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Commissioners in attendance:  Frank Gasparro, Chairman
Frederick Schramm, Vice Chairman
David Bruhn
David Cooper
Martin Mador
Amy Sowitcky

Others in attendance: Chris Marchand
Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk

 Raquel Kennedy
Kimberly Saultus, Noresco
John Kappinen, Noresco

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Gasparro called the meeting to order at 7:11 PM.

Kimberly Saultus, of Noresco addressed the Commission at Mr. Gasparro's invitation.  Ms. Saultus explained the 
services her company provides.  Ms. Saultus introduced John Kappinen a Program Manager at her company.  Ms. 
Saultus explained that her company does Energy Performance Contracting.  Ms. Saultus explained that the reason 
they are here is to see what they can do to help the Commission accomplish their goals.

Mr. Mador and Mr. Marchand explained the Town's former contract with Vestar. 

Mr. Marchand said an RFP would be necessary for entering a contract with an Energy Performance Contractor. 

Mr. Kappinen listed the towns they have worked with, and the work they had done in these towns.  Mr. Kappinen 
further explained how NORESCO accomplishes their work.

There was a lengthy discussion and a question and answer exchange between the Commissioners and Ms. Saltus and 
Mr. Kappinen.

Ms. Saltus said she has spoken with Kath Schomaker who directed her to this will be calling on the mayor asked is 
the commission see a value in how this could help this commission.  She also asked what would be the next step that 
could be taken.  There will be an event on October 24th from  8:30 AM to 12 PM entitled Resilient Connecticut.  The 
theme of this event will be how Energy Performance Contracting can help towns beyond  just green and saving 
money, but also facing the many challenges such as storms, disasters, etc. 

Ms. Saltus said NORESCO has been in business for 30 years, and they would be very interested in helping this 
commission accomplished its goals

Next, Raquel Kennedy, a consultant working with the Energize Connecticut Program and the Energize Hamden and 
Waterbury programs addressed the Commission.   She is currently working with Sherrie Borrelli of UI.
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Ms. Kennedy said she is here to give the Commission an update on the Program that began in late July.  There have 
been 105 projects completed.  51 homes are scheduled for Home Energy Solution visit.  There are also 45 homes in 
the process of being scheduled.  They have had 12 events regarding the program, and there are two more scheduled, 
one at Miller Memorial Library on September 26th and one at the Farmers Market on September 27th.

Mr. Marchand said he received an e-mail saying the program ends on September 15th.  Ms. Kennedy said they are 
looking into getting an extension from DEEP.  

Ms. Kennedy further explained what the program provides.  

Ms. Kennedy asked if anyone present had participated in the Home Energy Solutions Program.  Three of the 
Commissioners present signed up for a Home Energy Solution visit.

$10,400 has been raised through this program, and will be donated the Community Services Department for Fuel 
Assistance.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 15, 2013

Commissioner Sowitcky motioned to approve the Minutes of the July 5, 2013 meeting as presented.  
Commissioner Bruhn seconded the motion that passed unanimously.

MICROGRID PROJECT

The Microgrid project was not accepted by the State.  Mr. Schramm discussed what he would like to see done 
regarding microgrid installations for the future.  Mr. Schramm said he would like to see the Town recognize 
Sleeping Giant Energy as a municipal corporation similar to the Hamden Economic Development Corporation on 
which Sleeping Giant Energy is modeled. He said we could also move forward to the geoexchange program.  

Mr. Schramm discussed the installation of a minigrid as opposed to a microgrid.  There was a lengthy discussion 
regarding this topic.  

OLD BUSINESS

There was a discussion regarding the Sleeping Giant Energy Corporation.

NEW BUSINESS

Solarize Connecticut was discussed by Mr. Marchand.  He explained that this program is through CEFIA.  He said it 
is a ten-week program.  There will be an RFP and a vender will be awarded.  There will be a single vender.  There 
was a lengthy discussion regarding this program.  CEFIA and SmartPower will select the vender.  Mr. Marchand has 
invited Erin O'Sullivan of SmartPower to attend the next Commission meeting to discuss this program.

Mr. Cooper asked what the objections were to the CPACE program at the Council meeting.  Mr. Mador is trying to 
put together a meeting with Curt Leng and Kath Schomaker to learn what the objections were.  There was a lengthy 
discussion regarding this subject. 

Mr. Gasparro thanked Mr. Mador for making a list of the Commission's Strategic Planning Objectives.  Mr. 
Gasparro said that someone needs to “pick up the ball and run with it”.  He suggested that Mr. Mador do this.  Mr. 
Mador explained the objectives of strategic planning and what decisions need to be made.  There was an exchange 
between Mr. Gasparro and Mr. Mador regarding how this should be accomplished.   Mr. Mador suggested that only 
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Roger Smith is given this task.  Mr. Mador said that Mr. Smith has agreed to come before the Commission to 
facilitate these objectives.  Mr. Mador said he included everything on the list as a starting point.  Mr. Gasparro said 
this needs to be a major Agenda items.  Ms. Sowitcky suggested that a meeting on this should not be scheduled for a 
couple of months to allow the Commissioners to have time to discuss this, and prepare their input.  There was a 
discussion regarding Mr. Smith availability.

Mr. Mador asked if this proposal have enough appeal to schedule a meeting to discuss it.

Mr. Gasparro suggested a meeting be scheduled on the week of October 7th.  The meeting will be held on October 
8th, and last 90 minutes.  The meeting and will only cover strategic planning.  

Mr. Bruhn asked what would be done with the $15,000 funds available to the Commission.  An electric vehicle 
charging station was suggested.  Mr. Bruhn suggested lighting for the Town parking lots.  Mr. Marchand said any 
Town project would have to be approved by the Council.  Mr. Bruhn suggested putting up more solar panels on the 
Middle School.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding this topic.  

ADJOURNMENT

There was no further business to come before the Commission and Chairman Gasparro called for a motion to 
adjourn.  Commissioner Cooper motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Sowitcky seconded the motion that 
passed unanimously.  Chairman Gasparro adjourned the meeting at 9:23 PM.

Submitted by: _________________________
                       Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk    


