
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 

 

TOWN OF HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 
POLICE COMMISSION 

 
Hamden Government Center 

 2750 Dixwell Avenue 

 Hamden, Connecticut 06518 
Tel: 203287-7070 

Fax: (203) 287-7075 

   

 
Agenda: The Police Commission, Town of Hamden, will hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday, 

July 15, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom Meeting (Web link below)  

 

https://zoom.us/j/95746559270?pwd=M2Fld1RxWnRNc3ZOQWJHT09uVmFpdz09  

Password: 144733 

 

All public comments regarding action items only may be emailed to the Police Commission 

email at hpc@hamden.com 

  

The following topics will be discussed:  

 

1. Call to order/Roll Call 

2. Approval of minutes of February 19th 2020, (please note March, April, May and June 

meetings were cancelled).  

3. Report of the Chairman  

4. Public comments on agenda action items 

5. Correspondence 

6. Department Report 

7. Review of department activity  

8. Executive Session  

9. Adjournment 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95746559270?pwd=M2Fld1RxWnRNc3ZOQWJHT09uVmFpdz09%20


Page 1 of 3  

TOWN OF HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 

POLICE COMMISSION 
  

Hamden Government Center  
 2750 Dixwell Avenue  

 Hamden, Connecticut 06518  
   

  
Tel: 203287-7070  

Fax: (203) 287-7075  

      
  
  
Minutes: The Police Commission, Town of Hamden, held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, 
February 19, 2020 at 5:30 PM, in room 107C, Hamden High School.  The following results:   
  
Commissioners in Attendance:                                                                             Michael Iezzi, Chair   

Cherlyn Poindexter  
Larry Esposito  

  
Staff in attendance:                                                                               Nancy Forvil, Substitute Clerk  

 
Others in attendance:                                                                           Chief of Police, John Cappiello  

Deputy Chief of Police John Sullivan 
Attorney Charles Teirnan   

  
  

1. Call to order/ Roll Call:   
  
Mr. Michael Iezzi, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. A roll call was conducted by the  
Commission Clerk, Nancy Forvil. Michael Iezzi, Chair, Cherlyn Poindexter, and Larry Esposito 
were present. Chief of Police, John Cappiello and Deputy Chief of Police John Sullivan were also 
present.   
  
2. Approval of Minutes of meeting of January 8, 2020,  
Commissioner Cherlyn Poindexter made a motion to approve the minutes of January 8, 2020. Larry 
Esposito seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
  
3. Public comments on agenda action items  
There were none 
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4. Correspondence-  
The agenda and all correspondence have been uploaded on the Police Commission website for the 
public. Chief Cappiello mentioned that the correspondences included thank you letters for donations 
and escorts made to the Hamden Animal Control. There was also information on the Gun Buyback 
Program by the Hamden Police Department.  
  
5. Department Report-   
There has been an increase in major crimes and motor vehicle infractions compared to 2019. There 
were three new hires that were sworn in on January 9th and are currently participating in field training 
program for another week or so until graduation.  
 
Question (Commissioner Cherlyn Poindexter) –  

1. Where in the report does in indicate where in Hamden are the motor vehicle infractions? Is 
there a break down on where the infractions are located? (North, South East West)  

2. Can we receive a break down on locations where people are getting motor vehicles tickets? I 
would like a break down on age, sex and race.   

 
Response (Chief John Cappiello)-  

1. The department will work on providing a chart that will outline where the infractions are 
located.  
2. The State requires the department to track biographic information on all infractions. The data 
collected tracks age, race, sex and other biographic information. The department will look into 
providing this information. 

 
6. Old Business-  
There were none 
 
7. New Business-  

a) Review of 2020-2021 budget request for Police Department 
 

Response (Chief John Cappiello) - I would like to maintain what was requested in the budget for 
this year. We are currently requesting for two part time Training Assistants at (19 hours) a week for 
to assist with accreditation. The department is in need of second IT professional to assist in the IT 
department. The department is seeking grants and funding to launch “Youth Court” which is a 
diversion program from juvenile court. Youth court would accommodate youth with behavioral issues 
on the high school level. Currently, New Haven has implemented “Youth Court” and has been 
successful in keeping youth out of juvenile court. I have personally witnessed “Youth Court” and I 
would like to make arrangements for the commissioners to experience “Youth Court” at the Federal 
Court in New Haven in the evenings. It is pretty amazing on what takes place and I hoping to get the 
funding for the program this budget year. 
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Response (Chief John Cappiello)-  
1. Response from both Chief John Cappiello and Deputy Chief John Sullivan) Yes 
2. Response (Deputy Chief John Sullivan) - There is an additional $25.00 hourly for the use of a 
police cruiser if used. 
 

b) Set date for disciplinary hearing for Officer Stephen Phipps 
The date set for the disciplinary hearing for Officer Stephen Phipps is Thursday, February 
27th, 4:30pm, Commissioner’s Room, Hamden Police Department, 2900 Dixwell Avenue, 
Hamden, CT 06518  

 
8. Chairman’s Report 
Attorney Teirnan Devon Eaton sought an injunction to enjoin the commission from moving forward 
with discipline related to officer Easton’s conduct; the Judge granted the request relief enjoining the 
commission with any disciplinary proceedings.  An appeal was filed by the town of Hamden, 
represented by Littler Mendelson, the case in currently on appeal with the hope to reverse the 
judge’s decision in order to have a disciplinary hearing for Officer Stephen Phipps. The appellate 
court was scheduled to the 28th of February 2020 for a pre argument conference and that meeting 
will not result with a resolution. The case may move slowly in the system.  
 
Response (Chief John Cappiello) - Officer Eaton is on unpaid status until his case is resolved. 
 
Executive Session- 
There were none  
  
9. Review of Policies and Procedures- Review of the proposed pursuit policy has been uploaded for 
the public view. The town’s policy mirrors the state policy. The Chairman would like to see the 
town’s pursuit policy with further review and legal advice on the policy.  
 
10. Adjournment   
  
There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Esposito made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting.  Cherlyn Poindexter seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.  
  
The meeting adjourned at 5:55 P.M.  
  
Submitted by: _____________________________________________    

                Nancy Forvil, Clerk  
  



 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Patricia C Vener <vener@vener-art.com> 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:21 PM 

hpc Police 

Curt Leng; Sue Gruen; cappiello@hamden.com; hta Traffice 

Cancelling of Police Commission and Traffic Authority 

This email contains a link! 

This email contains a World Wide Web link. Use caution when following links as they could open malicious 
web sites. 

- He/pdesk

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open any 

attachments unless you recognize and contact the sender to verify the content is safe. 

Dear Members of the Police Commission and other relevant Parties, 

I understand that the Police Commission and Traffic Authority meetings have been cancelled. According to the 
Mayor's note, the chief "has been extremely busy?" Who hasn't? But that is not an acceptable reason for not holding 
much needed commission meetings. It can't be that hard to make up an agenda. You have heard for months (if not 
longer) what the people of this Town want addressed. Let's start with racism and the over militarism of the police 
department. Then there's the issue of SROs, and issues of padding the overtime to name a couple more agenda 
items. I am certain you have a list. Please stop this delaying tactic and schedule those meetings. 

Your last meeting was 19th of February. You need to meet! After all, the police are still working. Now they are 
working without oversight! That is unacceptable! After all, other town commissions have been able to hold their 
meetings via Zoom, (two examples are Legislative Council, and the Planning and Zoning commission). If you say 
that the clerk is unavailable, is there no one who can cover? What have you done in the past? 

Be aware that Town business and services such as trash pickup, street sweeping and others have been ongoing. 
And, as I said above, police are still working. I repeat, these two commissions need to get their act together and 
meet. Unless they feel their work is unimportant or irrelevant. 

Thank you for reading and taking heed. 

Sincerely 

Patricia C Vener-Saavedra 

Patricia C. Vener -- Dancer, Artist, Rogue Astronomer 203.787.8953 

Vist m Zazzle collection of face masks with m art on them! 

Fine Art and Handmade A t to Wea and Dis· a 

Subscribe to Patricia's eNewsletter 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Fiona Drenttel <fiona.drenttel@gmail.com> 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 4:01 PM 

hpc Police 

Why isn't the Hamden Police Commission meeting? 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open any attachments unless you 

recognize and contact the sender to verify the content is safe. 

Dear HPC, 

My name is Fiona Drenttel and I'm a Hamden resident. The last Hamden Police Commission meeting was 2/19/20. I see 

that the June meeting has been cancelled. Why are the police working but not meeting? We need accountability from 

our police force. 

Best, 

Fiona Drenttel 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Roxana Walker-Canton <akosuarox@sbcglobal.net> 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 3:35 PM 

hpc Police 

Commission Meetings 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open any attachments unless you 

recognize and contact the sender to verify the content is safe. 

Dear Members if the Hamden Police Commission, 

I am writing to express my disappointment with your lack of commitment to addressing issues regarding policing in and 

around Hamden and in our nation. I would like to know when you will hold your next meeting. It seems that you have 

not met since February and that you are cancelling the June meeting. Please correct me and forgive me if I am wrong. I 

would like to know why the commission has not presented a public statement regarding police brutality in the midst of 

all of the national protests after the public lynching of Mr. George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer while other 

police officers watched. Your silence, like the silence of the onlooking police officers, is part of the problem; silence 

becomes complicity in systemic policing culture that consistently breeds violence against black and brown people. I hope 

that each of you re-evaluates the reason that you are on the commission and ways that you can help the current 

situation. 

Sincerely, 

Roxana Walker-Canton 

Hamden Resident 

Sent from my iPhone 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Jesse Delia <jessedelia@gmail.com> 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:55 PM 

hpc Police 

Next Police Commission Meeting 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open any 

attachments unless you recognize and contact the sender to verify the content is safe. 

Hello, 

I'm reaching out as a concerned citizen of CT (Bethany) to find out when the next Hamden police commission meeting is. 

My understanding is that the last meeting was 2/19/20 and the June meeting has been cancelled. I would like to attend 

the next meeting remotely. Can you please let me know how I can participate in the next meeting? 

Thank you, 

Jesse Delia 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Rebecca Gilbert < gilbert.becca@gmail.com > 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:54 PM 

hpc Police 

Concerned resident 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open any 

attachments unless you recognize and contact the sender to verify the content is safe. 

To: Hamden Police Commission 

Regarding: Why the last meeting was so long ago on 2/19/20? and why is the June meeting cancelled? The police are 

working, so why aren't they meeting? 

From: Hamden taxpaying resident. 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Janina Tauro <jtauro.holisticpsych@gmail.com> 

Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:43 PM 

hpc Police 

Subject: Caution:This email originated and was tagged as SPAM from outside of the 

organization. Do not click links or open any attachments unless you recognize and 

contact the sender to verify the content is safe meeting ? 

Importance: Low 

This email contains a link! 

This emall contains a World Wide Web link. Use caution when following links as they could open malicious 
web sites. 

-He/pdesk

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open any 

attachments unless you recognize and contact the sender to verify the content is safe. 

why was your last meeting 2/19/20 and why is the june meeting cancelled? 
the police are working. why aren't you meeting? 
why haven't you released a statement condemning racist deadly force? 

Janina Tauro, LCSW 
Clinical Therapist 

973. 960. 9672

168 Bradley St., 1st. fl. 
New Haven, CT 06511 
===,,.,,.,_,>L..ll>,,,,,·ti�P-!\Y-Ch thcrap.)dk 
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