
Hamden Tree Commission 

Main Floor Conference Room 

Hamden Government Center 

Meeting of  

Tuesday, August 16, 2016 

Minutes 
6:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

Commissioners in Attendance:  Jill Nathanson, Tom Parlapiano, Andy Brand, Mike  

    Montgomery 

Commissioner Excused:   Susan Sternberg 

Others in Attendance:   Geoff Harris, Gerry Tobin 

 

Call to order – 6:38 

Mr. Parlapiano called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. 

 

Approval of minutes of regular meeting of July 19, 2016 

Page 2 Paragraph 2, line 3, change Mr. Parlapiano to Ms. Nathanson.  Line 4, after Road, 

remove period and replace A with a.  Second Paragraph under Item 2, line 3, change hel 

to he 

Page 3, item 3, 4
th

 line, change can to that 

Page 4, third line from bottom, after sidewalk, ad Mr. Parlapiano said he would contact 

the tree warden. 

 

Mr. Montgomery made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 19, 2016 

meeting as corrected.  Ms. Nathanson seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous in favor.   

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items 

There were no public comments. 

 

Old Business 

1. Public Works Tree Activity Report 

Trees Planted/Removed/Pruned/Permits Issued 

 

Ms. Nathanson said she noticed that the tree at 161 Thornton Street has been removed. 

Elaine Dove called and reported a couple of dead trees on Santa Fe.  One was marked 

prune/remove and it had the yellow sign on it.  The signs have been changed to reflect 

“prune” only on a yellow sign.  

 

Mr. Harris met with Mr. Green at the Farmington Canal Trail at Morse Street.  There was 

an issue with a couple of trees that blocked the line of sight for an electronic item  being 

placed on a pole and pointing toward the Keefe Center.   

 



2. United Illuminating Vegetation Management Status 

Mr. Parlapiano hasn't seen any further progress on Cooper Lane.  Mr. Montgomery 

noticed that a truck came along and picked up some of the smaller logs on Still Hill Road.  

Mr. Harris noticed some on Shepard Avenue and Mr. Brand noticed some on Gaylord 

Mountain Road. Mr. Montgomery said there is still some activity on cleanup.  Mr. Harris 

mentioned a big stump still standing on West Todd Street.   

 

3. Notable Trees Update 

Ms. Nathanson sent everything to Mr. Donnelly twice and she got a response that he 

didn't get it, and she sent it again and didn't hear back.  She decided to do the notable tree 

publicity herself.  Only Patrick can put it on the web site.  Ms. Nathanson said she had a 

visit from two men today at her house.   Mr. Montgomery and Mr. Brand looked at the 

blue spruce in her yard and said it is a notable tree, and not just for Hamden.  It might 

hold the state record.     

 

The state champion blue spruce has 191 points.  It has a 94 inch circumference, and Ms. 

Nathanson's tree is 102.  The record tree is 87' high, and Ms. Nathanson's is 90' high.  The 

current champion blue spruce has a spread of 38 feet, where the Nathanson's tree 

measured incorrectly at 35' but actually has a 38' spread.  Clearly it is a record.  Glenn 

Dryer of Connecticut College has the champion tree information on his web site.  Mr. 

Montgomery and Mr. Harris will work on the exact measurements and send them in.  Mr. 

Harris assumes the tree was planted around the time the house was built in 1929.    

 

4. Updated Drafts of Pruning and Planting Policies 

There was no news to report. 

 

5. Review of Annual Report 

Mr. Parlapiano said while looking for the information for the annual report, he found 

something in the Town of Sidney.  They have a set of pruning regulations on their web 

site.  Mr. Harris and Mr. Brand looked at it and felt it was very well done.  Mr. 

Parlapiano imagines the target audience for the annual report is the Legislative Council.  

Mr. Montgomery has a problem with the term managing and management in a few 

places, and said that was not the mission of the Commission.  Public Works and others 

are doing the managing.  We are the advisory commission and should use words such as 

evaluating, advising and assessing.  Mr. Montgomery will send his suggestions to Mr. 

Parlapiano.  There was discussion on whether the  I Tree application was completed.  

 

There was discussion on the Commission's goals, for 2016/17.   He thinks the Tree City 

designation wouldn't come until 2018.  Ms. Nathanson said if we can get a tree ordinance 

passed before the end of the year, we might be able to get the Tree City designation next 

year.  Mr. Parlapiano said you have to have the tree city designation before you can 

qualify for grant money.   

 

Mr. Parlapiano looked at the email from Mr. Montgomery regarding the tree ordinance 

from 1993.  He said Mike Siciliano is Mr. Green's backup.   

 



Mr. Montgomery mentioned a big silver maple on Waite Street that came down in a 

recent storm.   

 

Mr. Montgomery would like to add a goal of increasing public awareness of the value of 

trees and their care.  Mr. Harris asked if we want to set any kinds of goal to increase the 

tree removal activity of hazardous trees.  The Town of Hamden is not able to take down 

the trees that need to be taken down for public safety.  They need to put out bids for tree 

removal.  They did it in Bethany. If they ever did that, it should be split among Hamden 

businesses.  Mr. Montgomery said the way the Town does business has to do with union 

contracts.  Mr. Harris said this is something he feels very strongly about.  We should 

focus attention on hazardous trees.  We can't take them down or do the work.  In addition 

to planting trees, we need to focus on public safety. Mr. Montgomery said one of the first 

steps is to identify the hazard trees in Town.   Ms. Nathanson asked if the letter that we 

voted to write at our last meeting, has been written.   

 

Mr. Montgomery said Public Works has the requests for tree removal and the location of 

the stumps for the trees that have been removed.  There was discussion on the 

commissioners doing a tree inventory.  Mr. Parlapiano felt that didn't make sense unless 

the inventory would be turned over to someone who would keep it updated.  Mr. 

Parlapiano agrees that hazardous trees are a major issue.  One of the goals of the 

commission could be to develop and maintain an inventory of hazard trees in public 

areas. 

 

Mr. Brand felt it might be helpful to take some photos, etc., and go in front of the 

Legislative Council.  Mr. Montgomery said we could choose a couple of streets in 

various parts of town.  He feels the Legislative Council might be able to put some 

pressure on the Town or Public Works to put tree removal out to bid.  Mr. Parlapiano  

said we want to focus the Town's attention on the mounting inventory of hazard trees.  

Mr. Parlapiano would like to get the annual report to the Legislative Council by mid 

September.   

 

6. Other Old Business 

Watering – Mr. Montgomery went to Basset Park about a month ago and found one tree 

was uprooted.  He said seven trees were watered and one was not. 

 

Mr. Harris read an article he prepared on watering.   

 

Mr. Harris mentioned several streets in the northern end of town, and said United 

Illuminating won't be back to that area until 2020, and there are many dead trees in that 

area.  There was discussion on the dead Ash at the corner of Shepard and West Shepard 

that reaches over the road and over the lights.  Mr. Harris started counting trees today at 

Tuttle Avenue.  Ms. Nathanson feels we should get the letter out.   Mr. Harris wants to 

say hundreds of dead/hazard trees, but needs to know that there are actually hundreds.  

He mentioned one section on Gaylord Mountain Road where there are at least 25 dead 

trees.  Mr. Harris said the letter has to be directed to the United Illuminating and to the 



Town.  Mr. Cesare or the Mayor should be having this conversation with the United 

Illuminating's customer service representative. 

 

New Business 

1. Fall Planting Plans/Tree Requests 

Mr. Montgomery said he still has to survey Lent Road.  Mr. Parlapiano said it would be 

helpful to find out what kind of window we have for the tree crew.  He also mentioned 

that the trees should be left in the shade until planted.  Mr. Parlapiano asked if we can 

start moving on Duel Road.  He added that we need 18 trees for Duel Drive and 20 or so 

for Lent and Leo.  We should be aiming for at least one more planting project.  Mr. 

Montgomery said one delivery is about 25 trees.  Mr. Parlapiano  suggested we not put 

new trees in parks or on public property where there is no one to take care of them.  Mr. 

Montgomery said the tree watering bags seem to be working well.  We shouldn't be 

planting trees and watching them die.   

 

Ms. Nathanson said maybe one of our goals should be educating Public Works on 

planting trees and keeping them alive.  Maybe we should fight for a dedicated tree crew.  

Mr. Montgomery suggested perhaps we get out of the business of planting trees and work 

with a conservation corps.  Mr. Parlapiano said this is something we have to work on but 

not a goal because it isn't something we can do.  The dying trees can be attributed to 

emerald ash borers, lack of water, etc. 

 

Mr. Montgomery said the Commission and Town Arborist are the best people to 

designate hazard trees.  

 

2. Fall Festivals 

           Whitneyville (9/10) 

Ms. Sternberg will be available for the morning.  Mr. Harris said it would be a good idea 

for him to bring his resistograph and a couple of good pruning saws.  He can be there 

with a Commissioner, but not on his own.  Mr. Parlapiano can probably help on the 10
th

.   

   

            Brooksvale Park (9/24; 11am-4pm) 

Mr. Brand will check his calendar for the 24
th

. 
 

There was further discussion on the notable tree publication.     

 

Adjournment 

Mr. Brand made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Nathanson seconded the motion.  The 

vote was unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

 

 

 

Submitted by:  __________________________ 

  Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk 


