MINUTES:  Meeting of Hamden Arts Commission on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the third floor conference room, Hamden Government Center:
Commissioners in Attendance: Ms. McGarry, Ms. Torello, Mr. Fernandez, Ms. L. Brown, Ms. Johnson, Mr. Kortsep, Ms. Elkin, Ms. D. Brown, Ms. Gargiulo, 

Commissioners Excused:  Ms. Hunter, Ms. Jason, Ms. Schiff

Commissioners Absent:  Ms. Carter David

Others in Attendance:  Pending and Former Commissioner Mr. Moore, Auxiliary Member Mr. Graham, Arts and Marketing Manager Ms. Martindale, Commission Clerk Ms. Tobin

Call to Order

Mr. Fernandez called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Review Minutes of January 8th 2020

Ms. Gargiulo made a motion to approve the minutes of January 8, 2020.  Ms. Torello seconded the motion.  The vote was seven in favor.  Ms. McGarry abstained.
Review Minutes of February 5th 2020

Ms. L Brown made a motion to approve the minutes of February 8, 2020.  Ms. Johnson seconded the motion.  The vote was seven in favor.  Ms. McGarry and Ms. D Brown abstained.
Old Business

Chair’s Report

· Africa is Me/Love Letters Wrap Up

Mr. Fernandez described Africa is Me as wonderful.  Ms. Johnson commented on the audience participation and said the parents enjoyed the program as much as the children.   Ms. D Brown said the performer is a certified educator, and she hopes to get her move involved with the schools.  

Ms. Johnson and others felt the audience was really moved , young and old alike, by the performance of Love Letters by our own Lois Jason and Mr.  Glassman of The Whitney Players.  Mr. Glassman lost his wife a few months ago, and was quite emotional himself.  This was a wonderful show and a wonderful collaboration with the Whitney Players

· Saturday Series 3/7/20 Taikoza (two shows)

Volunteers for 1:00 p.m – and 2:30 performances - 

Mr. Fernandez, Ms. McGarry, possibly Ms. Torello and Ms. Johnson for both performances

· Sunday Series 3/8/20 The Kerry Boys – Ms. Brown and Ms. Johnson.  

· Summer Concerts Planning

Vote on formal offer for Jon Secada

There was lengthy discussion on  possibilities for Summer Concert entertainment.  Ms. Martindale would like to make a formal offer to Jon Secada for the July 31st date and would like permission from the Commission to make an offer between $18,000 and $20,000.  This year’s budget has not been set to date, but the Department of Arts and Culture has requested $130,000.  Ms. Johnson reminded everyone that about $50,000 of that goes to the sound company.

Ms. Johnson made a motion to give Ms. Martindale permission to make an offer to Jon Secada for between $18,000 and $22,000.  Ms. L Brown seconded the motion.  He vote was unanimous in favor.  

Other concert suggestions were Tabiza and Boogie Chillin’, two local bands, for July 24th, Deep Purple, Bananarama, Maxi Priest, a reggae band, and the Stylistics.  Ms. Martindale will continue to contact possibilities.

· Salute to Young Artists

May 8th is the date for Salute to Young Artists with a rehearsal date of April 30th.  Eric Nyquist will not be available to moderate this year, and a suggestion has been made for someone else to do the job.   This is the 35th year of this event,  Ms. Johnson explained that letters are sent out to all local high school teachers asking them to recommend students for this event.  There was discussion on inviting previous awardees to attend and possibly mentor this year’s student artists.  Horizon sound does the sound, and Greg Downing the lighting.  The event is held in Thornton Wilder.  Volunteers are needed for both the rehearsal and the event.

Director’s Report

· Farmers Market Bands


List of current lineup

Ms. Martindale announced that there will be fourteen markets this year from June 25th to September 24th.  Markets take place on Thursday evenings from 4:00 to 7:30 p.m.  Bands are on board for several dates and there are still four dates open.  Suggestions were Wango Tango, Komposure, and Hanan (drummer).

Ms. Martindale announced the first sponsor for this year’s concerts – Family Wellness (Jorge Fernandez.)  

Ms. Martindale would like to put out a summer events booklet and wants to put next year’s events in the booklet.  All information would have to be in by June 1st.  She would like to discuss winter programs next month.  

Mr. Fernandez was applauded for his interview with Senator Logan.  There was discussion on securing ads at the Earth Day event.  Ms. Martindale is preparing a tri-fold regarding the Arts Commission and is working on a donation button on the Arts Commission web site.  

· Community asset Audit

New Businesses, new artists, new organizations, new resources

New Business/Ideas

Ms. D Brown suggested commissioners get introduced from the stage at the Summer Concerts

Good & Welfare

Ms. Johnson reminded commissioners that Tuesday evening, March 10th at 7:00 is the meeting of the Hamden Art League.  Jim Marino will demonstrate his impressionist painting.  Marita Gargiulo will be the featured poet at Best Video on June 23rd at 7:00 p.m.  Ms. Gargiulo alto mentioned that the Connecticut Poetry Society will present a class and presentation on Haiku on April 29th at the Wallingford Library at 6:30 a.m.  Ms. Torello mentioned dinner for a dollar at the United Methodist Church at 15 Church Street.  

There was discussion on new shirts for commissioners.

Adjournment

Ms. Johnson made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Torello seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Submitted by:  ________________________________



Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk

