
HAMDEN VETERAN’S COMMISSION, 
SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITY ROOM, MILLER COMPLEX, 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 AT 5:30 P.M.

MINUTES

Call to Order & Roll Call

Mr. Oakes called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Acting Clerk Tobin called the roll.  The following 

Commissioners were in attendance:  Ed Schulz, Guy Orteleva, Tom Conway, Ron Weil, Sheila Pavlis, 

Fred McCarthy, Abner Oakes, Jess Mallory.  Also in attendance were Peter Laffin, Jane Park, and 

Peter Curtis.  Commissioners Slater and DeSorbo were excused.  

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence

Approval of Minutes – June 2, 2009

Several members did not receive meeting minutes via email.  Mr. Oakes will report to Ms. Gaolini. 

Action on the minutes was tabled to the next meeting.

Report of Commission Chair 

Old Business:

1. Dedication Veterans Memorial Auditorium
a. DVD – Guy Ortoleva 

Mr. Oakes said that Mr. Orteleva prepared a nice DVD on the dedication of the Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium back in June.  He also said that the mural will be featured at the 
November meeting of The Connecticut Association of Boards of Education, at Mystic Seaport. 
Mr. Conway mentioned that there was a conference being held at the Middle School the week 
of the dedication, so many principals and vice principals saw the mural.  Mr. Ortoleva will 
play a portion of the DVD after the meeting for those that are interested.  

b. Possible Note Paper Design – Abner Oakes



Mr. Oakes said that a photograph has been taken of the mural and it will be placed on note 
cards to be used to obtain donations to the after school program that Ms. Teulings ran or to 
the veteran’s gift fund.

2. Veterans Day Ceremony
a. Pick Date & Place – Abner Oakes
Mr. Oakes asked the Commissions on what date and which place did they feel the Veterans Day services 
should be held.  Veterans Day falls on Wednesday, 11/11/09.  Of the two dates mentioned, Mr. Orteleva 
recommended November 8th, the Sunday before Veterans Day.   The ceremony will be held at the 
Veterans Memorial unless it rains.  Ms. Park said the Veterans luncheon will be at the Elks at noon on that 
day.  Mr. Oakes said the Town Hall probably won’t be available in case of rain.  Ms. Park will check with 
the Elks to see if the ceremony can be held at the Club in case of rain.  Mr. Conway will set up the sound 
system.  Mr. Orteleva recommended that folding chairs be available for those who might need them.  

3. Rivers of Recovery – Peter Laffin
Mr. Oakes said the Commission raised funds for Peter Laffin’s trip to Rivers of Recovery and Mr. Laffin 
was in attendance to talk about his trip.  He thanked the Commission for its help.  Mr. Laffin has been a 
teacher in Hamden for 32 years and has coached football and track.  He is from a family of veterans and 
has three sons in the  service, one in air national guard, one in army national guard and one son medically 
retired from army national guard.  He got involved with Rivers of Recovery when his son Danny was 
injured in Afghanistan.  He and his kids have always used fishing as a way to get through.  Danny lost the 
use of right arm, a portion of his left arm, hearing in his left ear and partial hearing in his right ear and has 
used fly fishing as therapy.  Six months after Danny’s return from Afghanistan, he and his son and some 
of Danny’s injured buddies went fishing in the Naugatuck River.  ESPN picked up on the fact that they 
used fishing for therapy and did an article that was seen by Rivers of Recovery and Dan Cook contacted 
him.  Rivers of Recovery provides medically based rehabilitation for disabled veterans, most with PTSD, 
some physically disabled.  They have a 501(3) (c) designation.  This is the second year of the program, 
and the way it has helped is incredible.  Mr. Laffin showed a video of the trip and brought along 
testimonials from this year’s attendees.  They fish in the Green River, where there are approximately 
14,000 fish per acre.  They hope to host 160 participants next year.  One of their goals is to build financial 
security to continue the program.  All funds raised go directly into the program.  All of the people in the 
program are volunteers.  University of Utah and University of Southern Maine are participating in this 
program. Maine is testing Veterans with urine and saliva samples prior to their trip to Utah, during their 
trip to Utah, and upon their return from Utah, to examine the results of their participation in this program. 
Mr. Laffin said it was tough leaving there.  The key to the program is trying to make the Veterans feel like 
they are part of a family.  They end up talking to each other until late at night.    Mr. Laffin told the story 
of Art, his fishing buddy that hadn’t been out of his house for ten years until this trip.  As he was leaving, 
he told Peter he would have to go to the doctor when he got home, because he hadn’t smiled in 40 years 
and he thinks he broke something.  He now communicates with him every week.  

Ashlar Village Fish Pond
Jess Mallory spoke about the pond at Ashlar Village where you can fly fish from the beach or around the 
cut lawn walkway.  He loves to fish and loves to see others enjoy it.  He will meet with Peter Laffin and 
work on a plan for next spring.   He would like to develop a one on one fishing program for Veterans.  

Shooting Range – Fred McCarthy
Mr. Oakes said more research is needed and we will bring this up at next month’s meeting.



Veterans Gift Fund – Abner Oakes
Mr. Oakes mentioned that the Veterans Gift Fund stands at almost $2,000 at the beginning of this fiscal 
year.  He has made a request of Wal Mart for a donation and hopes to get something.  This fund is used to 
purchase DVD’s etc., and is separate from the Memorial Day Parade, flags, etc. 

New Business

1. Wreaths Across America – Abner Oakes
As of this year, the CT Chapter of Gold Star Mothers has taken over running the Wreaths Across America 
program.  They plan to be in Hartford on December 8th at 6:00 p.m. for a ceremony in the Armory, then 
on to Bridgeport for lunch and then Darien that evening.  Mr. Oakes has been asked to help out with the 
plans.  Wreaths Across America will not be stopping in Hamden this year.  Linda Schwartz wants to get 
involved and have them stop at the Rocky Hill Veterans Home.

2. Resolution to Change Make-up of Commission – Abner Oakes
The Veterans Commission consists of 11 members.  It was originally nine members and was expanded to 
11 in 2006, with two members allowed to be non-veterans.  A new Ordinance is before the Legislative 
Council to change the makeup of the Commission to 11 members with three members allowed to be non-
veterans.  We currently have ten members with two being non-veterans.  Mr. Oakes asked for comments 
from Commissioners.  The Commission could still have 11 veterans as members if Veterans came 
forward.  Mr. McCarthy requested that applicant resumes for both Veterans and non-veterans go from the 
Mayor’s Office to the Commission for review prior to their being sent to Council.  

Mr. McCarthy made a motion to approve the revision of the makeup of the Veterans Commission 
to allow for three civilians out of the eleven members.  Mr. Mallory seconded the motion.  The vote 
was unanimous in favor.  

3. Stand Down – Abner Oakes
Stand Down will take place September 18th in Rocky Hill. Buses are coming from third district pick up 
spots.  There will not be a stop in Hamden.  Flyers have been posted around Town.  The Elks gave them a 
check for $3,000 which will be used for the Stand Down

4. Labor Day Weekend Golf Fund Raiser – Abner Oakes
On Labor Day Weekend, golfers at Laurel View will be asked for an extra dollar for green fees, which 
will go toward a scholarship fund for children of deceased service men from the Desert Storm, 
Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts.  

5. High School Guidance Office – Abner Oakes
Mr. Oakes has not heard back yet, but he has asked Hamlet Hernandez to get us a lead to someone in the 
Guidance Office to present some of our programs.  He asked Ron Weil to put together information on 
what programs are available across the United States.  

      6. Aces Tuesday November 10th at 10:00 a.m.  
Ken Henrici, the Mayor’s brother will be speaking at Aces on State Street about his service in Vietnam, 
and he is asking Mr. Laffin’s son Robert to see if he can get some of the National Guard people to attend. 
This is all geared around the Boy Scout Troop and will be attended by all students.



Mr. Orteleva put together a meeting in November with Arthur Erickson of Beecher and Bennett, who is 
involved in a national group that works with Veterans.  He wants to do a Vietnam related Veterans Day 
event.  Mr. Orteleva talked to him about an all veterans event, the evolving call to service from WWII to 
present.  This would be a panel discussion on how the call to service has evolved.  He wants this to 
coincide with Veterans Day and has reserved 11/10 at Miller Library or the Middle School.  This would 
be like the D Day event.  

The only problem Mr. Oakes sees at the Middle School is parking, depending on number of people we 
have, and seating ability for some of the Veterans that might have a problem.  Tom Conway feels the 
Middle School and High School are better locations than Thornton Wilder for this type of event.  

Tom Conway mentioned the new flag pole at Town Center Park, which was donated by past Exalted 
Rules of the Elks Club.  They have placed a single pole, which will have a monument in front of it, and a 
plaque noting the donors will be place on the monument.  Mr. Conway said that funding is available for 
the Town’s electrician to install the lighting.  The flag will then fall under Parks & Recreation for raising 
and lowering, etc.  We will also memorialize the site as the location of the Moving Wall when it came to 
Hamden.  Once the site is ready, flags will go up, and then at a later date we will have an official 
dedication.

There was no further business.

Adjournment

Mr. Conway made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Schultz seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.

Submitted by: ______________________
      Gerry Tobin, Acting Clerk
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