
                                                                                                        

              
 
 
Personnel Matters and Events 

 

AAA Southern New England recognized Connecticut communities in Fairfield, Litchfield, and New 

Haven Counties for their achievements in community traffic safety.  The event was attended by 50 

representatives from area police departments, who received plaques for their individual department’s 

traffic safety education and enforcement programs.  The Hamden Police Department was presented 

with a Plaque and Pedestrian Safety Citation. 

       

During the month of November, Officer Angela Hall of the Community Liaison Unit attended the 

following block watch neighborhood meetings and conducted Safety Talk presentations:   

 

• Hamden Hills - Block Watch 

• Rochford Street - Block Watch 

• Apple Tree Day Care - Safety Talk 

• Sleeping Giant Day Care – Safety Talk 

• Duck Pond Day Care 

 

Training - Sworn Personnel 

 

During the month of November, department-wide training consisted of: 

• Expandable baton training. 

• Apprehension/handcuffing techniques. 

• Department Policy review. 

• Report writing review. 

 

Training: In-Service 

 

o Narcotics Enforcement Officers Association Annual Conference @ Newport, Rhode Island – 

Lieutenant Gabriel Lupo, Sergeant John Testa, Officer Marc Sheppard, Officer Lance Helms, 

Officer Derick Manning, Officer William May, and Officer Robert Manfield  

 

 

 



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Training – K-9 

 

K-9 Units participated in training sessions at the Michael J. Whelan building on Newhall Street and the 

former High Meadows facility on Hartford Turnpike.   The training curriculum included: 

 

o Building searches 

o Narcotics detection 

o Patrol techniques 

o Obedience 

o Explosive detection 

o Tracking 

o Suspect apprehensions

 

Training – Dispatchers 

 

Emergency Medical Dispatching Version 13 review @ American Medical Response (AMR) facility in 

New Haven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest 

 

On November 2, 2011, at approximately 8:50 a.m. Officer Paul Calamita, who is assigned as the 

School Resource Officer at Hamden High School, responded to the courtyard on the report of a 

student who was in the possession of a steel pipe.  High School Security further reported that the 

student had smashed several windows in the courtyard area.  Upon arrival, Officer Calamita observed 

the 18 year-old student standing in the courtyard with the pipe. Several teachers and adult staff, who 

were standing in close proximity to the student, were fearful of their safety.  After ordering the student 

several times to drop the pipe, to which he refused, Officer Calamita successfully deployed his 

department issued Taser. Officer Calamita eventually approached the student and arrested him after a 

physical struggle.  The student refused to relinquish the pipe.  Hamden Fire Rescue responded and 

rendered medical treatment.  The student was transported to Yale-New Haven Hospital for treatment.  

Hamden High School administration placed the school in lockdown for approximately 1 hour.  Damage 

to the windows has been estimated in the area of several thousand dollars.  The investigation is 

continuing and Hamden Police expect to apply for an arrest in the near future.  

 

On November 2, 2011, Hamden Police arrested a fourth individual regarding the burglary and criminal 

mischief that occurred at the New Haven Country Club.  The 4th individual turned himself in at police 

headquarters.  He was charged on the strength of an arrest warrant.  The 16 year - old Hamden 

resident was charged with Burglary in the 3rd Degree, Criminal Mischief in the 2nd Degree and 

Interfering With a Police Officer.  He was released on a Written Promise to Appear and was scheduled 

to appear in court on November 15, 2011.  The arrest warrant was based on an incident that had 

occurred on August 23, 2011, at approximately 12:40 a.m. when members of the Patrol Division 

responded to the New Haven Country Club, 160 Hartford Turnpike, on the report of a burglary in 

progress. Officer Jason Venditto and his K-9 partner “Titan” subsequently tracked 2 16 year-old 

Hamden residents and arrested them.  Investigation revealed that the juveniles illegally entered and 

damaged the barn, a golf cart and the 8
th
 green.  The estimated cost of repair is $10,165.00.  That 

after further investigation, Hamden Police arrested a third 16 year-old Hamden resident who was 

charged with Burglary in the 3
rd
 Degree, Criminal Mischief in the 2

nd
 Degree and Interfering With a 

Police Officer.  The juvenile, who was released on a Written Promise to Appear, was scheduled to 

appear in court on November 15, 2011. 

 



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (cont) 

 

On November 3, 2011, New Haven Police, while investigating an unrelated incident, detained Tanisha 

Mathis who had an active arrest warrant.  Hamden Police subsequently arrested her.  Tanisha Mathis, 

37, of 99 Cedar Street, Apt. 2, New Haven, was charged with Illegally Obtaining a Prescription and 

Conspiracy to Illegally Obtain a Prescription.  Mathis, who was released on a Written Promise to 

Appear, was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on November 19, 2011.  The arrest 

warrant was based on an incident that had occurred in April of 2009, when Hamden Police responded 

to Rite Aid Pharmacy on the report of a forged prescription.  Investigation revealed that Tanisha 

Mathis, allegedly forged 2 prescriptions for the drug Oxycontin.  She received 84 pills during the illegal 

transactions. Further investigation revealed that Mathis allegedly attempted to use a forged 

prescription a third time; however, authorities were alerted to the fraud.  Officer Michael Pantera 

conducted a lengthy investigation and subsequently submitted an arrest warrant affidavit. 

 

On November 4, 2011, at approximately 9:15 p.m. a Stop & Shop employee alerted a Hamden Police 

Officer that a customer was stealing several items.  The officer, Officer Gregg Curran, subsequently 

ordered the individual, (Monroe Crews) to stop. Crews subsequently fled on foot, across Dixwell 

Avenue. While Officer Curran approached, Crews allegedly threatened that he was in the possession 

of a “gun.”  He was promptly arrested. Monroe Crews, 53, of 106 Dixwell Avenue, New Haven, was 

charged with Robbery in the 1
st
 Degree, Larceny in the 6

th
 Degree, Threatening and Interfering with an 

Officer.  Crews, who was detained at police headquarters on a $5,000 bond, was scheduled to appear 

in Meriden Superior Court on November 18, 2011.  Officers learned that Crews was recently released 

from prison.  He began his parole on November 1, 2011 and was subsequently “Remanded to 

Custody” by Parole authorities. 

 

On November 7, 2011, at approximately 11:30 p.m. Officer Bryan Kelly of the Patrol Division was on 

routine patrol in the area of 409 Treadwell Street.  Officer Kelly observed a person removing lug nuts 

off of a tire.  Upon approaching the individual, a foot pursuit commenced.  Officer Kelly arrested the 

individual, identified as Clarence Keen, a short distance away.  Clarence Keen, 45, of 408 Bishop 

Avenue, Bridgeport, was charged with Criminal Mischief in the 4
th
 Degree, Criminal Trespass in the 3

rd
 

Degree, Attempted Criminal Trover in the 2
nd
 Degree and Criminal Attempt to Commit Larceny in the  



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (cont)  

 

6
th 
Degree.  Keen, who was released after posting a $2,500 bond, was scheduled to appear in 

Meriden Superior Court on November 15, 2011. 

 

On November 9, 2011, Adam Franco was arrested at Meriden Superior Court on the strength of an 

active arrest warrant.  Adam Franco, 28, of 30 Oxford Court, Cheshire, was charged with Burglary in 

the 3
rd
 Degree, Conspiracy to Commit Burglary in the 3

rd
 Degree, Larceny in the 3

rd
 Degree and 

Conspiracy to Commit Larceny in the 3
rd
 Degree.  Franco appeared in Meriden Superior court on 

November 9, 2011.  The arrest warrant was based on an incident that had occurred on June 21, 2011, 

at approximately 4:30 p.m. when Hamden Police responded to a Pickwick Drive residence on the 

report of a burglary.  Investigation revealed that an individual had forcibly entered the residence 

through a rear door.  Once inside, numerous pieces of jewelry were stolen.  Approximately 1 month 

thereafter, Hamden Police, with the assistance of the Cheshire Police Department developed a 

suspect.  Detective Brian Stewart of the Detective Division submitted an arrest warrant application to 

the court for Adam Franco, which was subsequently approved. 

 

On November 14, 2011, at approximately 8:00 a.m. Hamden Police responded to the area of Augur 

Street and Winnett Street on the report of a risk of injury to a minor.  Upon arrival, Officer Nicholas 

D’Angelo of the Patrol Division observed a 4 year-old child, walking without shoes, on Winnett Street.  

Further information, gathered from a witness, indicated that the 4 year-old was unattended, and 

walking in the middle of the street.  Officers located the child’s mother, Arnisha Joyner. Joyner was 

allegedly uncooperative with police, continuously refusing to provide identification.  Joyner, who 

resisted arrest, was eventually taken into custody.  Arnisha Joyner, 22, of 12 Winnett Street, Hamden, 

was charged with Risk of Injury to a Minor and Interfering With a Police Officer.  Joyner, who was 

detained at police headquarters on a $25,000 bond, was scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior 

Court on November 28, 2011.  Police notified the Department of Children and Families (DCF).  

 

On November 18, 2011, at approximately 2:30 p.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to the 

report of a burglary in progress on Sherman Lane.  Upon arrival, Officer Nicholas D’Angelo of the 

Patrol Division observed a pick up truck, filled with scrap metal, coming towards him.   

 



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (cont) 

 

The vehicle was operated by Robert King.  Investigation revealed that King allegedly entered a 

Sherman Lane business and removed numerous pieces of scrap metal, as well as car batteries.  

Furthermore, Officers found 2 wax folds of heroin inside of King’s vehicle.  King was subsequently 

arrested.  Robert King, 55, of 3226 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, was charged with Burglary in the 3
rd
 

Degree, Possession of Narcotics and Larceny in the 6
th
 Degree.  King, who was released after posting 

a $5,000 bond, is scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on December 2, 2011. 

 

On November 22, 2011, at approximately 9:00 a.m., members of the Patrol Division responded to the 

parking lot of a Dixwell Avenue business on the report of an intoxicated male sitting in a vehicle.  Upon 

looking inside of the vehicle, officers located drug paraphernalia in plain view.  Further investigation 

led to the recovery of a small quantity of cocaine, as well as 6 Oxycodone and 3 Xanax pills.  The 

occupant of the vehicle, David Grasso Jr., was subsequently arrested.  David Grasso, 21, of 3 

Washington Avenue, Apt. 3, East Haven, was charged with Possession of Narcotics, Possession of 

Drug Paraphernalia and Illegal Storage of Narcotic Pills.  Grasso, who was released after posting a 

$1,000 bond, is scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on December 6, 2011.  Officer 

Stephen Baris of the Patrol Division conducted the investigation. 

 

On November 25, 2011, Officer Bryan Kelly of the Patrol Division responded to a Concord Street 

address on the report of a burglary in progress.  Investigation revealed that a Concord Street resident 

had his wallet and contents stolen from his parked motor vehicle.  Officers located the individual 

allegedly responsible for the theft, Jason Reynoso, who was standing nearby.  Further investigation 

revealed that Reynoso had left his two children, ages 20 months and 4 months, unattended, in his 

second floor residence.  Officers observed the 4 month-old, lying in a bassinet, with a blanket covering 

his head and a feline lying next to him. The children were turned over to a family member.  Jason 

Reynoso, 28, of 43 Concord Street, 2
nd
 floor, Hamden, was promptly arrested and charged with 2 

counts of Risk of Injury to a Minor and Larceny in the 6
th
 Degree.  Reynoso, who was detained at 

police headquarters on a $50,000 bond, is scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court December 

1, 2011. Hamden Police contacted the Department of Children and Families. 

 



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (cont) 

 

On November 27, 2011, at approximately 12:45 a.m. members of the Patrol Division responded to a 

Collins Street address on the report of a suspicious person.  Upon arrival, Officers met with the female 

complainant, who was injured.  Investigation revealed that her husband allegedly attempted to stab 

her with a knife.  While blocking the knife attack, she suffered an injury to her forearm.  Her husband 

then allegedly struck her in the head with a chair.  Furthermore, she allegedly was punched in the face 

numerous times.  She eventually escaped, running to a nearby residence.  Frederic Cohen, her 

husband, fled in a motor vehicle.  The victim was transported to a nearby medical facility for medical 

treatment.  On November 28, 2011, a Connecticut State Trooper took Cohen into custody on Interstate 

95 in West Haven.  Cohen was turned over to the custody of Hamden Police.  Frederic Cohen, 41, of 

41 Collins Street, Hamden, was arrested and charged with Assault in the 1
st
 Degree, Assault in the 2

nd
 

Degree and Disorderly Conduct.  Cohen, who was detained at police headquarters on a $500,000 

bond, is scheduled to appear in Meriden Superior Court on December 1, 2011. 

 

On November 28, 2011, the Hamden Police Department arrested John Grady, 27, of 153 Central 

Avenue in Hamden.  Grady was charged with Burglary in the 3
rd
 Degree (6 counts), Larceny in the 6

th
 

Degree (6 counts), Criminal Mischief in the 2
nd
 Degree (5 counts) and Criminal Mischief in the 3

rd
 

Degree.  Grady, who was detained at police headquarters on a $60,000 bond, is scheduled to appear 

in Meriden Superior Court on December 12, 2011. 

John Grady was arrested for the following incidents: 

 

- On September 19, 2011, at approximately 1:30 a.m., members of the Patrol Division 

responded to Cork and Barrel, 1648 Whitney Avenue.  Officers found the window located in 

the door shattered.  An undisclosed amount of money and cigarettes were stolen. 

 

- On September 20, 2011, at 4:30 a.m., Officers responded to Park Central Tavern, 1640 

Whitney Avenue, on the report of a burglar alarm.  Officers once again found the window, 

located inside a panel door, shattered.  A portion of the cash register was removed from the 

restaurant. 

 



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (cont) 

 

- Moments later, on September 20
th
, Officers discovered that a burglary had occurred at Paul 

and Eddy’s Restaurant, 1630 Whitney Avenue.  The front window was smashed with a blunt 

instrument.  Once again, a portion of the cash register was removed from the restaurant. 

 

- On October 29, 2011, at approximately 3:30 a.m., members of the Patrol Division responded 

to Cork and Barrel, on the report of a burglar alarm.  Investigation revealed that the front 

window was damaged by a large rock.  Once inside, money and cigarettes were taken. 

 

- On November 12, 2011, at 5:15 a.m., Officers were alerted to a burglar alarm at the 

Playwright Café, 1232 Whitney Avenue.  Upon arrival, they found that the rear patio door was 

shattered with a very large rock.  It does not appear that anything was taken during this 

incident. 

 

- On November 13, 2011, at approximately 6:15 a.m., members of the Patrol Division were 

directed to Cork and Barrel, on the report of a burglar alarm.  Officers discovered that the front 

window was broken.  Cigarettes were taken in the burglary. 

 

The businesses that were burglarized aided the Hamden Police Department in the arrest of John 

Grady.  First, each establishment was alarmed.  This enabled Officers to respond quickly and gather 

valuable evidence.  In addition, the businesses had video surveillance equipment, which captured the 

crime in progress.  These images helped lead to the arrest of John Grady.  

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                        

              
 

 

Incidents of Special Interest (cont) 

 

On September 2, 2011 Officers of the Patrol Division received a report of a missing 16 year-old from 

the Children’s Center.  Children’s Center staff was searching for the juvenile, who had displayed 

suicidal tendencies, specifically with drowning.  Moments later, Officer Jay Bunnell of the Patrol 

Division and an individual who identified himself as Michael Patrick, entered the murky waters of Lake 

Whitney and saved the youth.  On November 23, 2011, Hamden Police received additional information 

regarding Michael Patrick’s identity.  Officers learned that Michael Patrick was in fact Michael Rogers, 

who was a wanted fugitive out of Georgia.  Now properly identified it was learned that Rogers was 

wanted for Violation of Probation, relating to his 2001 conviction on 4 counts of Child Molestation 

charges.  Rogers fled from the state of Georgia in 2005.  This new information was turned over to 

members of the fugitive task force.  On November 29, 2011, Detective Raymond Quinn, a Hamden 

officer along with other officers assigned to the United States Marshal Service Connecticut Violent 

Fugitive Task Force sought Rogers.  He was located and arrested.  Michael Rogers, 49 years old, of 

153 Beacon Street in Hamden was charged with being a Fugitive from Justice. He was detained on a 

$200,000 bond.  Rogers was transported to Meriden Superior Court on November 29, 2011.  Georgia 

officials advised Hamden Police that they would have Rogers extradited. 

 

 


