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Hamden Tree Commission announces Connecticut Champion “Notable Tree” for November 2016 

 

Hamden, CT – November 1, 2016 

 

The Hamden Tree Commission is pleased to announce the Hamden Notable Tree for the month of 

November, 2016. This Colorado blue spruce, often called simply “blue spruce,” is located in the Spring 

Glen area of Hamden. It was nominated by its owner, David Margolis, and Hamden’s consulting arborist, 

Geoff Harris.  The blue spruce (Picea pungens) is an evergreen conifer native to the Rocky Mountains 

and commonly found in western and northern states.  Its cone-like shape is created by dense, symmetrical 

branches which gradually taper to a point at the top of the tree. The tree has 1.5 inch long, blue-green, 

four-sided needles that are sharply pointed. It produces 2 to 4 inch cones which tend to cluster at the top 

of the tree.  

 

A typical blue spruce reaches a height of 30 to 60 feet at maturity, with a horizontal spread of 10 to 20 

feet. This particular blue spruce is measured at 91 feet tall, with a circumference of 102.5 inches (8.5 feet) 

and a spread of 47 feet.  Tree Commissioner Mike Montgomery, pictured here at the base of the tree, 

thinks it was probably planted around the time the house was built, in 1928.  

 

The Tree Commission submitted the blue spruce to the Notable Trees Project in Connecticut, a program 

run by Connecticut College, and it was recently approved as the Connecticut Champion which means it is 

the largest recorded blue spruce in the State of Connecticut. The previous record holder, in the Town of 

Canaan, is significantly smaller at 87 feet tall with a circumference of 94 inches and a spread of 38 feet. 

You can view this tree and other Connecticut Notable Trees on their website at 

www.notabletrees.conncoll.edu. 

 

If you have a tree you would like to nominate, please send its location, an image and a few sentences 

describing the tree and what you think makes it notable to: help@hamden.com. Please include your name, 

address, email and phone number as well. Or you can mail your nomination to the Hamden Tree 

Commission care of the Mayor’s Office, Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, 

CT 06518.  
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