
 
 
 

Personnel Matters and Events 

 

At a special meeting of the Hamden Police Commission held on May 21, 2012, the following two 

individuals were appointed as probationary police officers with our department:  Andrew Pfeiffer and 

Justin Martin.  The effective date of employment was May 23, 2012.  The new officers were sworn in 

at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, May 25, 2012 in the Police Commission/Media Room of the new police 

facility.  The new officers will be attending the New Haven Police Department Basic Training Academy 

that started on May 28, 2012. 

 

The Hamden Police Department conducted “Seatbelt Enforcement” on May 22nd through 

May 24th, between 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., and 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Enforcement was 

conducted at various locations throughout town, including Skiff Street, State Street, 

Putnam Avenue and Evergreen Avenue.  This campaign is intended to both educate the 

motoring public and keep those traveling in motor vehicles safe, and was part of a 

Department of Transportation’s Day or Night “Click-It or Ticket” campaign.  Enforcement results:  

members issued 129 Infractions for seatbelt violations, 2 Infractions for other m/v violations, and 1 

Misdemeanor Summons. 

 

On May 25, 2012, the Hamden Police Department’s Traffic Division, along with the Connecticut State 

Police Commercial Enforcement Division and the State of Connecticut Department of Revenue 

Services conducted commercial vehicle safety inspections at various Hamden locations. Inspections 

were conducted on State Street, Whitney Avenue and the Route 40 Connector.  Officers inspected 58 

commercial vehicles.  In addition, 11 infractions were issued, with fines totaling $1,900.00.  

Furthermore, 5 vehicles were taken out of service for mechanical reasons.  The “Joint” multi-agency 

commercial vehicle inspections will continue throughout the summer months. 

 

Effective on May 31, 2012, Lt. Gabriel Lupo, Officer Lance Helms, and Officer Jomo Crawford were 

transferred from their assignment with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)-New Haven Task 

Force to the Street Interdiction Team. 

 

 



 
 

 

Personnel Matters and Events (continued) 

 

During the month of May, Hamden P.D. was involved in the following Community outreach events:   

 Safety Talk at Church Street School ( Officer Angela Hall) 

 Whitneyville Block Watch informational meeting (Officer Angela Hall) 

 Field trip with Hamden Middle School to tour new Police facility (2 dates) (Officer Angela Hall) 

 Rochford Avenue Block Watch meeting (Officer Angela Hall) 

 Safety Talk at Shepherd Glen School (Officer Angela Hall) 

 Archview Condo Block Watch (Officer Angela 

Hall / Captain John Lujick)  

 Hamden High School Prom (Officer Angela Hall / 

Officer Paul Calamita) 

 Tip-A-Cop @ Mickey’s Restaurant to benefit 

Special Olympics (Detective John Marks, Officer 

Angela Hall, Detectuve Mark Consorte, Officer 

Kevin Hall, Officer Michael DiMaria, Detective 

Raymound Quinn, Officer Beatrice Montijo, 

Sergeant John Riordan, Sergeant John Testa) 

 

   
Traffic Calming 

Members of the Traffic Division deployed our newly acquired portable Speed Compliance Signs and 

Speed Compliance Trailer throughout areas in Town with a high volume of speeding complaints.  The 

signs and trailer were deployed on:  Hartford Turnpike, Whitney Avenue, Goodrich Street, Morse 

Street, and Winchester Avenue.  The Department continues to receive positive feedback from 

residents, schools, and business owners.  

   

 



 
 

 

Training - Sworn Personnel 

Department wide training for the month of May consisted of Firearms recertification and review of the 
Department’s Use of Force policies and procedures. 
 

 Training: In-Service 

 

 Intermediate Crime Scene @ POST – Officer William C. Onofrio   

 Police Internal Affairs @ POST – Captain John Lujick 

 Excel Basics @ Post – Sergeant Franklin Riehl   

 Mossberg Armorers Course @ Bridgeport Police Department – Lieutenant Kevin Samperi, and 

Officer Eric Hallstrom 

 Tactical Shotgun Instructors Course @ Bridgeport Police Department  – Officer Eric Hallstrom 

 Community Mediation Course @ Hamden – Officers Beatrice Montijo, and Jeremy Brewer   

Armorers Course @ LWRC International, LLC in Cambridge, Maryland – Officer Eric Hallstrom 

 
Training – K-9 

K-9 Units participated in training sessions at the Michael J. Whelan building on Newhall Street and the 

former High Meadows facility on Hartford Turnpike.   The training curriculum included: 

 

 Building searches 

 Narcotics detection 

 Patrol techniques 

 Obedience 

 Explosive detection 

 Tracking 

 Suspect apprehensions   

 

  



 
 

 

Training – Dispatchers 

 

May training for Dispatchers consisted of Quality Assurance 

review of scoring with respect to Emergency Medical Dispatching 

(EMD).  Additionally, all Dispatchers received training on the New 

Police Facility and the Communications Center.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Hamden Police-Fire Central Dispatch Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Crack cocaine is a 
highly addictive and 
powerful stimulant 
that is derived from 
powdered cocaine 

using a simple 
conversion process. 
Crack emerged as a 
drug of abuse in the 

mid-1980s. It is 
abused because it 

produces an 
immediate high and 

because it is easy 
and inexpensive to 
produce--rendering 
it readily available 

and affordable. 

 

 

Incidents of Special Interest 

 

On May 1, 2012, David B. Fein, United States Attorney for the District of 

Connecticut, announced that KRISTIN LONGOBARDI, 31, of East Haven, was 

sentenced by Senior United States District Judge Ellen Bree Burns in New Haven 

to 12 months and one day of imprisonment, followed by one year of supervised 

release, for distributing crack cocaine.  This matter stems from a joint law 

enforcement investigation conducted by the FBI New Haven Safe Streets Task Force, the DEA New 

Haven Task Force, the New Haven Police Department and the Hamden Police Department.  Through 

the use of court-authorized wiretaps, investigating officers identified and dismantled a large drug-

trafficking organization that was centered in the Newhallville section of New Haven and Hamden, and 

was responsible for the distribution of crack cocaine and cocaine throughout the 

Greater New Haven area.  According to court documents and statements made in 

court, from June through August 2010, LONGOBARDI was intercepted over a 

wiretap ordering crack cocaine from a co-defendant.  She then distributed a 

portion of the crack she purchased to others.  On May 2, 2011, LONGOBARDI 

pleaded guilty to one count of using a telephone to facilitate a narcotics trafficking 

felony.  Forty-seven individuals have been charged in federal court with various 

narcotics offenses as a result of this investigation.  This matter was investigated 

by the FBI New Haven Safe Streets Task Force (composed of members of 

members of the New Haven, Milford and Hamden Police Departments and the 

Connecticut Department of Correction), the Drug Enforcement Administration’s 

New Haven Task Force (composed of members of the New Haven, West Haven, 

Meriden, Ansonia, Hamden and Branford Police Departments), along with 

substantial participation by members of the New Haven and Hamden Police 

Departments.  The United States Marshals Service also has assisted the 

investigation.  The investigation was funded in significant part by the United States Attorney’s Office 

Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force and supported by the Office’s Project Safe 

Neighborhoods and Anti-Gang programs.  This matter is being prosecuted by Assistant United States 

Attorneys Christopher M. Mattei and Robert M. Spector. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

On May 2, 2012, at approximately 2:45 p.m., Officer Stephen 

Baris of the Patrol Division responded to the parking lot of 625 

Mix Avenue on the report of a larceny from a motor vehicle.  A 

witness provided officers with a description of the individual 

responsible.  Moments later, Officer Baris observed an 

individual, who fit the description, enter a business on Dixwell 

Avenue.  Further investigation revealed that the individual, 

Augusto DiMarzo, was responsible for the theft.  He was subsequently arrested. Several stolen items 

were recovered including cell phones, iPod’s and gift cards.  Augusto DiMarzo, 26, of 26 North Main 

Street, Branford, was charged with Burglary in the 3rd Degree, Larceny in the 6th Degree and Criminal 

Trespass in the 3rd Degree.  DiMarzo, who was released on a Written Promise to Appear, was 

scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on May 16, 2012. 

 

On May 3, 2012, at approximately 4:00 a.m., the Patrol Division responded to Sam’s Food Mart, 3394 

Whitney Avenue, on the report of an attempted robbery.  Investigation revealed that a lone individual, 

described as a dark-skinned male, 5’ 9”, heavy-set, wearing a black hooded sweatshirt, black ski 

mask, black gloves and black jeans, approached the store and aggressively attempted to force entry 

through the locked front door. Upon observing the clerk calling for help, the individual fled on foot.  

Officer Jason Venditto and his K-9 partner “Titan” conducted a track, which led to a dirt road, behind a 

nearby motel.  It appears that a vehicle was involved, and the incident remains under investigation. 

 

On May 4, 2012, at approximately 5:00 a.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to the area of 

Mather Street and Waite Street on the report of a motor vehicle accident.  Investigation revealed that 

the operator of the vehicle, Jeremi Stogniew, 20, of Hamden, was traveling eastbound on Mather 

Street and failed to negotiate a curve in the road.  Stogniew’s vehicle slid on the wet pavement, and 

then crashed through a guardrail, before entering Lake Whitney.  The vehicle overturned in the water. 

Stogniew was able to escape through a broken window.  Stogniew, who was not injured, was issued 

an infraction for Traveling Too Fast for Conditions.  Officer Jason Venditto of the Patrol Division 

conducted the investigation.  



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

On May 4, 2012, at approximately 5:30 pm, members of the Patrol Division and Major Crimes Unit 

responded to Park Road on the report of a juvenile complaint, involving the discharge of a firearm.  

Upon arrival, officers spoke with the 2 complainants, a 15 and 12 year-old, who both reside in New 

Haven.  They advised police that they were riding their bicycles in the area of 173 Park Road, when 

one of their bicycles became disabled.  The 2 youths stated that they entered private property in an 

attempt to locate a stick to fix the bicycle.  Moments later, Richard Pinney, emerged from his residence 

and yelled at the youths to leave.  The youths advised officers that while Pinney was yelling at them, 

they observed a firearm tucked into the small of his back.  They subsequently fled from the area on 

foot.  While running southbound on Park Road, the youths stated that Pinney fired “two or three shots” 

into the air.  Hamden Police subsequently surrounded Pinney’s residence.  He was contacted by 

telephone and ordered out of the house.  He surrendered without incident.  Furthermore, Hamden 

Police confiscated 12 firearms from his home.  Pinney advised police that he thought one of the youths 

had a brick in his hands and that he was attempting to break a garage window.  Richard Pinney, 32, of 

Hamden, was arrested and charged with Unlawful Discharge of a Firearm, Reckless Endangerment in 

the 1st Degree, Risk of Injury to a Minor (2 counts) and Breach of Peace in the 2nd Degree.  Pinney, 

who was detained at police headquarters on a $5,000 bond, is scheduled to appear in Meriden 

Superior Court on May 18, 2012.  The Major Crimes Unit is continuing the investigation. 

 

On May 6, 2012, during the early morning hours, members of the Patrol Division responded to the 

area of Goodrich Street and Dixwell Avenue on the report of a street robbery and an assault.  

Investigation revealed that an 18 year-old female was walking on Goodrich Street when she was 

approached by approximately 8 black males.  One of the individuals, described as 5’5”, heavy-set, 

dressed in black, allegedly demanded her belongings.  The victim refused, at which time the individual 

grabbed her by the hair and threw her to the ground.  While on the ground, she was repeatedly 

punched in the head.  The 18 year-old suffered a head injury and her personal belongings were taken. 

The large group then fled the area on foot in different directions.  The Detective Division is continuing 

the investigation. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

On May 9, 2012, David B. Fein, United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut, announced that 

JOSHUA FAIRWEATHER, also known as “Jamaican Josh,” 26, of Lilac Street, New Haven, was 

sentenced by Senior United States District Judge Ellen Bree Burns in New Haven to 80 months of 

imprisonment, followed by three years of supervised release, for distributing crack cocaine.  This 

matter stems from a joint law enforcement investigation conducted by the FBI New Haven Safe 

Streets Task Force, the DEA New Haven Task Force, the New Haven Police Department and the 

Hamden Police Department.  Through the use of court-authorized wiretaps, investigating officers 

identified and dismantled a large drug-trafficking organization that was centered in the Newhallville 

section of New Haven and Hamden, and was responsible for the distribution of crack cocaine and 

cocaine throughout the Greater New Haven area.  According to court documents and statements 

made in court, from May through October 2010, FAIRWEATHER was repeatedly intercepted over a 

wiretap ordering distribution quantities of crack cocaine from other members of the drug trafficking 

organization.  He then sold the crack to his own customers for profit.  On February 14, 2012, 

FAIRWEATHER pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute cocaine 

base (“crack cocaine”). 

        Forty-seven individuals have been charged in federal court with various narcotics offenses as a 

result of this investigation.  U.S. Attorney Fein noted that federal prisoners are required to serve at 

least 85 percent of their sentenced term of imprisonment and are not eligible for parole.  This matter 

was investigated by the FBI New Haven Safe Streets Task Force (composed of members of members 

of the New Haven, Milford and Hamden Police Departments and the Connecticut Department of 

Correction), the Drug Enforcement Administration’s New Haven Task Force (composed of members of 

the New Haven, West Haven, Meriden, Ansonia, Hamden and Branford Police Departments), along 

with substantial participation by members of the New Haven and Hamden Police Departments.  The 

United States Marshals Service also has assisted the investigation.  The investigation was funded in 

significant part by the United States Attorney’s Office Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force 

and supported by the Office’s Project Safe Neighborhoods and Anti-Gang programs.  This matter is 

being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorneys Christopher M. Mattei and Robert M. Spector. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

On May 10, 2012, at approximately 6:15 p.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to 1166 

Dixwell Avenue, Apartment 3, on the report of an assault.  Investigation revealed that the 50 year-old 

female resident was seated in her boyfriend’s vehicle, when a verbal altercation ensued.  Moments 

later, the altercation became physical.  The female victim advised officers that her boyfriend, Anthony 

Highsmith, assaulted her, causing her to fall to the ground.  Highsmith then allegedly strangled her “for 

a long period of time.”  The victim suffered a bloody nose, as well as injuries to her head and neck.  

She was treated by Hamden Fire Rescue at the scene.  Anthony Highsmith, 49, of 1160 Dixwell 

Avenue, Apt. 10, Hamden, was arrested and charged with Assault in the 3rd Degree, Breach of Peace 

and Strangulation in the 3rd Degree.  Highsmith, who was detained at police headquarters on a 

$10,000 bond, was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on May 10, 2012.  Officer Robert 

O’Neill of the Patrol Division conducted the investigation. 

 

On May 14, 2012, at approximately 8:30 p.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to 18 

Albertson Road on the report of a family dispute.  Investigation revealed that Gregory Humphries and 

his 27 year-old girlfriend, were engaged in a verbal altercation.  Humphries allegedly grabbed her 

arms, preventing her from exiting the bathroom.  Moments later, after Humphries released her, she 

observed a firearm on a table, located in the living room.  Humphries and his girlfriend have 2 five 

year-old children who were present during the incident.  Officers did in fact locate a fully loaded semi-

automatic handgun on the coffee table.  The firearm did not have the safety on, and Officers promptly 

arrested Humphries and transported him to police headquarters.  Gregory Humphries, 32, of 18 

Albertson Road, Hamden, was charged with Reckless Endangerment in the 1st Degree, Risk of Injury 

to a Minor, Failure to Properly Store a Firearm and Threatening in the 2nd Degree.  Humphries, who 

was released after posting a $5,000 bond, was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on May 

14, 2012.  Officer Mark Sheppard of the Patrol Division conducted the investigation. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

On May 15, 2012, at approximately 12:00 p.m., members of the Patrol Division and Detective Division 

responded to the intersection of Dixwell Avenue and Arch Street on the report of a street robbery.  

Investigation revealed that a 25 year-old New Haven resident was waiting for the bus at the bus stop 

located at Dixwell Avenue and Arch Street.  She was approached by an individual, described as a 

dark-skinned male, 14 to 17 years of age, thin build, wearing a sweatshirt and black winter hat, who 

grabbed her purse from her arm.  The victim chased the individual on foot towards the rear of St. 

Ann’s Church.  A further search for the individual by Hamden Police was unsuccessful.  The victim lost 

her personal belongings and a small amount of money.  Detective Brian Stewart of the Detective 

Division is conducting the investigation.   

 

On May 17, 2012, David B. Fein, United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut, and Kevin 

Lane, Acting Special Agent in Charge of the Drug Enforcement Administration in New England, today 

announced that a federal grand jury sitting in New Haven has returned three indictments charging 61 

individuals with various offenses related to the distribution of cocaine, crack cocaine and heroin, and 

the unlawful possession of firearms and ammunition, in and around New Haven.  The indictments 

were unsealed today after 32 of the defendants were arrested.  Fourteen defendants were already in 

custody, and 15 are still being sought by law enforcement.  These indictments stem from “Operation 

Bloodline,” a joint law enforcement investigation headed by the DEA New Haven Task Force, targeting 

narcotics trafficking and gang violence in New Haven’s Dwight/Chapel and Fair Haven sections.  The 

year-long investigation included the use of court-authorized wiretaps, controlled purchases of crack 

cocaine, execution of search warrants, seizures of narcotics and firearms and extensive physical 

surveillance.  According to statements made in court, in the spring of 2011, the DEA Task Force, in 

conjunction with the New Haven Police Department and the Hamden Police Department, evaluated 

crime statistics in New Haven and determined that the Dwight/Chapel neighborhood, known as “the 

Tre,” was one of the sections of the city with the highest number of violent crimes.  Investigators also 

developed information that there was a large presence of Bloods street gang members in that 

neighborhood, and much of the violence there stemmed from gang-related drug trafficking. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

In association with those arrests, law enforcement officers seized five firearms, quantities of crack 

cocaine and heroin, and approximately $50,000 in cash.  “I want to acknowledge the brave and 

dedicated work of the DEA Task Force, and all of the police departments and law enforcement 

agencies who participated in this lengthy and substantial investigation and today’s arrests, including 

the New Haven, Hamden, West Haven, North Haven, Branford, Ansonia and Meriden Police 

Departments, ATF and the U.S. Marshals Service,” said U.S. Attorney Fein.  “The U.S. Attorney’s 

Office and our federal partners are committed to working closely with local and state law enforcement 

to reduce gang violence and to bring narcotics and firearms traffickers to justice.” 

        “The arrests of these individuals will send a clear message that there is no area that DEA and our 

law enforcement partners will relinquish to gangs,” said DEA Acting Special Agent in Charge Lane.  “If 

you traffic drugs you will be investigated, arrested and prosecuted.  These arrests are a beginning not 

an end.  The success of this operation is a direct attribute of the collaborative work effort of the DEA 

New Haven Task Force, our local law enforcement counterparts and the United States Attorney’s 

Office.”  “The New Haven Police Department is grateful to the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the DEA and all 

the law enforcement agencies involved who have partnered with us to address violence in our city and 

to hold those responsible accountable,” said New Haven Police Chief Dean Esserman.  “The success 

of today’s multi-jurisdictional operation represents outstanding collaboration and effective pooling of 

resources on the part of local and federal law enforcement authorities,” said Hamden Police Chief 

Thomas Wydra.  “We place a very high value on fostering and maintaining these partnerships in the 

interests of enhancing the quality of life in our communities, and our overall law enforcement product.”  

On May 15, 2012, the grand jury returned an indictment charging the following 44 individuals with 

various narcotics offenses related to the trafficking of cocaine, crack cocaine and heroin primarily in 

the Dwight/Chapel area of New Haven:   

KEVIN WILSON, a.k.a. “Nature” and “Nate,” 27, of New Haven,  

RICHARD ANDERSON, a.k.a. “Mayut” and “Porter,” 25 of New Haven, 

LYNWOOD BACOTE, a.k.a. “Max,” 32, of New Haven, 

BRAD BRANNIC, a.k.a. “Cracks,” 29, of New Haven 

PATRICK BATCHELOR, a.k.a. “Diddy,” 29, of New Haven, 

TOMMY BATTLE, a.k.a. “Twin,” 32, of New Haven 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

JEFFREY BENTON, a.k.a. “Fresh,” 27, of New Haven, 

CHOLOE BRIGHT, a.k.a. “Chi-Chi” and “Chello,” 27, of New Haven, 

EZEL BUCHANAN, a.k.a. “EZ,” 33, of New Haven, 

PHILIP BRYANT, a.k.a. “Phat Phil” and “Fizzy,” 25, of New Haven 

RAYMOND CARSON, a.k.a. “Dirt,” 37, of New Haven, 

VINCENT CLARK, a.k.a. “Nu-Nu” and “Duke,” 30, of New Haven, 

FREDRICK COX, a.k.a. “Boot,” 21, of New Haven, 

FREDRICK COX, SR., a.k.a. “Bama-Lama,” 41, of New Haven, 

DARRELL DAVIS, a.k.a. “Baller,” 33, of New Haven, 

JOHNNY DE LOS SANTOS, a.k.a. “Na-Na,” 27, of the Bronx, N.Y.,  

JOSE DEJESUS, a.k.a. “Flaco,” 28, of New Haven, 

JOSHUWA DIAZ, a.k.a. “Fot,” 21, of New Haven, 

ERIC DURANT, a.k.a. “5-8,” 39, of New Haven, 

DANIEL EVANS, a.k.a. “D-Nice,” 30, of New Haven, 

GILBERT GALAN, JR., a.k.a. “G” and “Skittles,” 30, of New Haven, 

PIERRE GALAN, a.k.a. “PLO,” 27, of New Haven, 

JERMAINE GALBERTH, a.k.a. “Maine,” 26, of New Haven, 

CARL HAILEY, a.k.a. “Squirt,” 47, of New Haven, 

WILLIAM HINES, a.k.a. “Gunz,” 28, of New Haven 

EMORY JAMES, a.k.a. “Emmo,” 40, of New Haven, 

LAMAR JONES, a.k.a. “Cream,” 28, of New Haven, 

COREY MADDOX, a.k.a. “CL,” 35, of New Haven, 

JAMES MOORE, a.k.a. “Coolie D,” 32, of New Haven, 

JESUS MORALES, a.k.a. “Cano,” 40, of New Haven, 

RICKY NEWTON, a.k.a. “Sup,” 28, of New Haven, 

CHRISTINA PALLUOTO, 27, of New Haven, 

AMAURY P’DILLA, a.k.a. “Audi,” of the Bronx, N.Y., 

QUIYON REED, a.k.a. “Gutter,” 30, of New Haven, 

ROY REID, a.k.a. “Jamma,” 24, of New Haven, 

 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

NELSON RIOS, a.k.a. “Pito,” 35, of New Haven, 

MICHAEL SANTANA, 26, of Hamden, 

ROBERT SANTOS, a.k.a. “Scoot,” 30, of New Haven, 

ALEXIS SUTTON, 21, of New Haven, 

JOSE TORRES, a.k.a. “Lethal,” 28, of West Haven, 

JUAN VARGAS, a.k.a. “Juan Chiefy,” 25, of New Haven, 

JACQUELINE VALENTINE, 22, of New Haven, 

TYRESE WHITE, a.k.a. “Ears,” 36, of New Haven, and  

MARCUS WYLIE, a.k.a. “Wally Don” 22, of New Haven. 

  

 The indictment also charges WILSON and PIERRE GALAN with unlawful possession of a firearm by 

a convicted felon, and WILSON with possession of a firearm in furtherance of a narcotics trafficking 

felony.  GILBERT GALAN, Jr. is also charged with unlawful possession of ammunition by a convicted 

felon.  The grand jury returned a separate indictment charging the following nine individuals with 

various offenses related to the distribution of cocaine and crack cocaine, also in the Dwight/Chapel 

area of New Haven: 

  

JAMEEL WILKES, a.k.a. “Biggs,” 33, of New Haven, 

RONALD BIDON, a.k.a. “Kiki,” 28, of New Haven, 

MARK FULLER, 48, of New Haven, 

JOSE JIMENEZ, a.k.a. “Vincent Mescrea,” 44, of New Haven, 

KALIF KIERCE, a.k.a. “Leaf Buck,” 24, of New Haven, 

JOSE NEGRON, a.k.a. “Bebe,” 33, of New Haven,  

KEVIN THOMPSON, 34, of New Haven, 

CARLOS TORRES-CORPES, a.k.a. “Papo,” 39, of New Haven, and 

EDWARD WATERS, a.k.a. “Trigger Tre” 23 of West Haven. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

The grand jury also returned an indictment charging the following eight individuals with offenses 

relating to the trafficking of cocaine and crack cocaine, predominantly in Fair Haven: 

  

JAMES BOWMAN, a.k.a. “Jimmy-Jam,” 33, of New Haven, 

EARL BANKS, a.k.a. “E.J.,” of 21, of New Haven, 

THOMAS CARR, a.k.a. “Tommy Love,” 24, of New Haven,  

THOMAS CROCKER, a.k.a. “Stuffy,” 26, of New Haven, 

LEWIS FREEMAN, a.k.a. “Free,” 30, of New Haven, 

DEION MANUEL, a.k.a. “Brother D,” 26, of New Haven, 

TIFFANY MARTINEZ, 23, of New Haven, and 

DAVID THOMAS, 28, of New Haven 

 

 If convicted, the substantial majority of the defendants in these cases face a minimum term of 

imprisonment of 10 years, a maximum term of life, and fines of up to $10 million.  Due to having 

incurred prior narcotics trafficking convictions, a number of defendants face increased penalties. 

U.S. Attorney Fein stressed that an indictment is not evidence of guilt.  Charges are only allegations, 

and each defendant is presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 

This matter is being investigated by the Drug Enforcement Administration’s New Haven Task Force, 

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the United States Marshals Service, and 

the New Haven, Hamden, West Haven, North Haven, Branford, Ansonia and Meriden Police 

Departments.  The Connecticut State Police, the Connecticut Department of Correction, Parole and 

Community Services and the Milford, Hartford, New Britain and Stratford Police Departments have 

provided assistance to the investigation.  This case is being prosecuted by Assistant United States 

Attorneys S. Dave Vatti and Marc Silverman. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

On May 20, 2012, at approximately 2:45 p.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to the 

Farmington Canal Line, in the vicinity of 2335 Dixwell Avenue, on the report of an unconscious female.  

Upon arrival, officers found an 85 year-old Hamden resident, lying on the ground and bleeding 

profusely from the head.  A preliminary investigation revealed that the elderly woman was walking on 

the Farmington Canal Line, fell and struck her head on the ground.  Three women, who were walking 

near the area of the fall, rushed to the 

injured woman and provided her with first-

aid.  The 85 year-old, who was treated at 

the scene by Hamden Fire Rescue, was 

transported to Yale-New Haven Hospital, 

where she was listed in critical condition.  

Officer Mark Atwater of the Patrol Division 

conducted the investigation. 

 

 

On May 23, 2012, at approximately 8:30 p.m., Officer Mark Gery of the Patrol Division was summoned 

by a member of the Hamden Fire Department while on patrol in the Hamden Plaza, regarding a 

wandering child.  He advised Officer Gery that he was approached by a crying 5 year-old child, who 

was walking unattended, in front of Panera Bread.  Officer Gery and the Hamden Firemen escorted 

the 5 year-old into the restaurant, only to find the child’s 3 year-old and 2 year-old siblings sleeping 

unattended.  A witness advised police that she stayed with the children, inside of the restaurant, for at 

least 15 minutes.  Investigation revealed that the mother of the children, Barbara Scharlau, left the 

children unattended, while she went shopping at a nearby supermarket.  She was subsequently 

arrested.  Barbara Scharlau, 37, of 32 Sheffield Street, New Haven, was charged with 3 counts of Risk 

of Injury to a Minor.  Scharlau, who was released on a Written Promise to Appear, is scheduled to 

appear in Meriden Superior Court on June 6, 2012. 



 
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (continued) 

 

On May 28, 2012, at approximately 8:30 p.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to the area of 

Dixwell Avenue and North Street on the report of a street robbery.  The victim, a 14 year-old Hamden 

resident, stated that she was walking on Morse Street, when a group of approximately 7 individuals 

stopped her.  Three of the individuals subsequently stole her headphones and attempted to take her 

cell phone.  She fled on foot, thus eluding the large group.  Moments later, Officers Matthew Barbuto 

and Michael Nawrocki observed 2 of the individuals allegedly responsible, in the area of Hamden Park 

Drive.  They were arrested after further investigation.  The third individual allegedly responsible for the 

robbery was arrested shortly thereafter.  A 16 year-old Hamden resident was charged with Robbery in 

the 3rd Degree, Conspiracy to Commit Robbery in the 3rd Degree, Criminal Attempt to Commit Robbery 

in the 3rd Degree and Interfering With a Police Officer.  She is scheduled to appear in Juvenile Court in 

New Haven on June 11, 2012.  A 17 year-old New Haven resident was charged with Robbery in the 

3rd Degree, Conspiracy to Commit Robbery in the 3rd Degree and Criminal Attempt to Commit Robbery 

in the 3rd Degree.  He is scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on June 12, 2012.  A 16 year-

old Hamden resident was charged with Robbery in the 3rd Degree, Conspiracy to Commit Robbery in 

the 3rd Degree and Criminal Attempt to Commit Robbery in the 3rd Degree.  She is scheduled to 

appear in Juvenile Court in New Haven on June 12, 2012.  

 

On May 29, 2012, at approximately 1:30 p.m., members of the Patrol Division and Traffic Division 

responded to the area of Dixwell Avenue and Church Street on the report of a motor vehicle accident 

involving a motorcycle and a school bus.  Investigation revealed that a motorcycle, which was 

operated by Michael DeFusco, 24, of Hamden, was traveling northbound on Dixwell Avenue, at which 

time he struck the rear of a slow moving school bus, which was also traveling northbound.  There were 

no schoolchildren on the bus.  DeFusco, who sustained serious injuries, was transported to Yale-New 

Haven Hospital for medical treatment.  Officer Stephen DeGrand of the Traffic Division is conducting 

the investigation. 
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On May 29, 2012, at approximately 2:30 p.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to 312 Battis 

Road on the report of a domestic dispute.  Upon arrival officers spoke with the complainant, Justin 

Marioni.  He advised the officers that he had a verbal altercation with his sister, Brittany Marioni. 

Investigation revealed that during the argument, Brittany allegedly grabbed a fireplace poker and 

swung it at her brother.  Justin received a laceration to his hand.  Brittany Marioni, 23, of 537 East 

Street, New Haven, was arrested and charged with Disorderly Conduct.  Brittany Marioni, who was 

released on a Written Promise to Appear, was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on May 

30, 2012.  Officer Jay Bunnell of the Patrol Division is continuing the investigation. 

 

On May 30, 2012, David B. Fein, United States Attorney for the District of Connecticut, announced that 

ELEAZAR THOMPSON, 30, of Dixwell Avenue, New Haven, was sentenced by Senior United States 

District Judge Ellen Bree Burns in New Haven to 84 months of imprisonment, followed by four years of 

supervised release, for distributing crack cocaine.  This matter stems from a joint law enforcement 

investigation conducted by the FBI New Haven Safe Streets Task Force, the DEA New Haven Task 

Force, the New Haven Police Department and the Hamden Police Department.  Through the use of 

court-authorized wiretaps, investigating officers identified and dismantled a large drug-trafficking 

organization that was centered in the Newhallville section of New Haven and Hamden, and was 

responsible for the distribution of crack cocaine and cocaine throughout the Greater New Haven area.  

According to court documents and statements made in court, from September 2010 through October 

2010, THOMPSON purchased distribution quantities of crack cocaine from other members of the drug 

trafficking organization, and then sold the crack to others for profit.  THOMPSON was on state parole 

at the time of the offense.  On August 31, 2011, THOMPSON pleaded guilty to one count of 

conspiracy to distribute 28 grams or more of cocaine base (“crack cocaine”).  Forty-seven individuals 

have been charged in federal court with various narcotics offenses as a result of this investigation. 

 This matter was investigated by the FBI New Haven Safe Streets Task Force (composed of members 

of members of the New Haven, Milford and Hamden Police Departments and the Connecticut 

Department of Correction), the Drug Enforcement Administration’s New Haven Task Force (composed 

of members of the New Haven, West Haven, Meriden, Ansonia, Hamden and  
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Branford Police Departments), along with substantial participation by members of the New Haven and 

Hamden Police Department’s.  The United States Marshals Service also has assisted the 

investigation.  The investigation was funded in significant part by the United States Attorney’s Office 

Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force and supported by the Office’s Project Safe 

Neighborhoods and Anti-Gang programs.  This matter is being prosecuted by Assistant United States 

Attorneys Christopher M. Mattei and Robert M. Spector. 

 

 

 

 

  


