
Minutes:  The Natural Resources & Open Space Commission held a Regular 
Meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 29, 2012 in the third floor 
conference room, Hamden Government Center.  The following issues were 
discussed:

Commissioners in Attendance:  Mike Horn, Bill Doheny, Ham Milroy, 
Richard Bell, Aris Stalis, Peter Vitali

Commissioners Excused: Marigrace Larke, Dan Camenga, 
Kevin Burgio. Michael McManus

Others in Attendance: Meeting Clerk Gerry Tobin

Mr. Horn called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

Review Minutes of July 25, 2012
The correct name of the bug on Page 3 is Emerald Ash Borer.  Also, add that 
Register reporter Ann DeMatteo was in Attendance.
Mr. Bell made a motion to approve the minutes of July 25th as amended.  Mr. 
Vitali seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  

Old Business
P roperties of Interest:
Dr. Doheny reported that about 60 people responded to the RFP for the solar 
array on Maselli Farm.  20 showed up at the site.  The last he heard there were 
only four companies that submitted bids.  They will be interviewed.  Dr. Doheny 
spoke to Chris Marchand, who will let us know when the interviews will take 
place.  Dr. Doheny thinks there is a problem with the UI Company and they 
want a study costing $30,000 to see how they would interface.  He doesn’t see 
the Town spending the money on the study.  The plan would be to sell the 
power to the grid, not feed to a particular building.



Mr. Horn asked about return on investment.  He also said what if the  winning 
bidder and the Town split the cost of the study.  Mr. Stalis said there are a 
number of companies that will come in and lease the space on a building to 
install the panels.  He thinks we would need support from DEEP.  UI seems to be 
putting up a roadblock.  Mr. Stalis feels if we could do this it would bring some 
notoriety to the Town.  Mr. Stalis suggested if we decide to pursue this, it could 
be to make a recommendation to have Mayor Jackson have someone from DEEP 
look into this.  Also, the Energy Use and Climate Change Commission might 
want to get involved.  The solar company should own the equipment and post a 
bond.  There is also mention of a  deadline for a grant application.  Zoning 
regulations are also in the works.  Dr. Doheny will have a conversation with 
Chris Marchand.  We will keep this item on the agenda for continuing business.

Mr. Vitali announced that Mr. Stalis and Mr. Camenga are dropping off of the 
survey committee due to lack of time.  Mr. Vitali and Mr. Burgio remain.  Mr. 
Burgio and Mr. Vitali set up Google docs for the survey but are running into 
some problems.  Between them they put up about 25 properties.  He wondered 
about the Town’s definition of open space.  There was further discussion on 
what constitutes open space.  Mr. Stalis said a school property can provide 
areas for learning, recreation, etc.

Mr. Horn said open space for our purposes is anything defined as open space 
by the Town of Hamden.  There are 140 parcels on the Town owned property 
list, but not all are open space.  Dr. Doheny suggested any parcel of open Town 
owned property over 5 acres could be the qualification for open space.  Perhaps 
we should have two categories, developed and undeveloped.  Mr. Vitali will do 
some research and will come up with a definition for the next meeting.

New Business
Mr. Horn has letters against the idea of the polo facility proposed for East Rock 
as discussed at the July meeting.  Mr. Stalis said one of the objections is 
contamination of the waterways.  There are various site requirements.  Dr. 
Doheny wondered why they don’t just rehab their current building.  Mr. Horn 



said the New Haven Independent ran  up to July 1st the back and forth among 
people.  Mr. Horn's thoughts were published in the register on 7/26.  Liz 
Brayboy is the contact person for the Polo organization.

Mr. Vitali showed a map of East Rock and what portion Hamden owns.  

Adjournment

Mr. Vitali made a motion to adjourn.  Dr. Doheny seconded the motion.  The 
vote was unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Submitted by: __________________________
Gerry Tobin, Meeting Clerk


