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TRAFFIC

EXISTING PROPOSED
Whitney Avenue Whitney Avenue Proposal #1

ST-66-42 (same curb line)
South of SR 40

EXISTING PROPOSED
Whitney Avenue Whitney Avenue Proposal #2

ST-86-62P (new curb line)
South of SR 40

EXISTING PROPOSED
Whitney Avenue Whitney Avenue Proposal #3

ST-76-52P (new curb line)
South of SR 40

EXISTING PROPOSED

PROPOSED THOROUGHFARE REFINEMENTS
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TRAFFIC

The “proposed” diagram showsseveral concepts including: a multi-way 
boulevard concept with significant on-street parking; limiting cross-street 
left turns; and general access management in an urban form.

One-way streets should be phased out in Hamden.

Driveways, where no median is present, should align across thoroughfares.  
Existing misalignments, such as the easterly driveway near Whitney and 
Worth, should be realigned.

EXISTING PROPOSED
Dixwell Avenue

(without turn lane)
Dixwell Avenue Proposal #2

ST-100-66P

EXISTING PROPOSED
Dixwell Avenue

Benham to Collins
Dixwell Avenue Proposal #2

ST-100-66P
(same curb line)

EXISTING
Dixwell Boulevard

Skiff to Connolly Parkway

PROPOSED
BV-163-57P

(ROW extended into existing 
setback area)

PROPOSED
BV-163-57P

PROPOSED
BV-163-57P
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STREETCARS

Connecticut Street Car Map  c. 1920
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STREETCARS

Two principle goals of implementing 
a SmartCode in Hamden are 
to allow for dense, mixed-use 
development that will be less of 
a drain on town services and to 
facilitate neighborhoods that are 
walkable in nature.  Especially 
at the present, these goals run 
contrary to the implications of the 
current system of transportation.  As 
in much of America, most people 
drive alone in a car to each activity 
they undertake, be it living, working, 
shopping, learning, or recreating.   
The result is that for each car, there 
are six parking spaces, which usually 
take the form of vast expanses 
of asphalt parking lots, and that 
amounts to large portions of valuable 
real estate being underused.  

Throughout the country, 
municipalities looking to efficiently 
use land and increase development 
and walkability are turning to a 
mode of transportation that gave 
way to the growth of Hamden a 
hundred years ago – the streetcar.  
Streetcars are steel-wheeled modes 
of public transportation powered 
by an overhead electric cable with 
tracks laid into city streets.  They can 
run with traffic or separated from 
it.  Most importantly, they have an 
uncanny track record of facilitating 
compact walkable development.  
Cities large and small currently 
employing or considering streetcars 
include Portland, Oregon; Lowell 
Massachusetts; Kenosha Wisconsin; 
Chicago; and dozens more 
including New Haven.  

The primary driver behind the 
success of streetcars nationwide is 
their permanence, as signified by 
tracks in the street.  Additionally, 
they are quieter than diesel buses, 
provide a smoother ride and have 
easily navigable routes because of 
their tracks.  The result is that people 
of all walks of life, not just the transit 
dependent, feel comfortable riding 
the cars.  Developers know they 
are not going to be quickly moved, 
so they feel comfortable building 
densely adjacent to them.  Streetcars 
are a perfect complement to the 
implementation of a SmartCode.  

Hamden has a long streetcar history.  
Lower Dixwell, Whitneyville, Spring 
Glen, and Lower State Street were 
neighborhoods that grew out of the 
extensions of New Haven Streetcar 
lines.  Doing most of their working 
and shopping in the city, people 
could then take the streetcar back 
to Hamden and stroll back to their 
homes.  

Today, streetcars in Hamden could 
provide a comfortable means by 
which to travel between different 
parts of town while reducing 
dependence on the automobile.  
Not only that, but with the City of 
New Haven exploring streetcar 
possibilities, linkages to downtown 
business and cultural events have 
the potential to be created. 

PORTLAND STREETCARPORTLAND STREETCAR

CONNECTING PORTLAND’S NEIGHBORHOODS CONNECTING PORTLAND’S NEIGHBORHOODS

DEVELOPMENT ORIENTED STREETCAR IN THE

21ST CENTURY

DEVELOPMENT ORIENTED STREETCAR IN THE

21ST CENTURY


