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FARMINGTON CANAL COMMISSION

Minutes: The Farmington Canal Commission, Town of Hamden held a Regular Meeting
on Wednesday, September 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the third floor Conference Room,
Hamden Government Center. The following issues were discussed:

Commissioners in Attendance: David Schaefer, Barbara Gigliotti, Johanna Becker, Michael
Johnson, Bill Horowitz

Others in Attendance: Dan Kops, town Planner, Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk
Mr. Schaefer called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
1. Review Minutes of July 21, 2009

Mr. Horowitz made a motion to approve the minutes of July 21, 2009. Ms. Becker
seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor.

Guests this evening were Joanne lacobellis, and Dr. Jorje Galvez of the Kenwood Neighborhood
Association, and Captain John Lujick of the Hamden Police Department.

Captain Lujick was in attendance because of some reports of crime on the New Haven section of
the trail, and Mr. Schaefer isn't sure if this activity has crossed into Hamden. There was an
incident where a gun was found and someone was arrested on the Hamden side. The
Commission is especially interested in the new section of the trail. Mr. Schaefer said the
Commission has made some conscious decisions about the trail with the belief that users drive
away the abusers. The trail, like other Hamden parks, closes at dusk, therefore there are no
lights, and a blue light system was not installed. A number of years ago there were bike patrols,
and the Commission wonders if they are still in existence.



Minutes: The Farmington Canal Commission, Town of Hamden held a Regular Meeting on
Wednesday, September 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the third floor Conference Room, Hamden
Government Center. The following issues were discussed:

Captain Lujick said bike patrols have been out all summer, except during inclement weather.
They were out from May into August. Hamden does not have an actual bike division. They
have a 106 man department, which probably should be 128 man department, so manning is kind
of tough. Captain Lujick did a printout of activity on the canal line, going back to 4/3/2001.
There are eight or nine pages of incidents, no major crimes, a few robberies, and a few car break-
ins. There was an incident about a month ago with a firearm involved on Hayden's portion of the
trail. Police saw a young man with a sawed off shotgun on the trail near the business park.

There seems to be some gang activity, behind some buildings, etc. Deterrent runs would help.
He believes a couple of pizza delivery guys were drawn in and robbed. We have to do some
crime prevention in some areas, including trying to keep the kids from hanging out after dark.

Captain Lujick was aware of the tunnel plans. Mr. Schaefer said the tunnel will be 105’ long,
14’ wide, and 10’ high. It has been designed as a straight line. There will be no curves, and
plans are to have it lit. He isn't sure about after hours, and there will be security cameras.
Captain Lujick said cameras are a great idea, and lights should be on. There was discussion as to
where the camera would feed to. Even an emergency button would be a good idea. The camera
would feed to police communications. Some areas might benefit from some lighting, even solar
powered, which is used all over the world, including in the streets in Iraq. Prices go anywhere
from $400 to $6,000. Standard street lamps are $2,000. In Iraq they are $6,000 because they
have to survive gunfire. Captain Lujick will do some research on the area. Mr. Schaefer said we
don’t have a guaranteed source of funds, but there are grants, etc. available. Captain Lujick will
forward Dan Kops the links. He said guns are a problem in the south end of Hamden, more than
ever before. Mr. Schaefer said once New Haven's trail connects to Hamden's, more people will
use it as a commuter route. Mr. Schaefer asked Captain Lujick to keep the Commission
informed when incidents come up.

Mr. Horowitz asked where kids gather on the southern end. Captain Lujick replied they are
actually on the canal line, behind buildings, etc. There are gang members and gang wannabe
members, and they gather after dark. Mr. Horowitz has had some concerns that people know
exactly where they are if they have a problem and call 911. Captain Lujick remembers several
years ago police had trouble locating someone that was injured on the trail. They haven’t had
that recently. He will find out exactly what the police capabilities are. Ms. Becker asked if there
is going to be a police substation in the lock keepers house. Captain Lujick replied eventually,
but he is not sure when. The substation by the old middle school is quite active. Captain
Luyjick. will send pertinent information to Mr. Kops, and he will check into GPS capabilities.
Ms. Gigliotti also said we talked about getting mile markers extended to the southern end. They
are worn off in the northern and need refurbishing. Mr. Schaefer also asked Captain Lujick to
make the Commission aware of graffiti and vandalism.

Joanne Iacobellis and Dr. Jorge Galvez representing the Kenwood Neighborhood Association
were in attendance to present a proposal regarding a safe crossing of Sherman Avenue from the
cul-de-sac on Kenwood Avenue. Dr. Galvez spoke of the lack of a safe area to cross. He said
there is heavy traffic all day and the hill causes sight line issues. He had two suggestions, one of
which is a sidewalk leading to the bridge over Sherman Avenue, and the other is putting a
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pedestrian crosswalk with a yield to pedestrian sign, or a traffic light where you would push a
button to activate the walk light. A curb cut from the cul-de-sac to Sherman would be helpful for
those with baby carriages or bicycles.

He feels that many people would walk from the cul-de-sac across Sherman, from a rather large
neighborhood area. Mr. Schaefer explained how difficult it was to get the light on Skiff Street,
and he said they are still trying to take it away from us. This has to be reviewed by the Traffic
Department, and we will see what they say. The most appropriate way to cross must be
identified, then approval is needed from the Traffic Commission, and then a way must be found
to pay for it. Mr. Schaefer thanked Dr. Galvez and Mrs. Iacobellis.

2. Phase I Update (Mt. Sanford Road to Todd Street)

3. Phase IIA Update (Todd Street to Hamden Hills Drive)
There will be a meeting of the Westwoods Neighborhood Association on September 15™ and
representatives from the DOT will be there. The state is moving ahead with the project.

4. Phase [IB Update (Hamden Hills Drive to Connolly Parkway)

5. Phase III Update (Connolly Parkway to New Haven Line)
Mr. Kops reported that construction has wrapped up, change orders are being resolved, there will
be one more spraying of knock weed and then it’s done.

Mr. Kops contacted DOT and they have finished review of the tunnel plans, so that is moving
along.

Regarding the budget, Mr. Kops said the total cost of the construction is going to be $2,763, 895.
The $66,973 is increase due to change orders. We will have $1 to 1.1 million left, and then we
will see what the real costs of the tunnel are and what DOT is going to add on.

Jim Pendry, who was going to be here tonight, has a third design for “Whitneyville,” which has
changed from a condo complex to a condo townhouses and rental combination. This is a better
design from a planning perspective. They will have a public access walk coming from Mather
Street to the trail, which is something people in that area have been asking for. There is also an
emergency access which is a closed gate.

Mr. Schaefer said the water company talked about how they may allow a hiking trail on their
property. It is up to us to go back to them. There will be a meeting with the water company
about the informational sign for the trail.

Bismark Court, off of Oregon Avenue (between Treadwell and Putnam) is a dead end. There is a
break in the railing there. People are trespassing on someone’s property to access the trail. Mr.
Kops said perhaps the property owner could grant the Town an easement and the Town would
hold the property owner harmless from any liability.
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Ms. Becker passed around a copy of an article that appeared at the Historical Society Museum
pertaining to the trail

6. Old Business
Update on requests for memorial benches
An update of the D’ Ambrose, Gold, Larke benches is attached. The D'Ambrose bench has been
installed. Regarding the Gold bench, the location described by Mr. Cooper is different from
what appears in Town Attorney Gruen's resolution. That needs to be corrected before it goes to
the Legislative Council.

Mr. Schaefer said the Commission should figure out where we want the benches and make sure
we have proper spacing, or Commissioners should go out and look at each request. Mr. Johnson
suggested the Commission should pass a resolution about the space between the benches. Mr.
Kops suggested the Commission give the Council a prioritized list of where we would like to see
the benches, and also give a copy to Parks & Recreation.

The Commission needs to make some decisions about the benches. We should tell Mr. Cooper
that we support his view metal benches should be used, and they should be at least 1,000 feet
apart.

Mr. Johnson made a motion that the Commission believes and supports the
recommendation of the Parks & Recreation Department that memorial benches on the trail
be one of the two metal bench designs for aesthetic and maintenance reasons, and they
should be a minimum of 500 feet apart. Ms. Gigliotti seconded the motion. The vote was
unanimous in favor.

Ms. Becker, Mr. Johnson and Ms. Gigliotti agreed to select some appropriate spots along the trail
for benches. Mr. Kops will note them on a map and email it to Commission members. This
should be completed by the November meeting.

7. New Business
New Memorial Bench Request — (Novak)
A new request for a bench has been received from Mr. Novak, in the area of Sergio’s. Ms.
Gigliotti said there should be a suitable location in that area. They should pick 20-30 areas that
are acceptable, and present the ten spots most in need to Parks & Recreation and the Council.
Mr. Novak should be shown the two acceptable bench designs.

Mr. Schaefer said there are some areas with beautiful views, such as behind the car wash at
Connolly Parkway, the detour behind Store 99, and the Powder Farm area.

8. Adjournment
Mr. Johnson made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Gigliotti seconded the motion. The vote was
unanimous in favor. The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
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Submitted by:

Gerry Tobin, Clerk of the Commission
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