
TOWN OF HAMDEN

Town Center Park Commission
Hamden Government Center

2750 Dixwell Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

203-287-7100
203-287-7101 (fax)

MEETING MINUTES

The Town Center Park Commission held a regular meeting on Wednesday February 17, 2010 
in the Mayor’s Conference Room in Hamden Government Center, at 7:00 p.m.  The following 
issues were discussed:

Commissioners in Attendance:  Matt Fitch, Jaime Allesandrine, Berita Rowe Lewis, Ann Bell 

Absent: Jay Matthews

Others in Attendance:  Julie Smith, Liaison to the Mayor’s Office, Rose Lion, Commission Clerk
 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Fitch called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.

Mr. Fitch motioned to make Rose Lion Clerk of the Commission.  The motion passed 
unanimously.

The minutes of last month’s meeting were approved.

MEMORIAL TREE FOR CAPTAIN SKLAVER

There was a discussion of the plans for a memorial tree to be planted in Town Center Park for 
Captain Sklaver, the first service person from Hamden killed in Afghanistan.  Ms. Bell explained 
tha prior to his death, Captain Sklaver worked to provide clean water in Uganda.  The family of 
Captain Sklaver has started a non – profit organization called “Clear Water Initiative” to carry on 
his work by building wells in Uganda.  Mr. Fitch inquired as to the funding for a memorial tree 
and the Veteran’s Commission was suggested.  Best times for planting were reviewed. 
Memorial Day was suggested and also Saturday May 29, 2010.  The Saturday was favored based 
on practical concerns.  Mr. Fitch suggested that a weekday planting be considered in order to 
involve Middle School students and other students.  Ms. Smith offered to consult Abner Oakes of 
the Veterans commission regarding possible funds.

THE BARN

There was a brief discussion of the “barn” in Town Center Park.  Mr. Fitch emphasized that this 
project needs attention and should be moved forward.

HANDICAP PATH

The Town Center Park Handicap Path project was discussed.  Mr. Fitch inquired about funding 
and Ms. Smith indicated that Locip funds are available and that a proposal is required.  A cost 
update is needed from the Public Works and Engineering Departments.  Ms. Smith will follow up 
on acquisition of this update.  The Commission expressed a desire to walk the proposed path 
route, weather permitting, during our next meeting.  The next meeting will be held at 6 PM 
instead of 7 PM so as to be in daylight for the walk.



SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

There was a brief discussion of the Summer Concert Series.  Ms. Rowe expressed interest in 
seeing a more “updated” menu of performers.

CONGRESSIONAL APPROPRIATION FUNDS

Mayor Jackson and Julie Smith went to Senator Lieberman’s office last week regarding such 
funds and their availability to Hamden.  Ms. Smith offered Town Center Park for consideration. 
The “All Abilities Playground” idea for Town Center Park was well received and it fits one of the 
categories for grants.  There is money available, perhaps up to $5000.00.  Ms. Smith will 
continue to investigate requirements to apply for this funding.

USE OF PARK SPACE

Uses for the town Center Park Space were explored.   Favorite ideas include having teachers, 
students and families involved and maintaining a user friendly environment.  Hamden Soccer 
may express interest in a field at the Park.  Commissioners expressed general concern that this 
may not be a practical use for the space.  It is not meant to be an “Athletic Field”.  Ms. Rowe 
mentions that maintenance of the Park should be a key concern and all commissioners agreed.
The Town Center Park Commission believes this should be a “Signature Park” for Hamden.
Ms. Allesandrine offered to explore ideas for the park with her peers who are professional 
educators.  Ms. Lion suggested investigating how other municipalities have planned their Town 
Parks.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM.

*Next Meeting - March 17, 2010, (7 PM)

*MARCH 17 MEETING WILL BE HELDAT SPECIAL TIME, *6 PM 
TOWN CENTER PARK   

    

Submitted by,
Rose L. Lion, Commission Clerk
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