
 

Agenda: The Police Commission, Town of Hamden, will hold a general regular meeting on 
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom Meeting. The following topics will be 
discussed: 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/96662576706?pwd=Skd4aHI5TCtpaFhGNXFpamdxOS8vdz09 
 
Passcode: 007535 
 
Or iPhone one-tap :  
    US: +13017158592,,96662576706#,,,,,,0#,,007535#  or 
+13126266799,,96662576706#,,,,,,0#,,007535#  
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 
346 248 7799  or +1 669 900 9128  
Webinar ID: 966 6257 6706 
Passcode: 007535 
    International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/ajIJfTDBC 
 
*All public comments regarding action items only may be emailed to the Police Commission 
email at hpc@hamden.com 
 

1. Call to order/Roll Call 

2. Approval of minutes of August 12, 2020 

*Chairman Michael Iezzi made a motion to abstain Commissioner Cherlyn Poindexter’s 
vote to approve the August 5, 2020 minutes due to her absence. Larry Esposito seconded 
the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor. 

3. Report of the Chairman-  

4. Public comments on agenda action items 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 

TOWN OF HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 
POLICE COMMISSION 

 
Hamden Government Center 

 2750 Dixwell Avenue 
 Hamden, Connecticut 06518 

Tel: 203287-7070 
Fax: (203) 287-7075 

  

https://zoom.us/j/96662576706?pwd=Skd4aHI5TCtpaFhGNXFpamdxOS8vdz09
https://zoom.us/u/ajIJfTDBC


5. Correspondence 

6. Department Report 

a. review of Accountability Bill (HB- 6004)- Discussion 

b. Review of Hamden Police Use of Force Policy  

*Commissioner Cherlyn Poindexter made a motion to table the Hamden Police Use 
of Force Policy based on the act, Bill No. 6004 (Police Accountability). Larry 
Esposito seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor. 

c. Review of the Hamden Violence Prevention and Response Policy 

7. Review of department activity 

8. Executive Session 

9. Adjournment 

 





































































   
 

Personnel Matters and Events 
 
On August 5, 2020, at a special meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners, Officers Robert Dunham 
and Andrew Lipford were promoted to the rank of Detective. 
 
On August 20, 2020, Acting Chief John Sullivan, Sergeant Anthony Diaz and representatives from Rocky 
Mountain Unmanned Systems conducted a presentation to members of Legislative Council regarding the 
recently approved purchase of a drone with grant funds. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

DJI Matrice 300 with Zenmuse H20T camera 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Officers Robert Dunham and Andrew Lipford were promoted to the rank of Detective at a special meeting 
conducted by the Police Commission 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Pictured above:  Detective Andrew Lipford 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 

 
The Community Liaison Unit was involved in the following community outreach events: 
 

 Community Leaders meeting with the Department of Justice @ New Haven Church of Christ, - 
August 5, - Monthly Neighborhood Initiative meeting of quality of life and Strengthening 
Community Police Partnerships planning 

 

 Food Pantry Community Distribution @ Breakthrough Church – August 25 – Officers from the 
Community Liaison Unit provided security, traffic assistance and assisted families in receiving 
donated groceries and supplies 
 

 Connecticut Food Bank & Town of Hamden Community Development Drive-up mobile food 
pantry distribution @ Hamden Middle School – August 25, - Officers from the Community Liaison 
Unit provided security, traffic assistance and assisted families in receiving donated groceries and 
supplies 
 

 Homeless Out-Reach with Cornell Scott Hill Healthcare and Connecticut Mental Health Center @ 
various locations on the Dixwell Avenue corridor, - (5 Sessions – August 6, 13, 17, 24, 31) – 
Officers are partnering with healthcare, social workers, substance abuse counselors and mental 
health professionals to treat and form relationships with our areas impoverished and/or homeless 
population to bring services to them and assist with locating stable housing options 
 

 Food Distribution @ Church of Christ Food Pantry Community Distribution – (2 Sessions – 
August 21, 28) – Officers from the Community Liaison Unit provided security, traffic assistance 
and assisted families in receiving donated groceries 
 

 Covid-19 Testing @ Hamden Keefe Community Center – August 20, - Officers provided 
community relations support, security and traffic assistance while encouraging social distancing 
 

 Hamden Police Community Oriented Policing initiative @ various locations throughout the town – 
(Month of August), - Over 135 Community Policing Foot Patrols were conducted in August as part 
of the newly adopted community oriented policing model.  Most of these patrols consisted of 
between 20 minutes to 2 hours in duration with a focus on engaging the public in forming positive 
relationships and identifying and addressing quality of life issues and to take the necessary steps 
to address them in a timely manner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Community Leaders meeting with members from the Department of Justice.  In attendance are Mayor 
Curt B. Leng and other town officials, Community Relations Division of the Department of Justice, 
Community Leaders, officers and Hamden Police Explorers 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

Traffic Calming 
 
Members of the Traffic Division deployed the Speed Compliance Units on Ridge Road and Haverford 
Street, Ridge Road and Pickwick Road, West Todd and Joyce Road, Evergreen Avenue and Dickerman 
Street, Mather Street and Dixwell Avenue, Woodin Street and Fairview Avenue, Leeder Hill Drive 
(north/southbound), Gilbert Avenue and Leonard Road, Lakeview Avenue and Haywood Lane, and Skiff 
Street and Howard Drive 
 

 

                                           
 
 
 
 
Members of the Traffic Division conducted selective enforcement in the following areas in response to 
complaints from residents:  Todd Street, Augor Street, Waite Street, Walden Street and Battis Road 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 



   
 

Training - Sworn Personnel 
 
During the month of August, there was no department-wide training for all sworn personnel  
 
Training:  In-Service 
 
Field Training Officer (FTO) School @ East Hartford Police Department – Officer Christina Giori    
 
Training:  Emergency Services Unit 
 
Members of the Emergency Services Unit (ESU) conducted firearms training sessions during the month 
of August at the Moodus Sportsmen’s Club in Moodus, CT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



   
 

Training – K-9 

K-9 Units participated in monthly training throughout areas in town.  The training curriculum included: 
 

 Low light building searches 

 Narcotics detection; vehicles & buildings 

 Aggression Control 

 Obedience 

 

 Evidence / Article recovery 

 Urban/Residential Tracking 

 Suspect apprehensions across river 

 Muzzle training 

 

                                                                                                               

 

 
 
 

 



   
 

Training – Dispatchers 
 
During the month of August, there was no department wide training for all dispatchers 
 
        
 
 

                               

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest 
 
On August 3, 2020, at approximately 5:30 a.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to 395 
Treadwell Street on the report of a “vehicle into a building.”  Investigation revealed that the vehicle had 
crashed into the corner of the building.  The vehicle, which was reported stolen out of Madison, was 
unoccupied.  The accident caused extensive damage to the building and the stolen vehicle.  Officers 
subsequently responded to a nearby neighborhood, in an attempt to locate a local juvenile that has 
stolen numerous vehicles in the past.  Moments later, Officer Keron Bryce observed the juvenile on 
Wheeler Street, operating a vehicle that was stolen out of Westport.  A motor vehicle stop was conducted 
and the juvenile was arrested.  The 16 year-old Hamden resident was charged with Larceny in the 1st 
Degree and Operating without a License.  He was scheduled to appear in Juvenile Court in New Haven 
on a later date.  The investigation is continuing in an attempt to ascertain the identity of the operator of 
the stolen vehicle that crashed into 395 Treadwell Street. 
 
On August 3, 2020, at approximately 9:45 p.m., Hamden Police responded to Go On Gas, 144 Arch 
Street on the report of an armed robbery.  Investigation revealed that the owner was confronted by an 
individual, described as a black male, 20’s, short stature, wearing dark-colored clothing.  The gunman 
grabbed the victim “by the shirt”, while removing a firearm from his waistband.  An undisclosed amount of 
money was stolen.  The gunman was last observed fleeing on foot, towards Fairview Avenue.  Detective 
John Marks of the Major Crimes Unit is continuing with the investigation.   
 
On August 3, 2020, at approximately 10:00 p.m., Hamden Police was contacted by New Haven Police 
regarding shots fired in the area of Goodrich Street and Edwards Street.  “Shot Spotter” indicated that 12 
gunshots were fired.  Officers subsequently located numerous shell casings on Edwards Street.  
Investigation revealed that 2 bullets struck a Goodrich Street residence.  One of the bullets entered the 
second floor, nearly striking a young child.  According to an investigator, the bullet missed the child “by 
approximately 2 feet”.  Another bullet struck an unoccupied parked motor vehicle on Edwards Street.  
Detectives from the Major Crimes Unit are continuing with the investigation.   
 
On August 4, 2020, at approximately 10:30 p.m., a Hamden Police Officer was preventing traffic from 
proceeding southbound on Whitney Avenue and Augur Street, due to tree branches and wires in the 
roadway.  The officer was seated inside of his police cruiser, with the emergency lights activated.  A 
motor vehicle that was operated by a 34-year-old East Haven resident was traveling southbound on 
Whitney Avenue.  The operator of the vehicle “drove directly into the driver’s side door” of the officer’s 
police cruiser.  A preliminary investigation has revealed that the operator did not attempt to reduce speed 
prior to the crash.  Both the officer and the operator of the vehicle that struck him were transported to 
Yale-New Haven Hospital with non-life threatening injuries.  Both vehicles suffered extensive damage 
and were deemed “totaled”.  Officer Nicholas Lovett of the Traffic Division was conducting the 
investigation.  While investigating the aforementioned crash, a vehicle that was operated by Luis Rios, 
32, of Hamden was traveling northbound on Whitney Avenue.  Rios drove around a Hamden Police 
cruiser and through yellow caution tape and three officers were nearly struck by Rios.  Rios was 
eventually stopped on Whitney Avenue, near Augur Street.  Investigation revealed that Rios was 
intoxicated and was subsequently arrested and transported to Hamden Police Headquarters. Rios was 
charged with Driving under the Influence, Reckless Driving and Failure to Obey an Officer’s Signal.  He 
was released after posting a $500.00 bond and was scheduled to appear at Meriden Superior Court on a 
later date. 
 
 
 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 
 
On August 5, 2020, a juvenile was arrested on the strength of an arrest warrant and transported to 
Juvenile Detention.  He was charged with Robbery in the 1st Degree, Conspiracy to Commit Robbery in 
the 1st Degree and Larceny in the 2nd Degree.  The arrest warrant was based on an incident that 
occurred on May 17, 2020, when Hamden Police responded to Concord Street on the report of an armed 
street robbery.  Investigation revealed that a Pianca Pizza employee was making a delivery to a Concord 
Street address.  Upon arrival, a young male, wearing a “black face mask” emerged from a driveway, 
displaying a firearm.  The delivery driver gave the subject an undisclosed amount of money and a pizza.  
Detective Shawn Nutcher conducted an extensive investigation, which led to the application of an arrest 
warrant for a 16 year-old Hamden resident that was approved by the court.    
 
On August 16, 2020, at approximately 12:15 a.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to the area 
of Whitney Avenue and Augur Street on the report of “shots fired.”  Officers subsequently located 
numerous shell casings in front of 1170 Whitney Avenue.  A concerned citizen observed a motor vehicle 
fleeing northbound on Whitney Avenue at a high rate of speed.  There were no reported injuries.  
Officer Vincenzo Palma conducted the initial investigation. 
 
On August 16, 2020, members of the Trumbull Police Department located Justin Thompson who was 
wanted on the strength of an arrest warrant.  He was subsequently turned over to the custody of the 
Hamden Police Department.  Hamden Police arrested Justin Thompson, 23, of 64 Carroll Street, 
Naugatuck.  He was charged with Misconduct with a Motor Vehicle, Evading Responsibility (Death), 
Illegal Operation of a Motor Vehicle While Under Suspension and Larceny in the 3rd Degree.  
Thompson, was detained on a court-ordered $250,000.00 bond, and was scheduled to appear in 
Meriden Superior Court on September 30, 2020.  The arrest warrant was based on an incident that 
occurred on July 1, 2020, when Hamden Police responded to the area of 2390 State Street on the report 
of a motor vehicle accident with injuries.  Investigation revealed that 2 motor vehicles were traveling 
southbound on State Street at a high rate of speed.  Witnesses had reported that both vehicles were 
being operated “erratically” and that they were observed traveling southbound, in the northbound lane.  
One of the vehicles, a stolen Toyota Corolla, which was operated by Justin Thompson, struck and killed 
Garrison Nieves, 21, of Hamden.  Nieves had been traveling on a scooter, northbound on State Street 
when he was struck.  Moments after striking Nieves, Thompson exited the stolen vehicle and entered the 
second vehicle, which was also reported stolen.  He was last observed traveling southbound on State 
Street.  Officer Nicholas Lovett conducted an extensive investigation, which led to the application of an 
arrest warrant for Thompson that was approved by the court.    
 
On August 18, 2020, at approximately 10:30 a.m., Hamden Police responded to a Rockwood Road 
residence on the report of a “burglary in progress.”  Investigation revealed that the female homeowner 
arrived at her residence and observed an individual, described as a black male, short, stocky build, bald, 
wearing a blue tee shirt, black pants and carrying a backpack, cooking food in the microwave, while 
drinking a beverage from the refrigerator.  She chased him “out the front door” towards Pine Rock 
Avenue.  Officers ascertained that he gained entry by cutting a window screen. Several items were 
stolen, including jewelry and electronics.  Detective Scott Levenduski of the Major Crimes Unit is 
conducting the investigation.   
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 
 
On August 18, 2020, at approximately 11:30 a.m., Hamden Police responded to the area of Winchester 
Avenue and Newbury Street on the report of a “fight in progress.”  While conducting the investigation, 
officers ascertained that one of the participants in the disturbance, Tyron Dupree, was wanted on 4 
outstanding arrest warrants.  Dupree was subsequently arrested and transported to police headquarters.  
Dupree, 24, of 118 Bryden Terrace, Hamden was charged with 2 counts of Failure to Appear in the 1st 
Degree (Felony) and 2 counts of Failure to Appear in the 2nd Degree. Dupree, was detained on court-
ordered bonds totaling $62,500.00 and was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on October 
14, 2020.  Officer Derick Manning is continuing the investigation with regards to the fight. 
 
On August 20, 2020, at approximately 8:00 p.m., Hamden Police responded to Warner Street on the 
report of “shots fired”, involving a gunshot victim.  Upon arrival officers observed “over 100 people” that 
were attending a party.  Several people were carrying the victim to a motor vehicle.  Hamden Fire 
Rescue arrived and rendered medical assistance.  American Medical Response transported the 
unidentified victim to Yale-New Haven Hospital with a gunshot wound to his leg.  Detective Donald 
Remillard of the Major Crimes Unit is continuing with the investigation.   
 
On August 20, 2020, at approximately 8:00 p.m., Hamden Police responded to a “threatening with a 
firearm” complaint in the area of Mott Street and Warner Street.  It was determined that Eric Shurko was 
pointing a rifle at 2 people.  He was promptly arrested and transported to police headquarters.  Eric 
Shurko, 43, of Hamden, was charged with 2 counts of Reckless Endangerment in the 1st Degree, 2 
counts of Threatening in the 2nd Degree and 2 counts of Breach of Peace in the 2nd Degree.  Shurko, 
was released after posting a $50,000.00 bond, and was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court 
on October 1, 2020. 
 
On August 25, 2020, at approximately 12:00 a.m., Hamden Police responded to Game Exchange, 2165 
Dixwell Avenue on the report of a burglar alarm.  Moments later, Officer William Pesanelli observed an 
individual, later identified as Edward Chieppo, attempting to scale a nearby fence. Officer Pesanelli, with 
the assistance of Officer Kelley Cushman, subsequently arrested Chieppo. Chieppo had “dropped” 
several items, including electronic equipment, prior to being apprehended.  Investigation revealed that 
Chieppo forcibly entered Game Exchange through a rear door.  Officers located and seized “numerous 
burglar tools.”  Edward Chieppo, 34, of 14 Rockview Road, Hamden, was charged with Burglary in the 
1st Degree, Larceny in the 5th Degree, Possession of Burglar Tools and Interfering with a Police Officer.  
Chieppo, was detained on a $50,000.00 bond, and was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court 
on September 8, 2020. 
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Accident Stats
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Drug Arrests
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Weapons Arrests
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Enforcement Action for Accidents
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Selective M/V Enforcement
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Activity Stats
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Major Crimes Unit
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Activity Stats
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Case Categories
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Case Categories
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