
 

THE NATURAL RESOURCES AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION, Town of Hamden, will hold a 
Regular Meeting on Wednesday, December 19, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 
Hamden  Government  Center,  2750  Dixwell  Avenue,  Hamden,  CT.   The  following  items  were 
discussed:  

Commissioners in Attendance:  Mr. Milroy, Dr. Doheny, Mr. Horn, Mr. Vitali, Ms. Larke 
Commissioners Absent:  Mr. Stalis, Mr. Burgio, Mr. McManus, Mr. Bell 

Others in Attendance:  Assistant Town Planner Mr. Kops, Meeting Clerk Ms. Tobin

Mr. Horn called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

1. Review: Minutes of November 14, 2012
Add Mr. Vitali under the list of those absent.
Mr. Vitali asked  what is a placer as referred to in paragraph 2, page 2 under Masselli Farm.  Dr. Doheny 
said the Historical Society wants to apply for a grant and put in a tentative item to technically get us in 
under the deadline until we can flesh out what they want to do.  
Page 1, item b, Correct to read Dr. Doheny is working with the State (not the Town)
Page 2, under New Business, second paragraph correct 2013 meeting dates to read last Wednesday 
(instead of third Wednesday) in two places. 
Mr. Vitali made a motion to approve the minutes of November 14th.  Mr. Milroy seconded the 
motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 
    

2. Continuing Business:
A. Masselli Property and other properties of interest
Dr. Doheny reported that the Town cancelled the open house for the family moving into the farmhouse 
because the weather was threatening.  The Town is still pursuing the community garden.  Mr. Horn 
mentioned that Dr. McManus and Mr. Milroy might be able to get something going on that.   Mr. Milroy 
said he and his wife helped out on the first community garden. 

Mr. Horn mentioned that this Commission is graying out and we need some younger members on the 
Commission.  There is a lot more we could be doing.  

Dr. Doheny mentioned that the Woodbridge commission wants information on the Town owned 
properties list.  Mr. Vitali is planning to classify the properties and plans to take photographs next year. 
He no longer has a committee since Mr. Camenga has resigned and Mr. Stalis is unable to help.  He will 
get a letter out by January.  Mr. Burgio has been helping him to get the information on line.  
Dr. Doheny is hoping for some Community Investment Act funds for the Masselli Farm.  He is hoping the 
Governor doesn't take those funds to use for other purposes while working to cut the budget.  This fund is 
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for farmland preservation.  Dr. Doheny mentioned that some of what goes on in the state impacts 
Hamden, and the natural resources of other towns and cities in the state.  This Commission has to be up to 
date on these things.  He calls our state representatives on these issues.  There was discussion on who to 
contact at the state level, including Hamden's state senators and representatives. 
Mr. Horn mentioned that he just sold his mother's home, and the transfer fees are distributed 75% to the 
state and .25% to the town.  Dr, Doheny will make a list of contacts.  Right now there are no open space 
funds, and they are pulling back funds designated for farmland.  

Other properties of interest – The 59 acres across from Ridge Hill School is still being considered by the 
State.  This property abuts the Ginsburg property (clay pits) to the east.  Commissioners looked at a map 
of the property.  Mr. Kops had no information on other properties of interest.  

B. Survey of Town owned land
See Mr. Vitali's update above.

C. Polo Field in East Rock Park
Mr. Horn said this item will remain on the Commission's agenda until it is dead.

     3. New Business:
     A. New NROS member for Earth Day Committee

Mr. Horn said he needs someone to take over his earth day duties, as he will be out of town during that 
period.  Ms. Larke volunteered.  She will attend the planning meetings and help to plan for the 
Commission's display.  Mr. Vitali gave Ms. Larke a copy of his report.  Ms. Larke asked about going up 
to the capital to get acquainted.  Dr. Doheny said Agriculture Day is a good day to go in March.  He will 
let her know the date.  Also Legislative Day at the LLB would be a good day to visit.  

Dr. Doheny mentioned that the Farmington River Association wanted us to do some lobbying for them 
because the MDC wants to divert some water from the Farmington River to Storrs.  Previously the MDC 
ceded to some of the FRA's demands, but the fine print said they could never challenge them in court. 

      4.  Adjournment:
Dr. Doheny made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Vitali seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 
8:20 p.m.  

Submitted by: ____________________________________
                  Gerry Tobin, Meeting Clerk


