suspended for the 
deliberations pertaining to the adoption of the Town budget for FY 2020-2021. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED pursuant to paragraph 1 of Executive 

Order 7B, the Legislative Council of the Town of Hamden shall comply with all requirements 

pertaining to notice including, but not limited to notice and posting on the website of the Town all 

submission items at least twenty-four hours prior to the public meeting for which the item has 

been submitted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO A MODIFIED CALENDAR FOR THE FY 2020-2021 
GENERAL AND CAPITAL FUND BUDGETS AUTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE 
ORDERS 2020-7C AND 7I 
 

END NOTES 
                                                           
1 Under Executive Order 7B Electronic Meetings are subject to the following: (a) The public shall 
have the ability to view or listen to each meeting or proceeding in real time, by telephone, video, 
or other technology; (b) Any such meeting or proceeding shall be recorded or transcribed, and 
such recording or transcript shall be posted on the Town's website within seven (7) days of the 
meeting or proceeding, and made available within a reasonable time in the Town Clerk’s office; 
(c) The required notice and agenda for each meeting or proceeding is posted on the agency's 
website and shall include information about how the meeting will be conducted and how the 
public can access it; (d) Any materials relevant to matters on the agenda, including but not 
limited to materials related to specific applications, if applicable, shall be submitted to the 
agency a minimum of twenty four (24) hours prior and posted to the agency's website for public 
inspection prior to, during, and after the meeting, and any exhibits to be submitted by members 
of the public shall, to the extent feasible, also be submitted to the agency a minimum of twenty-
four (24) hours prior to the meeting and posted to the agency's website for public inspection 
prior to, during, and after the meeting; and, (e) All speakers taking part in any such meeting or 
proceeding shall clearly state their name and title, if applicable, before speaking on each 
occasion that they speak 
2 In lieu of the charter mandated date of March 18. 
3  Said meeting shall be noticed in accordance with EO 7B ¶1 and, by virtue of approval of this 
Resolution, in suspension of the Standing Rules of the Hamden Legislative Council (“Standing 
Rules”) pertaining to public comment. 
4 Note: Transmittal shall include the contents of the general fund required by Charter §10-2.B 

and the proposed program of Capital Expenditures for the ensuing year and for five fiscal years 
thereafter, as required by Charter §10-2.C 
5 Note: Electronic transmittal shall be made to the (1) Town Clerk for public availability and (2) 
Clerk and Members of the Council as per the Charter and in accordance with the requirements 
of the Executive Order.  Furthermore, under normal circumstances the Mayor must make the 
Proposed Town Budget available for public inspection (Town Clerk, Library, etc.), as set forth in 
Charter §10-2.D and should do his best to accomplish this in the event the buildings are open to 
the public; however, the Mayor is obligated to publish the documents through electronic means 
as mandated by EO 7B. 
6 The budget Special Meeting shall be noticed in accordance with EO 7B ¶1 and suspension of 
the Standing Rules pertaining to public comment, for the purpose of on-going budget 
deliberations with department heads and other Town officials.  In accord with custom of the 
Council, this continuous meeting shall be recessed to a time certain or in accordance with a 
schedule of meetings which shall be publicly released in accordance with appropriate notice 
requirements of the Executive Order. 
7 In lieu of the charter mandated date of “on or before” April 25 (Charter §10-3.A (1)). 
8 Said public hearing shall be noticed in accordance with EO 7B ¶1 pertaining to electronic 
meetings. 
9 See, Charter, §10-3.A (1). The Council must make available on the Town website for general 
distribution Proposed Town Budget, including BOE budget in detail, including proposals for 
revenue and expenditures, comparative figures for the current fiscal year and amount to be 
raised by taxation, in accordance with Charter §10-3.A(2).  That provision is consistent with the 
Executive Order. 
10 In lieu of the charter mandated date of “not later than” May 1 (Charter §10-3.A)). 
11 In accordance with Charter §10-3.A.  
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12The Council “…may add or increase programs and amounts and may delete or decrease 
programs or amounts except no expenditures required by law or debt service may be 
decreased,” in accordance with Charter §10-3.A(3). 
13 In lieu of the charter mandated date of “not later than” May 17 (Charter §10-3.B)). 
14 In lieu of the charter mandated date of “not later than” May 22 (Charter §10-4.A)). 
15 In lieu of the charter mandated date of “not later than” June 1 (Charter §10-4.A (1)). 
16 In lieu of the charter mandated date of “not later than” June 10 (Charter §10-4.A (2) (a)). 


