
TOWN OF HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 
POLICE COMMISSION 

Hamden Government Center 
 2750 Dixwell Avenue 

 Hamden, Connecticut 06518 
Tel: 203287-7070 

Fax: (203) 287-7075 

Agenda: The Police Commission, Town of Hamden, will hold a general regular meeting on 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom Meeting (Web link below)  

https://zoom.us/j/93513395054?pwd=dlZGQmVkdHo1VFNPZ1QyOVRjVExndz09 

Passcode: 975621 

Or iPhone one-tap :  
    US: +13126266799,,93513395054#,,,,,,0#,,975621#  or 
+16465588656,,93513395054#,,,,,,0#,,975621#  

Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 
669 900 9128  or +1 253 215 8782  
Webinar ID: 935 1339 5054 
Passcode: 975621 
    International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/admXsLHTMZ 

All public comments regarding action items only may be emailed to the Police Commission 
email at hpc@hamden.com 

The following topics will be discussed:  

1. Call to order/Roll Call

2. Approval of minutes of and July 15, 2020 and August 5, 2020

3. Report of the Chairman

4. Public comments on agenda action items

5. Correspondence

6. Department Report



7. Review of department activity

a. Review of the Hamden Police Department Organizational Chart

b. Review of Hamden Police Use of Force Policy & Medical Collection Disposal Program

Policy

8. Executive Session

9. Adjournment



TOWN OF HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 
POLICE COMMISSION 

Hamden Government Center 
 2750 Dixwell Avenue 

 Hamden, Connecticut 06518 
Tel: 203287-7070 

Fax: (203) 287-7075 

Meeting Minutes: The Police Commission, Town of Hamden, held a Regular Meeting on 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at 5:30 P.M. via Zoom Meeting. The following topics were discussed:  

Commissioners in Attendance: Chairman, Michael Iezzi   
Commissioner, Cherlyn Poindexter  
Commissioner, Mitchell Strickland 
Commissioner, Larry Esposito 

Staff in attendance:  Nancy Forvil, Clerk  

Others in attendance:  Chief of Police, John Sullivan
Attorney, Charles Tiernan 

1. Call to order/Roll Call

Chairman, Michael Iezzi called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. A roll call was conducted by 

the Commission Clerk, Nancy Forvil. Commissioners Cherlyn Poindexter, Mitchell Strickland 

and Larry Esposito were present. Chief of Police John Sullivan John, Town Attorney, Sue Gruen 

and Attorney Charles Tiernan were also present.  

2. Approval of minutes of February 19th 2020, (please note March, April, May and June

meetings were cancelled).  

Mitchell Strickland made a motion to approve the minutes of February 19, 2020. Larry 

Esposito seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor. 



3. Report of the Chairman

(Attorney, Charles Tiernan provided an update on the case of Officer Devin Eaton)  

Officer Devin Eaton's case is still pending in New Haven. The next court date is July 22, 2020. 

The case will proceed depending on how the court decides to handle pre-trials. The case may not 

move forward on that date. An appeal was filed to pursue disciplinary action against Officer 

Eaton. The town's brief was filed and now awaiting the response of the Union Attorney to file 

their responsive brief. Once the responses are docketed, arguments will be heard and the case 

will be decided. If the appellate court believes that Judge Blue acted inappropriately and reverses 

the decision, the town (Police Commission) will then have an opportunity to address any 

disciplinary actions.    

4. Public comments on agenda action items

a.) Patricia C. Verner- Concerns regarding the cancellation of Traffic and Police Commission 

meetings for March 2020 through June 2020 

b.) Fiona Drenttal- Concerns regarding the cancellation of Traffic and Police Commission 

meetings for March 2020 through June 2020 

c.) Roxana Walker- Canton- Concerns regarding policing measures in Hamden during national 

police protests and requesting Hamden Police public statement regarding police brutality.   

d.) Jesse Delia- Request to know next Police Commission meeting 

e.) Rebbecca Gilbert- Concerns regarding the cancellation of Traffic and Police Commission 

meetings for March 2020 through June 2020 

f.) Janina Tauro- Concerns regarding the cancellation of Traffic and Police Commission 

meetings for March 2020 through June 2020 

Chairman, Michael Iezzi response: Please excuse the delay on resuming the Police 

Commission meetings. The Commission was dealing with technical issues and figuring out zoom 

meeting procedures for all Commissions. All public comments have been heard by the 

Commission.  



5. Correspondence- 

(All correspondences have been uploaded for public viewing) 

6. Department Report 

    a.) Review of department activity  

7. Executive Session  

(There were none) 

8. Adjournment 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Mitchell Strickland made a motion to 
adjourn the Police Commission meeting. Commissioner Larry Esposito seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous in favor. The meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M. Submitted by:  
 
_____________________________________________ Nancy Forvil, Clerk 



TOWN OF 
HAMDEN, 

CONNECTICUT 
POLICE 

COMMISSION 

Hamden Government Center 
 2750 Dixwell Avenue 

 Hamden, Connecticut 06518 
Tel: 203287-7070 

Fax: (203) 287-7075 

Meeting Minutes: The Police Commission, Town of Hamden, held a Special Meeting on 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. via Zoom Meeting. The following topics were 
discussed:  

Commissioners in Attendance: Chairman, Michael Iezzi   
Commissioner, Raeanne Curtis
Commissioner, Larry Esposito 

Staff in attendance:  Nancy Forvil, Clerk  

Others in attendance:  Chief of Police, John Sullivan
Deputy Chief of Police, Bo Kicak  

1. Call to order/Roll Call

Chairman, Michael Iezzi called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. A roll call was conducted by

the Commission Clerk, Nancy Forvil. Commissioners Raeanne Curtis and Commissioner

      Larry Esposito were present. Chief of Police John Sullivan and Deputy Chief Bo Kicak were                

       also present. 

2. Executive Session

At 7:56 PM, Commissioner, Larry Esposito made a motion to enter executive session

at to review files and interview candidates to fill two Detective positions. Commissioner,

Raeanne Curtis seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.



2. Executive Session

At 8:57PM Commissioner, Larry Esposito made a motion to conclude the Executive Session

and announced Robert Dunham and Andrew Lipford for the promotion to fill two Detective

positions.  Commissioner, Raeanne Curtis seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in

favor.

3. Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Raeanne Curtis made a motion to

adjourn the Police Commission meeting. Commissioner Larry Esposito seconded the motion.

The vote was unanimous in favor. The meeting adjourned at 9:07 P.M.

Submitted by: _____________________________________________ Nancy Forvil, Clerk 



























   
 

Personnel Matters and Events 
 
On July 1, 2020, Deputy Chief John Sullivan was appointed as the Acting Police Chief of the Hamden 
Police Department by Mayor Curt B. Leng 
 
On July1, 2020, Officer Andrew Pfeiffer was transferred to the DEA/New Haven Task Force from the 
Patrol Division of the Field Services Bureau  
 
On July 6, 2020, Sergeant Mark Katz was transferred from the Patrol Division to the Special Victims Unit 
and the Crime Scene Unit within the Field Services Bureau 
 
On July 9, 2020, Acting Chief of Police John Sullivan was officially sworn-in as Acting Chief of Police by 
Town Clerk Vera Morrison 
 
On July 27, 2020, Sergeant Colin Kearns was transferred to the Patrol Division from the Detective 
Division within the Field Services Bureau 
 

Acting Chief John Sullivan is sworn-in by Town Clerk Vera Morrison 
 
 

          
 

 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Swearing-in ceremony continued 
 
 

 
 
 
Pictured above left to right:  Deputy Chief Bo Kicak, Acting Chief of Police John Sullivan and Captain 
Kevin Samperi 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Swearing-in ceremony continued 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pictured left to right:  Officers Michael Pantera, Kevin Hall and David Falcigno, Acting Chief John 
Sullivan, Captain Kevin Samperi, Sergeant Nathan Youngberg, Detective Sean Dolan and Deputy Chief 
Bo Kicak 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Girls Scouts of Connecticut donated cookies for officers in appreciation for their service 
 
 

 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 

 
The Community Liaison Unit was involved in the following community outreach events: 
 

 Hamden High School Graduation @ Town Center Park, – July 8) - Members of the Community 
Liaison Unit provided community relations support, security and traffic assistance while 
encouraging social distancing and greeting students from afar.  
 

 Birthday greetings @ local children’s residences, - (4 Sessions - July 5, 11, 12, 18) – Members of 
the Community Liaison Unit provided escorts and traffic assistance while encouraging social 
distancing.  Officers drove past residences and greeted students from afar while wishing Happy 
Birthday. 
 

 Food Pantry Community Distribution @ Breakthrough Church – (4 Sessions – July 4, 11, 18, 25) 
– Officers from the Community Liaison Unit provided security, traffic assistance and assisted 
families in receiving donated groceries 
 

 Connecticut Food Bank & Town of Hamden Community Development Drive-up mobile food 
pantry distribution @ Hamden Middle School – July 28, - Officers from the Community Liaison 
Unit provided security, traffic assistance and assisted families in receiving donated groceries and 
supplies 
 

 Newhallville United rally / Unity Prayer Walk @ Newhall Street, Goodrich Street and Dixwell 
Avenue, - July 26, - Officers from the Traffic Division and Community Liaison Unit escorted the 
participants throughout the route to allow for a safe walk for the participants and the motorists  
 

 Food Distribution @ Church of Christ Food Pantry Community Distribution – (2 Sessions – July 
10, 17) – Officers from the Community Liaison Unit provided security, traffic assistance and 
assisted families in receiving donated groceries 
 

 Covid-19 Testing @ Hamden High School – July 29, - Officers provided community relations 
support, security and traffic assistance while encouraging social distancing 
 

 CT Teacher’s Union protest @ Hamden Public Schools – July 30, - Officers provided an escort 
and traffic assistance while encouraging social distancing 
 

 Hamden Police Community Oriented Policing initiative @ various locations throughout the town – 
(Month of July), - Over 160 Community Policing Foot Patrols were conducted in July as part of 
the newly adopted community oriented policing model.  Most of these patrols consisted of 
between 20 minutes to 2 hours in duration with a focus on engaging the public in forming positive 
relationships and identifying and addressing quality of life issues 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Officers provided an escort for the Equality-Empowerment March/Rally that was sponsored by 
Newhallville United and attended by Senator Richard Blumenthal. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
K & J Tree Service provided their crane services and assistance in removing a hazardous Trolley Pole at 
the intersection of Whitney Avenue and Thornton Street with Hamden’s Traffic Department and 
Community Liaison Unit 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 

 
Officers Enrique Rivera-Rodriguez, Christopher Sheppard and Craig Appleby visit with students at the 
Harris & Tucker School 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Pastor Norman Nuton of the New Haven Church of Christ and Officer Daniel Allen interacting as other 
officers and members of the Hamden Public Works Department remove graffiti from a fence on Arch 
Street 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Captain Kevin Samperi along with Officers Kelley Cushman, Enrique Rivera-Rodriguez and Keron Bryce 
work with Hamden Public Works employee Edward McEnerney on removing graffiti from a fence 
 

                      
 
 

                                
 



   
 

Traffic Calming 
 
Members of the Traffic Division deployed the Speed Compliance Units on Ridge Road and Haverford 
Street, Ridge Road and Pickwick Road, West Todd and Joyce Road, Evergreen Avenue and Dickerman 
Street, Mather Street and Dixwell Avenue, Woodin Street and Fairview Avenue, Leeder Hill Drive 
(north/southbound), Gilbert Avenue and Leonard Road, Lakeview Avenue and Haywood Lane, and Skiff 
Street and Howard Drive 
 

 

                                           
 
 
 
 
Members of the Traffic Division conducted selective enforcement in the following areas in response to 
complaints from residents:  Todd Street, Augor Street, Waite Street, Walden Street and Battis Road 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 



   
 

Training - Sworn Personnel 
 
During the month of July, there was no department-wide training for all sworn personnel  
 
Training:  In-Service 
 
Basic Death Investigation School @ Bristol Police Department – Officer Andrew Lipford    
 
Training:  Emergency Services Unit 
 
Members of the Emergency Services Unit (ESU) conducted firearms training sessions during the month 
of July at the Moodus Sportsmen’s Club in Moodus, CT 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Training – K-9 

K-9 Units participated in monthly training throughout areas in town.  The training curriculum included: 
 

 Low light building searches 

 Narcotics detection; vehicles & buildings 

 Aggression Control 

 Obedience 

 

 Evidence / Article recovery 

 Urban/Residential Tracking 

 Suspect apprehensions across river 

 Muzzle training 

 

                                                                                                               

 

 
 
 

 

 



   
 

Training – Dispatchers 
 
During the month of July, there was no department wide training for all dispatchers 
 
        
 
 

                               

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest 
 
On July 4, 2020 Hamden Police responded to West Woods School, 350 West Todd Street on the report 
of criminal mischief.  Investigation revealed that 2 soccer fields sustained extensive damage. Officer 
Stephen Degrand ascertained that a motor vehicle that was operated by a 16 year-old Hamden resident 
was “performing donuts” on the fields.  Hamden Public Works personnel estimate that the damage 
exceeds $5,000.00.  On July 14, 2020, Hamden Police arrested the juvenile.  He was charged with 
Criminal Mischief in the 1st Degree, and was scheduled to appear in Juvenile Court in New Haven at a 
later date and time. 
 
On July 8, 2020, at approximately 2:00 p.m., Hamden Police responded to the report of an armed street 
robbery that occurred in the area of Mix Avenue.  Investigation revealed that the victim, a 21 year-old 
Hamden resident, was approached by occupants of a tan motor vehicle, while walking on Mix Avenue.  
The passenger, described as a “light-skinned black male”, pointed a “small caliber handgun” at him, 
while demanding his belongings.  The victim’s cell phone was subsequently stolen.  Detective Joseph 
Liguori of the Major Crimes Unit is conducting the investigation. 
 

On July 10, 2020, John H. Durham, United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut announced that 
Carlos Barnes, also known as “Buddha,” 29, of New Haven, pleaded guilty yesterday before U.S. District 
Judge Jeffrey A. Meyer in New Haven to possession of firearms by a previously convicted felon.  
According to court documents and statements made in court, on October 12, 2019, Hamden Police 
arrested Barnes after they found him in possession of a Taurus Millennium G2 9mm handgun and a 
Springfield XD-40 .40 caliber handgun with an obliterated serial number.  Prior to that date, Barnes was 
convicted in state court of carrying a pistol without a permit, sale of illegal drugs, and robbery in the first 
degree.  It is a violation of federal law for a person previously convicted of a felony offense to possess a 
firearm or ammunition that has moved in interstate or foreign commerce.  Judge Meyer scheduled 
sentencing for October 5, 2020, at which time Barnes faces a maximum term of imprisonment of 10 
years.  Barnes has been detained since his arrest.  This matter is being investigated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and the Hamden Police Department.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Margaret M. Donovan.  This case is part of Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN), a program 
bringing together all levels of law enforcement and the communities they serve to reduce violent crime 
and make neighborhoods safer for everyone. 
 
On July 10, 2020, members of the Patrol Division responded to CVS Pharmacy, 1245 Dixwell Avenue on 
the report of shoplifting.  Store personnel advised Officer Christina Giori that an individual, described as a 
white male, “older”, tall, wearing a plaid shirt, shorts and “long light blue socks”, stole merchandise 
valued at approximately $100.00.  He was last observed walking eastbound, towards Putnam Avenue.  
Officer Christina Giori is continuing with the investigation. 
 
On July 12, 2020, at approximately 5:00 p.m., Hamden Police responded to the area of Morse Street and 
Saint Mary Street on the report of “shots fired.”  Investigation revealed that the operator of a motor 
vehicle, a 62 year-old Hamden resident, was traveling eastbound on Morse Street.  His vehicle was 
surrounded by a large number of All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s).  While in motion, an operator of one of the 
ATV’s “kicked” his vehicle.  Seconds later, an ATV operator fired a gunshot at his vehicle.  The large 
group of ATV operators subsequently fled eastbound on Morse Street.  There were no reported injuries.  
A bullet hole was located in the fender of the victim’s vehicle.  In addition, the driver’s side door sustained 
a dent, which originated from the kick.  Throughout the day, “approximately 50 ATV’s” were observed 
traveling throughout the town of Hamden.  Anyone with information was asked to contact the Hamden 
Police Department Detective Division. 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 
 
On July 12, 2020, Branford Police made contact with Darren Bowman who was wanted on an 
outstanding arrest warrant.  Bowman was subsequently arrested and turned over to the Hamden Police 
Department.  Bowman, 25, of 1171 Main Street, Apartment 3, Branford, was charged with Burglary in the 
3rd Degree and Larceny in the 3rd Degree.  Bowman, was detained on a court-ordered $10,000.00 
bond, and was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on September 1, 2020.  The arrest 
warrant was based on an incident that occurred on April 22, 2019, when Hamden Police responded to 
W.B. Mason, 2460 State Street on the report of a burglary.  Investigation revealed that forced entry was 
gained through a rear door and once inside, several items, valued at approximately $4,000.00 were 
stolen.  Detective Donald Remillard conducted the investigation, which led to the application of an arrest 
warrant for Darren Bowman, that the court approved.   
 
On July 12, 2020, members of the Patrol Division responded to a Ridge Road residence on the report of 
“mail/package theft.”  Investigation revealed that the theft occurred on July 11, 2020, at approximately 
3:30 p.m.  An individual, described as a white or Hispanic male, 5’ 8”, wearing military fatigue style pants 
and a black and orange baseball hat stole a tent from the front of the residence. The tent was valued at 
$232.00.   Officer Gabriel Garcia of the Patrol Division is conducting the investigation. 
 
On July 18, 2020, at approximately 12:30 a.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to a Lexington 
Street residence on the report of an armed street robbery.  Two females advised police that they were 
approached by three teenaged males and one of the males pointed a firearm at them, while demanding 
their belongings.  The males subsequently stole a pocketbook.  Moments later, Officer Luis Rivera 
observed three teenaged males running through yards on Bradley Avenue.  Officer Rivera located one of 
the males hiding in a backyard, under a stairway.  The male was in the possession of a Sig Sauer 
facsimile BB-gun.  The remaining two juveniles avoided apprehension.  
Hamden Police arrested a 13-year-old New Haven resident and charged him with Carrying a Facsimile 
Firearm and Criminal Trespass in the 3rd Degree.  He was released to the custody of his mother and 
was scheduled to appear in Juvenile Court in New Haven at a later date and time. 
 
On July 18, 2020, at approximately 6:00 p.m., Hamden Police responded to the area of Newberry Street 
and Winchester Avenue on the report of shots fired.  Investigation revealed that a Honda Civic was 
struck by gunfire at the intersection of Newberry Street and Winchester Avenue.  The Honda Civic 
proceeded westbound on Newberry Street, across Newhall Street, before going through a fence, 
adjacent to 550 Newhall Street.  The operator of the Honda Civic, Kaymar Tanner, 22, of Hamden was 
struck by gunfire.  Hamden Fire Rescue personnel rendered medical assistance at the scene.  Tanner 
was transported to Yale-New Haven Hospital, where he was pronounced dead.  Detectives from the 
Major Crimes Unit are conducting the investigation. 
 
On July 19, 2020, Hamden Police responded to the report of a burglary at Waddell and Reed, 2319 
Whitney Avenue.  Investigation revealed that a “heavy safe”, containing checks, keys and paperwork was 
stolen.  An employee stated that he believes that “it would take two people” to lift the safe.  
Detective Donald Remillard of the Major Crimes Unit is continuing with the investigation. 
 
On July 20, 2020, at approximately 12:45 a.m., Hamden Police responded to the area of Morse Street 
and Winchester Avenue on the report of shots fired.  Officers located several shell casings in the area 
and a witness advised police that a silver Audi was involved.  Shortly thereafter, a gunshot victim, with a 
wound to his arm, arrived at Yale-New Haven Hospital.  A silver Audi transported him to the hospital, but 
the victim was uncooperative.  Detectives from the Major Crimes Unit are conducting the investigation.  



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 
 
On July 22, 2020, members of the Street Interdiction Team and Neighborhood Initiative Unit assisted 
Quinnipiac Valley Health District in conducting COVID-19 Phase Two compliance checks at local 
restaurants and stores.  The following locations were checked for compliance:  
 
- Charlie and James Place – 1350 Dixwell Avenue  

- Chazmo’s Café and Lounge – 819 Dixwell Avenue  

- Mikro Beer Bar – 3000 Whitney Avenue  

- Odie’s Place – 3352 Whitney Avenue  

- Petco – 2335 Dixwell Avenue  

- Studio 1537 – 1537 Dixwell Avenue  

- Wine Merchants – 2300 Dixwell Avenue  
 
The aforementioned list was generated by Quinnipiac Valley Health District, based on citizen complaints 
pertaining to non-compliance (Connecticut COVID 19 Regulations for Phase Two Re-Opening of 
Restaurants and Stores).  Quinnipiac Valley Health District personnel and Hamden Police were verifying 
that the local businesses followed the following regulations: 
  
- Every employee and customer was wearing a mask  

- Hand sanitizer was available when a customer enters/exits the restaurant or store  

- Tables were spaced 6 feet apart  

- A physical barrier was present between patrons that were seated at the bar  
 
Hamden Police was happy to report that all of the aforementioned locations were in compliance with 
Connecticut COVID-19 Regulations for Phase Two Re-Opening for Restaurants and Stores.  Each 
location was provided with literature from Quinnipiac Valley Health District.  The literature detailed 
COVID-19 Regulations regarding all phases of re-opening.  Each establishment was further provided 
with a “point of contact” to answer any future questions or concerns. 
 
On July 23, 24, 30, and 31, 2020, the Hamden Police Department has responded to the area of 2705 
Downes Road (YMCA) primarily during the morning hours on the reports of shots fired.  The 
complainants reported hearing what sounded like “shotgun” fire off in the distance.  The complainants 
could not determine which direction the “shotgun” fire was coming from.  DEEP was contacted and they 
are continuing with the investigation. 
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Accident Stats
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Drug Arrests
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Weapons Arrests
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Selective M/V Enforcement
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Activity Stats
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Activity Stats

Investigations Assisted

Investigations Assisted
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Case Categories

Misc. Investigations
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Case Categories
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