
ENGERGY USE & CLIMATE CHANGE COMMISSION
MEETING

MAY 19, 2014
7:00 PM

MAIN FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
HAMDEN GOVERNMENT CENTER

2750 DIXWELL AVENUE
HAMDEN

Commissioners in attendance:  Frank Gasparro, Chairman
       Frederick Schramm
                                                     David Bruhn

      David Cooper 
                                                     Brian Lier
                                                    
Others in attendance:   Chris Marchand
                                        Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Gasparro called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.

MINUTES

Commissioner Cooper motioned to accept the Minutes of the April 21, 2014.  Commission Mador 
seconded the motion that passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Solarize Hamden Update 

Mr. Marchand discussed the $15,000 award from UI that is available to the Commission.  At the 
previous meeting the Commission voted to use these funds to install Solar lighting at Town Center 
Park.  Mr. Marchand explained how this project will be funded.  

There was a discussion regarding this subject.  Mr. Bruhn felt the funds should be used for Clean 
Energy signups.  He said that the Home Energy Audits should be given out to the first 200 applicants.  
Mr. Lier pointed out that income qualified resident can get the audit for free.  

There was a very lengthy discussion regarding this subject.  

Mr. Mador suggested using some of the funds to set up a website to direct residents to information 
regarding programs that are available for energy savings.

Mr. Gasparro suggested installng sever EV Stations around Town.  There was a discussion regarding 
the cost of these stations and the installations of the stations.
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Mr. Marchand said the CT Solar Challenge will be holding a on June 10th.  Aegis will be running this 
meeting.  Mr. Marchand explained this program.  There was a short discussion regarding this subject.  

Mr. Leir shared pictures of the solar installation at his home.

There was further discussion regarding the solar lighting installation at Town Center Park.  It was 
decided to go forward with this project that was approved at the last meeting.

There was a discussion regarding a Commissioner that has not attended any meetings.  Mr. Gasparro 
will contact the Mayor regarding this Commissioner, and filling the position with another candidate.
There was further discussion regarding this subject.

Microgrid Update

Mr. Schramm said work continues on putting together the Microgrid proposal.  The chief migrogrid 
engineer was here last week touring properties.  Mr. Schramm has spoken with most of the property 
owners.  He will have a meeting with business owners in June.  He has counted 137 businesses within 
the Microgrid area.  He said they are making good progress.

Mr. Mador discussed the Shared Solar Bill in the State Legislature.  He said the Bill failed.  

He said the Tree Trimming Bill went through.  He said there is very good language from this.  

The Fracking Bill also went through.  

Mr. Marchand discussed an article he has sent to the Commissioners regarding the Shared Solar Bill.  
He said he also shared this bill with State Representative Mike D'Agostino and State Senator Brendan 
Sharkey who were very excited about this proposal.  There was further discussion regarding this topic. 

Mr. Marchand noted that Hamden Middle School and the Public works buildings have

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Mador passed around an article regardng Quinnipiac getting an award for using more green energy 
in the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference.  Mr. Mador said he did not understand this award.  He said 
obviously they are doing some good, and wondered if there was any way this Commission could 
capitalize on this award to get good “PR”.  Mr. Gasparro read the article to the Commissioner.  Mr. 
Gasparro said he doesn't believe that there would be much “PR” from this. 

Mr. Schramm said the city of New Haven has replaced all the street lights on Ella Grasso Boulevard 
with LED lights.  

Mr. Cooper said Vermont is going to allow Third Party Energy Generators.  There was a discussion 
regarding this subject.
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Mr. Gasparro noted that he will not be attending the next meeting.  He will be out of Town.

ADJOURMENT

There was no further business to come before the Commission and Chairman Gasparro called for a 
motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Mador motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Bruhn seconded 
the motion that passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM.

Submitted by: __________________________
            Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk


