
 

Agenda: The Police Commission, Town of Hamden, will hold a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom Meeting. The following topics will be discussed: 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/99159546842?pwd=T3p6S2g5MXpYaTdjMERSdFlORmVBdz09 
 
Passcode: 564271 
 
Or iPhone one-tap :  
    US: +13126266799,,99159546842#,,,,,,0#,,564271#  or 
+16465588656,,99159546842#,,,,,,0#,,564271#  
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 
669 900 9128  or +1 253 215 8782  
Webinar ID: 991 5954 6842 
Passcode: 564271 
    International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/ad0fQFjDkO 
 
*All public comments may be emailed to the Police Commission email at 
hpc@hamden.com 
 

1. Call to order/Roll Call 

2. Approval of minutes of September 9, 2020 

3. Report of the Chairman 

4. Public comments on agenda action items 

5. Correspondence 

a) Thank you letter from Frank DeMatteis to Chief of Police, John Sullivan regarding Chris 
Smith. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 

TOWN OF HAMDEN, CONNECTICUT 
POLICE COMMISSION 

 
Hamden Government Center 

 2750 Dixwell Avenue 
 Hamden, Connecticut 06518 

Tel: 203287-7070 
Fax: (203) 287-7075 

  

https://zoom.us/j/99159546842?pwd=T3p6S2g5MXpYaTdjMERSdFlORmVBdz09


b) Thank you letter and Art Work from Benton Morris to Chief of Police, John Sullivan 
 

c) Than you letter from Tom Ellett and Bethany Zemba (Quinnipiac University Staff) 
regarding to Captain, Kevin Samperi and Don DiStefano. 

6. Department Report 

a. Review of Hamden Police Use of Force Policy  

b. Review of the Hamden Violence Prevention and Response Policy 

7. Review of department activity 

8. Executive Session 

9. Adjournment 

 













































































































   
 

Personnel Matters and Events 
 
On September 14, 2020, Detective Jomo Crawford received an award from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s New Haven office in recognition for his outstanding service while serving with the FBI’s 
New Haven Task Force. 
 
On September 14, 2020, Officer Andrew Pfeiffer was presented with the Departments highest award 
“The Medal of Honor” is recognition of his performance while engaged in combat with an armed and 
dangerous subject. 
 
 
Detective Jomo Crawford receives award and congratulations from Supervisory Special FBI Agent 
Joseph Altimari 
 
 

 
 
 
Pictured left to right:  Commissioner Michael Iezzi, Officer Andrew Pfeiffer, Detective Jomo 
Crawford, and Supervisory Special FBI Agents Joseph Altimari and Jeffrey Waterman  



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Officer Andrew Pfeiffer is presented with the Department’s highest award “The Medal of Honor”  
 
 

 
 
 

Pictured from left to right:  Police Commissioner Larry Esposito, Police Commissioner Chairman 
Michael Iezzi, Officer Andrew Pfeiffer and Police Chief John Sullivan 
 
  
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
The Hamden Police Department would like to wholeheartedly express their gratitude for the support 
that was displayed on September 19, 2020, during an afternoon rally for our department and the law 
enforcement profession.  During the 2-hour event, which was held in front of Hamden Police 
Headquarters, a large group of people expressed their gratitude and support.  Dozens of motorists 
could be heard, honking the horns on their vehicles or giving a “thumbs up.”  A number of supporters 
were kind enough to provide baked goods and other refreshments.  There were a number of 
individuals that provided our officers with written, heartfelt letters of support.  The Hamden Police 
Department would like to thank all of those that attended this uplifting event.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Law Enforcement Support rally @ Hamden Police Headquarters 
 
 

 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Law Enforcement Support rally @ Hamden Police Headquarters (continued) 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 
 
Law Enforcement Support rally @ Hamden Police Headquarters (continued) 

 
 

               
 
 
Left photo: Pictured left to right:  Senator George Logan, Chief John Sullivan and Captain Kevin 
Samperi.  Right photo:  Supporters cheering on officers 
 
 
 



   
 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 

 
The Community Liaison Unit was involved in the following community outreach events: 
 

 “We are a Village” Youth Center / Teen Center Support meeting @ 21 Pershing Street (2 
Sessions – September 1, 25) – Officers from the Community Liaison Unit and Town of Hamden 
Administrators met with and assisted in the planning and logistics of opening a new Teen Center 
at 21 Pershing Street  

 

 Connecticut Food Bank & Town of Hamden Community Development Drive-up mobile food 
pantry distribution @ Hamden Middle School – September 15, - Officers from the Community 
Liaison Unit provided security, traffic assistance and assisted families in receiving donated 
groceries and supplies 
 

 Homeless Out-Reach with Cornell Scott Hill Healthcare and Connecticut Mental Health Center @ 
various locations on the Dixwell Avenue corridor, - (4 Sessions – September 7, 14, 21, 28) – 
Officers are partnering with healthcare, social workers, substance abuse counselors and mental 
health professionals to treat and form relationships with our areas impoverished and/or homeless 
population to bring services to them and assist with locating stable housing options 
 

 Food Distribution @ Church of Christ Food Pantry Community Distribution – September 12, – 
Officers from the Community Liaison Unit provided security, traffic assistance and assisted 
families in receiving donated groceries 
 

 Covid-19 Testing @ Hamden Keefe Community Center – September 17, - Officers provided 
community relations support, security and traffic assistance while encouraging social distancing 
 

 Hamden Police Community Oriented Policing initiative @ various locations throughout the town – 
(Month of September), - Over 142 Community Policing Foot Patrols were conducted in 
September as part of the newly adopted community oriented policing model.  Most of these 
patrols consisted of between 20 minutes to 2 hours in duration with a focus on engaging the 
public in forming positive relationships and identifying and addressing quality of life issues and to 
take the necessary steps to address them in a timely manner 
 

 Town of Hamden Drive-In Movie night @ Town Center Park – (2 Sessions – September 17, 24) – 
Officers were assigned to the Drive-In Movie Night to encourage social distancing and 
compliance with Covid-19 safety measures as well as traffic, security and community relations 
duties 
 

 Child Car Seat installations @ Town Center Park during Drive-In Movie night – (2 Sessions – 
September 17, 24) – Child car seat installations, inspections and give away by officers who are 
certified as “car seat installers” during the Town of Hamden Drive-In Movie nights  
 
 
 
 

 
 



   
 

Traffic Calming 
 
Members of the Traffic Division deployed the Speed Compliance Units on Ridge Road and Haverford 
Street, Ridge Road and Pickwick Road, West Todd and Joyce Road, Evergreen Avenue and Dickerman 
Street, Mather Street and Dixwell Avenue, Woodin Street and Fairview Avenue, Leeder Hill Drive 
(north/southbound), Gilbert Avenue and Leonard Road, Lakeview Avenue and Haywood Lane, and Skiff 
Street and Howard Drive 
 

 

                                           
 
 
 
 
Members of the Traffic Division conducted selective enforcement in the following areas in response to 
complaints from residents:  Todd Street, Augor Street, Waite Street, Walden Street and Battis Road 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 



   
 

Training - Sworn Personnel 
 
During the month of September, department-wide training for all sworn personnel consisted of Blood 
borne Pathogens, Hazmat and the Draeger breathalyzer machine  
 
Training:  In-Service 
 
Field Training Officer (FTO) School @ East Hartford Police Department – Officer Christina Giori    
 
Training:  Emergency Services Unit 
 
Members of the Emergency Services Unit (ESU) conducted firearms training sessions during the month 
of September at the Moodus Sportsmen’s Club in Moodus, CT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



   
 

Training – K-9 

K-9 Units participated in monthly training throughout areas in town.  The training curriculum included: 
 

 Low light building searches 

 Narcotics detection; vehicles & buildings 

 Aggression Control 

 Obedience 

 

 Evidence / Article recovery 

 Urban/Residential Tracking 

 Suspect apprehensions across river 

 Muzzle training 

 

                                                                                                               

 

 
 
 

 



   
 

Training – Dispatchers 
 
During the month of September, department wide training for all dispatchers consisted of Blood borne 
Pathogens, and Hazardous Materials  
 
        
 
 

                               

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest 
 
On September 8, 2020, at approximately 7:00 p.m., Hamden Police responded to the Hamden Plaza, 
2100 Dixwell Avenue on the report of an armed street robbery.  Investigation revealed that “3 or 4 
teenaged males” approached a female, as she attempted to enter her motor vehicle.  One of the males, 
described as “young” and “thin”, pointed a firearm at her, while demanding the keys to her vehicle.  
Another male then “pepper-sprayed” her in the eyes and she temporarily lost her vision. The males then 
stole her vehicle, described as a tan, 2013 BMW 328i.  The victim’s wallet, which contained credit cards, 
was also stolen.  Detective Donald Remillard of the Major Crimes Unit is continuing with the 
investigation.   

 
On September 9, 2020, at approximately 3:30 a.m., Hamden Police responded to the area of Arch Street 
and Bowen Street on the report of a shooting.  Moments later, officers located the 46-year-old gunshot 
victim who was shot in the leg.  Hamden Fire Rescue arrived and rendered medical assistance.  The 
victim was transported to Yale-New Haven Hospital with non-life threatening injuries.  Investigation 
revealed that the victim was panhandling in the parking lot located at 144 Arch Street when he was 
involved in a verbal dispute with the operator of a gray sedan.  The victim proceeded to walk eastbound 
on Arch Street.  The operator of the gray sedan drove to his location, “pulled out a gun” and shot at him 
“three or four times.”  Detective Andrew Lipford of the Major Crimes Unit is conducting the investigation.  
 
On September 13, 2020, at approximately 10:45 p.m., Hamden Police responded to the report of a 
stabbing on Weybosset Street.  Investigation revealed that Robert Hannan was involved in a verbal 
dispute with a relative.  He subsequently stabbed her multiple times, while she was inside of her 
bedroom.  She suffered injuries to her neck, stomach, arms and legs and was immediately transported to 
Yale-New Haven Hospital where she underwent emergency surgery.  Hamden Police arrested Robert 
Hannan, 25, of Weybosset Street, Hamden.  He was charged with Assault in the 1st Degree of an Elderly 
Person and Disorderly Conduct.  Hannan, was detained on a $250,000.00 bond, was arraigned at 
Meriden Superior Court on September 14, 2020. 
 
On September 15, 2020, Hamden Police arrested Phillip Hill, 36, of 60 Whiting Street, Hamden on the 
strength of an arrest warrant.  Phillip Hill was charged with Assault in the 2nd Degree, Reckless 
Endangerment in the 1st Degree, Reckless Burning, Criminal Mischief in the 2nd Degree and Breach of 
Peace in the 2nd Degree.  Hill, was detained on a court-ordered $50,000.00 bond, and was scheduled to 
appear in Meriden Superior Court on September 16, 2020.  In addition, Hill was arrested on the strength 
of 2 outstanding arrest warrants.  He was charged with Failure to Appear in the 1st Degree and Failure to 
Appear in the 2nd Degree.  An additional court-ordered bond of $75,000.00 was set.  The initial arrest 
warrant was based on an incident that occurred on September 11, 2019, when Hamden Police 
responded to the report of an assault at 306 Pine Rock Avenue.  Investigation revealed that the female 
victim was beaten by her boyfriend, Phillip Hill.  She was transported to Yale-New Haven Hospital with 
injuries to her forehead and nose.  Before Hill fled from the area, he attempted to light her vehicle on fire.  
Officer Jenna Davis conducted an extensive investigation, which led to the application of an arrest 
warrant for Hill that was approved by the court.    
 

On September 17, 2020, at approximately 1:15 a.m., Hamden Police responded to the area of 
Dixwell Avenue and Collins Street on the report of a motor vehicle accident.  Investigation revealed 
that Ryan Bivens was traveling southbound on Dixwell Avenue.  Bivens’ vehicle crossed the 
“double-yellow center lines, both northbound lanes and entered the shoulder, along the east curb” of 
Dixwell Avenue.   
 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 
 

The front of his vehicle struck the rear of a bicycle, traveling southbound in the shoulder of the 
roadway.  The bicyclist, David Toles, 54, of New Haven was ejected and sustained fatal injuries.  
Hamden Fire Rescue paramedics pronounced Toles deceased at the scene.  After striking Toles, 
Bivens’ vehicle continued southbound, striking and “snapping” 2 utility poles and the vehicle 
eventually landed on its roof.  Hamden Police arrested Ryan Bivens, 21, 58 Westview Street, 
Hamden.  He was charged with Negligent Homicide with a Motor Vehicle, Driving Under the 
Influence and Failure to Drive in Proper Lane.  Bivens, was detained on a $50,000.00 bond, was 
arraigned at Meriden Superior Court on September 17, 2020.  The Traffic Division, with the 
assistance of the Connecticut State Police Collision Analysis and Reconstruction Squad processed 
the scene.  Officer Kevin Hall is conducting the investigation.  
 
On September 17, 2020, at approximately 4:15 a.m., Hamden Police responded to the rear of 3000 
Whitney Avenue on the report of a larceny.  Investigation revealed that Ronald Gutierrez and Isaac 
Thenlora were siphoning cooking oil from the grease dumpsters that were located on the property. 
Inside of their van, officers located (2) 250 gallon containers and a gas pump, with siphoning hoses.  
Gutierrez (26) and Thenlora (23) of Yonkers, New York were charged with Larceny in the 6th Degree 
and Conspiracy to Commit Larceny in the 6th Degree.  They were both detained on a $1,000.00 
bonds and were scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on October 1, 2020.  In addition, 
Gutierrez was arrested on the strength of a warrant, originating out of Enfield and he was charged 
with Failure to Appear in the 2nd Degree. 
 
On September 18, 2020, members of the Street Interdiction Team and Emergency Services Unit 
executed a search warrant at 77 Second Street.  The search warrant was the result of a lengthy 
investigation regarding illegal drug sales.  Upon searching the residence, officers located and seized the 
following items: 
 
- 42 MDMA (Ecstasy) pills  

- PCP – 5.7 grams  

- Heroin – 7.1 grams  

- Marijuana – 19.2 grams  

- 30 Methadone pills  

- 5 Xanax pills  

- 5 .22 caliber bullets  
 
Hamden Police arrested Paul Kates Jr., 24, of 77 Second Street, Hamden.  He was charged with 2 
counts of Possession of Narcotics, Possession of Narcotics with the Intent to Sell, Possession of a 
Controlled Substance, 2 counts of Possession of a Controlled Substance with the Intent to Sell, 
Possession of Marijuana, 2 counts of Possession of a Hallucinogenic Substance, 2 counts of Possession 
of a Hallucinogenic Substance with the Intent to Sell, Misrepresentation of a Controlled Substance and 
Possession of Ammunition.  Kates Jr., was detained on a $25,000.00 bond, and was scheduled to 

appear at Meriden Superior Court on October 1, 2020.   In addition, Kates Jr. was arrested on the 
strength of an outstanding arrest warrant originating out of New Haven. He was additionally charged 
with Breach of Peace in the 2nd Degree and Criminal Trespass. 
 
 



   
 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 
 
On September 20, 2020, members of the Patrol Division responded to Elmer Avenue on the report of a 
larceny.  Officers were advised that an individual “was going car to car checking door handles.”  
Investigation revealed that Daniel Avery had forcibly entered a parked motor vehicle on Elmer Avenue 
and was confronted by the owner of the vehicle.  Avery threatened the victim, while displaying a knife 
and subsequently fled on foot towards Helen Street.  He was promptly apprehended by Officer Kyle 
Sampognaro and Officer Christina Giori.  Hamden Police arrested Daniel Avery, 26, of 55 Thompson 
Street, Apartment A, New Haven.  He was charged with Burglary in the 3rd Degree, Larceny in the 6th 
Degree and Breach of Peace in the 2nd Degree.  Avery was scheduled to appear at Meriden Superior 
Court on November 2, 2020. 
 

On September 24, 2020, Sergeant Michael Sigmon of the Patrol Division observed a gray Hyundai Santa 
Fe traveling northbound on Dixwell Avenue which matched the description of a vehicle taken in an armed 
carjacking in New Haven.  After a brief low speed pursuit the vehicle stopped and 6 people bailed out of 
the vehicle on Earl Avenue near Four Rod Road.  5 of the 6 occupants were apprehended with the 
assistance of Off Duty Officer Ronald Glifort who was clad in his sleeping attire.  The plate on the vehicle 
was from a vehicle which was stolen from Branford and the vehicle was confirmed to be the one taken in 
the armed carjacking in New Haven.  Arrested were 5 juveniles and all 5 were charged with conspiracy 
Larceny 3rd and Interfering.  The New Haven Police Department responded to take possession of the 
Hyundai. 
 

On September 26, 2020, at approximately 6:00 p.m., Hamden Police responded to the area of Butler 
Street and Marlboro Street on the report of “several shots fired.”  Investigation revealed that an 
individual, described as a “heavyset black male”, fired several gunshots from a Marlboro Street 
driveway, towards Butler Street.  Bullets struck an unoccupied parked motor vehicle and a nearby 
building.  There were no reported injuries.  Detective Robert Dunham of the Major Crimes Unit is 
conducting the investigation. 
 

On September 29, 2020, at approximately 2:50 a.m., Hamden Police responded to Slow Puffs, 3030 
Whitney Avenue on the report of an activated burglar alarm.  Upon arrival, officers observed a 
damaged rear glass door.  Moments later, Officer Luis Rivera observed a suspicious male, in the 
vicinity of another business.  The male subsequently fled on foot.  With the assistance of Officer 
Kelley Cushman and her K-9 partner “Sar”, Alexander Hernandez was taken into custody, after a 
lengthy track.  A search of Hernandez’s motor vehicle led to the discovery of multiple items that 
were stolen from Slow Puffs.  Hamden Police arrested Alexander Hernandez, 20, of 729 Evergreen 
Avenue, Hamden.  He was charged with Burglary in the 2nd Degree and Criminal Mischief in the 3rd 

Degree.  Alexander Hernandez was detained on a $2,500.00 bond, and was scheduled to appear at 
Meriden Superior Court on October 13, 2020. 
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Accident Stats
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Drug Arrests
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Weapons Arrests

Drugs/Weapons Seized

Marijuana Seized gms

PCP Seized gms

Cocaine Seized gms

Heroin Seized gms

Pills Seized count

Guns Taken

20.89 

0 0 2 2 0 

28.9 

0 0.39 0 4 0 

178.19 

0 
10 12 

57 

4 
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

Curent

Last Year Same
Month

Year to Date

0 0 

7 

0 0 

6 

0 0 

13 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

current Last Year Same
Month

Year to Date

Weapons Seized

Arrests for weapons

Totals



September 2020

Enforcement Action for Accidents
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Selective M/V Enforcement
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Activity Stats
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Major Crimes Unit
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Activity Stats

Investigations Assisted

Investigations Assisted

Burglary

Robbery

Sexual Assault

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Assault / Breach of Peace

Fire Investigation

Death Investigation

Weapon Investigation

Shooting Investigations

Misc. Investigations

Assist other Departments

Totals

52 58 

441 

709 

33 41 

362 

603 

8 16 

97 117 

31 25 

292 

486 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Current Month Last Year Same
Month

Year to Date Previous Year to
Date

Investigations Opened

Investigations Closed

Closed by Arrest

Closed by Other Means

7 3 1 2 0 0 4 5 4 3 4 

31 

9 2 1 0 0 0 2 1 1 6 1 

23 

55 

16 
4 7 13 

2 

26 24 21 27 22 

217 

0

50

100

150

200

250

Current

Last Year Same Month

Year to Date



September 2020
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