
MINUTES OF THE HAMDEN VETERAN’S COMMISSION,
SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITY ROOM, MILLER COMPLEX, 

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2010 AT 5:30 P.M.

Commissioners Present:  Mr. Conway, Mr. Laffin, Mr. McCarthy, Mr. Oakes,
Mr. Ortoleva, Ms. Pavlis, Mr. Shultz

Absent:    Mr. Disorbo, Mr. Slater, Mr. Weil

Guests:     Mr. Curtis, Ms. Parks, Ms. Torello

Approval of Minutes – April 6, 2010 – APPROVED AS WRITTEN.

Memorial Day Parade, May 31, 2010 – Mr. Conway reviewed the tentative parade orders.  Once 
approved they will go out to all the organizations.  The flyover is all set.  Discussion on HVC members 
marching and vehicle transportation.  The ceremony will be at the Veterans Memorial at the Middle 
School at 12:00 noon.  In case of rain, the services will be held inside the Middle School in front of the 
mural.  

Flags at Hamden Cemeteries – Mr. Oakes reported that he started Sunday with Troop #604.  They 
placed about 500 flags at St. Mary's and about 700 at Hamden Plains.  On the 29th Mr. McCarthy will do 
Centerville with the Boy Scouts.  Debbie Laffin will also be assisting.  

**Mr. Oakes also wanted it noted that the number of flags is now over 2000 - just in Hamden.  He 
ordered them this year from the American Legion.  Five area funeral homes – Beecher & Bennett, 
Hamden Memorial, Sisk Brothers, Peter Torello, and Howard K. Hill - each donated $250 towards the 
purchase of flags.  Flags are also available in the Mayor’s office and at the above-mentioned funeral 
homes.  Ms. Parks reported that the small flags she was asked about are American made and can be 
purchased at Battle Zone on the Post Rd.

Moving Wall – West Hartford, June 17-21, 2010 – Mr. Oakes reported it’s the same wall we had here 
in Hamden.  It will be arriving in CT on June 16th.  John Scanlon & the motorcycle group will meet 
them at the border in New York and escort them to West Hartford.

Troop #604 Trip to Washington – Mr. Oakes reported Troop #604 is a troop operating out of Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel Parish.  They went to Freedom Trail up in Boston last fall.  Gettysburg last summer.  And 
now they’re going to Washington the first week in June.  There are some members in the troop that may 
have 2 or 3 kids in the same family so it’s difficult for them to foot the bill ($200 per kid).  



The Elks gave $200.  An anonymous person gave $200.  Mr. Oakes’ Navy Reserve National Organization 
will give at least $200.  He would like to give $200 from the HVC Gift Fund.

Mr. Conway made a motion to approve the donation of  $200 from the HVC to Troop #604.  Mr.  
McCarthy seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.  MOTION PASSES.

VAD – May 28, 2010 – This is the biggest VAD we’ve ever had. 125 veterans and 450 students.  Mr. 
Oakes & Mr. Levy met last week.  We will be getting extra tables from the Middle School in case they are 
needed.  “Everyone is gong to have to give a little bit. It’s going to be really tight”.  Lunches are being 
worked on.  QU was only budgeted for 100 lunches.  They’re working with the Middle School to see if 
they can help.  Ms. Torello offered to help as well. 

There are a lot of new people this year and Ms. Torello will be acting as the “Greeter”.  In answer to the 
question about attire, Mr. Oakes informed everyone that every Friday you wear red in honor of the 
deployed troops.  So, wear red!  North Haven HS & Middle School students will be wearing Red, White 
& Blue.  

Ms. Pavlis reported she is hopeful Rosemary DeAngelis will be able to make it.  She has also contacted 
Delia Lubachino & John Scranski.  She’s still waiting to hear from several people.

Guest Speakers:  Dori Freer, Capt. Retired, USN.  One of the first women to graduate from the Naval 
Academy.  One of the first women helicopter pilots.  One of the first women on a carrier.  In her current 
position at Sikorsky, she’s in charge of the maintenance & repair of the Presidential helicopters.  

The other speaker is an African American gentleman who is a full Major, about to made Colonel.  Brian 
Hill, originally from Windsor, CT, went from high school to SCSU to law school all using the fact that 
he’s a member of the CT National Guard.  Mr. Oakes felt it would be good for the kids, a majority of 
whom are African American, to see Major Hill as a role model.  

Richard Blumenthal & Linda Schwartz have also been asked to attend. 

A friend of Dan Levy’s makes quilts for returnees from Afghanistan & Iraq.  She would like the HVC to 
choose someone who is there that day who has recently returned from Afghanistan to receive a quilt. 

Mr. Ortoleva has prepared the press releases and the scavenger booklets.  There are 6 booklets in 6 
different colors.  Breaking the students into groups will make it easier to move them around.  The 6 
booklets have different questions or they start in a different order – so everyone isn’t starting off in the 
same place. Discussion on signage/identifying different wars.  Ms. Pavlis suggested colored balloons.  

Mr. McCarthy noted the American Warrior Project has already started.  Hamden has the highest 
population of WWII Veterans.  He spoke of a hosting a fundraiser to raise more money from this area so 
more veterans can go.  

Mr. Curtis noted an upcoming event on Sunday, May 16th – Bowl-A-Thon from 2:00 – 5:00 p.

Meeting Adjourned 6:50 p.m.

Submitted by: _______________________________________
Deborah Gaiolini, Commission Clerk
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