
 

THE NATURAL RESOURCES AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION, Town of Hamden, held a 
Regular Meeting on Wednesday, January 29, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, 
Hamden Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT.  The following issues were discussed:  

Commissioners in Attendance:  Richard Pearce, Peter Vitali, Mike Horn, Bill Doheny, Mike McManus, 
Jonathan Richardson

Commissioners Absent:  Marigrace Larke (excused), Frank Cohen (excused), Kevin Burgio, Richard Bell 

Guests:  Lisa Kamemoto and Michael Ross of the Hamden Alliance for Trees (HAT)

Others in Attendance:  Assistant Town Planner Dan Kops, Meeting Clerk Gerry Tobin

Mr. Horn Called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. and noted that this is an advisory commission 

1.  Review:    Minutes of December 18, 2013
Page 2, change $10,000,000 to $100,000,000
Page 1  Continuing Business, 2nd Paragraph 4th line, change Middletown to Middlefield
Dr. Doheny made a motion to approve the minutes of December 18, 2013 as amended.  Mr. Vitali 
seconded the motion.  Dr. Richardson abstained.  The vote was five in favor.  

2. Continuing Business:
A. Masselli property and other properties of interest - C.I.A. Grants
Mr. Kops reported that we are waiting to hear about the grant application for the study.   
Dr. Doheny mentioned that the picture in the Chronicle was not well received,  DHCA was not mentioned 
and the people responsible for the grant were not mentioned.  The $5,000 grant for the roof is a done deal. 
Dr. Doheny spoke to a few people at the state level and with George Hindinger who is on their Board of 
Governors and he will talk to people as well.  Dr. Doheny also spoke with several of our legislators and 
asked them to mention this grant request if they get a chance.  

B.  East Rock polo field – continued vigilance

C.  United Illuminating Tree Plan
Mr. Horn attended the meeting on January 15th at the Middle School.  He asked about the payback if UI 
didn't get its way, and they denied there would be any retribution.  He finds three places in their plan 
where they use threatening language.  He referred to Page 6, paragraph 3 as follows:
In addition, this plan explains how UI intends to track the objections and appeals to the DLCS.  All trees 
and vegetation restricted from meeting the DLCS will be considered nonconforming.  UI will investigate 
all vegetation related outages, during reportable events to determine if an outage was caused by 
nonconforming vegetation.  If nonconforming vegetation is found to be the cause, then UI will document 
the damage and resulting outages as information to support UI's performance evaluation.  This 
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information will allow for an informed decision to be made and UI contends that a certain level of 
accountability should be transferred away from UI.
  
Dr. Doheny said he asked Mr. Cole if that means they are transferring fiduciary  responsibility to the 
property owner.  Dr. Doheny said the UI submitted a bill to the legislature last year to put the fiduciary 
responsibility on the land owner as Mr. Horn suspects, but the bill did not pass.  Mr. Cole answered the 
question truthfully.  He didn't say they tried to shift responsibility but didn't get away with it.  Mr. Horn 
said he spoke to the man running the meeting.

Mr. Horn also noted Page 16, bullet #2 doesn't make him happy.  See the following:
Municipal and State Officials – UI sees the importance of ensuring that the State Officials, Mayors and 
First Selectmen have a good understanding of the program and how it will affect their communities.  UI 
needs to work with these officials so that they understand the program and can effectively communicate it 
to their constituents.    They also have to understand the impact of their decisions to not trim or remove   
certain vegetation.

Page 20, last paragraph as follows.  Mr. Horn said he doesn't know what this means, but UI should 
explain it.  
UI also stipulates that there should be a decrease in equivalent annual vegetation maintenance after 
achieving the DLCS when comparing similar maintenance cycles before and after the program and 
factoring in time escalation and costs related to maintaining objection areas.  

Mr. Ross said the cynical response is that if they cut the way they have laid out, it will be a 20 year 
maintenance cycle, in other words, after this cutting the maintenance time will be extended.

Ms. Kamemoto  said HAT is asking for the commission's support of their mission to get UI to have a 
more balanced approach to this activity.  HAT has been working very hard to get the word out to the 
public that people have the right to object, but they have to follow the process.

Also, as of today, UI has taken a step back, they have to look at this.  (Public Utilities Regulatory 
Authority (PURA) approves UI rates and UI plans.

HAT has a statement that they would like us to support.  Mr. Ross asked how this commission could do 
something unique and beneficial in light of this plan.  A Yale forestry person suggested there should be a 
report each week of any trees that are to be cut down, have been cut down, or have been appealed.  If 
there are 50 trees that are cut down, we would like to see 50 trees planted somewhere.  This is an idea that 
this commission could give some strength.  The tree warden is named in the document.  The first thing 
that we latched on to was that Hamden's tree warden was in place and is he qualified to do the job 
required in this plan.  Money was allocated by the Legislative Council to retain an arborist.  There is no 
money in UI's plan to grind stumps or to plant trees.  

Mr. Ross mentioned that the photo on the front of the report shows old grown on one side of the street and 
new plantings on the other side of the street.  The person he spoke to took the picture, and he said he 
thought it was a very nice picture.

Peter Vitali also attended the meeting at the Hamden Middle School.  His impression was that the 
Whitneyville and Spring Glen residents didn't want the trees take down, and were concerned about the 
affect on real estate value.

Mr Ross said Swarthmore Street in Spring Glen has very old large oaks lining both sides of the street of 
the street, and the UI wires go right through them.  He doesn't feel those trees are a threat to the wires.    
HAT wants a balanced approach.  They are not saying we don't want any trees taken down.  Diseased 
trees should be removed.  Ms. Kamemoto said one of the people cutting the trees told a resident that if the 



owner doesn't allow the tree to be removed, and it falls, the responsibility would be that of the 
homeowner.  Mr. Ross said Legislative Councilman Pascarella said to him that the Dunbar Hill area is 
less populated than other parts of Town, and they were without power the longest after the storm.  There 
are only 12 streets involved in their pilot program.  UI they picked the Dunbar Hill area for the pilot 
program because they are dealing with fewer people and they were the last to get power restored.  

Dr. Doheny said he lives in that area and they were working on his street in April.  He asked them to take 
down some white pines and some hemlocks, and the workmen said they could only trim them.

Ms. Kamemoto asked how this commission could help.  Mr. Horn said we make and pass motions that are 
placed in our minutes and minutes are given to the Mayor and some council representatives (Kath 
Schomaker) and others.   
Mr. Horn described what this commission does and said our last meeting minutes had an entire page on 
UI's vegetation management plan.  No motions were made.  

Mr. Ross submitted the following statement on behalf of HAT, and asked that the Commission endorse 
the position of HAT:  
We request that the Natural Resources and Open Space Commission endorse the position of the Hamden 
Alliance for Trees that the Town of Hamden needs to balance protecting the electric grid and power 
delivery for residences and businesses with the need to preserve the town's urban forest/treescape and the 
environmental, economic, societal and aesthetic benefits that healthy trees provide to enhance the quality 
of life in Hamden.  

Dr. Richardson had questions regarding the tree offset.  Mr. Horn said that is not what they are putting 
forth tonight.  Mr. Ross said when they got together as a group there was a crisis and people decided that 
in spite of the fact there was a crisis, they wanted to have a long term view.  He almost feels we can't quite 
get there because we don't know what PURA is going to decide, and UI is reviewing their plan.  We will 
propose HAT's statement as a motion at the February NROS Commission meeting.

Mr. Horn heard on the radio today that UI has withdrawn their Plan and will hold a general meeting 
before they rewrite their plan, to include some audience ideas.  Mr. Ross said there was a task force 
created out of the two storm committee, and they created a 96 page report, but that report was not 
incorporated into PURA's decision.  Mr. Ross mentioned that many towns outside of Hamden are not 
aware of what is happening.  Mr. Horn said they widened a right of way in Woodbridge up to 16' on either 
side of the power lines.

The commission will send a copy of these meeting minutes to UI Company

Dr. Doheny said HAT should keep in touch with the CT Forest and Park group.  HAT has been in touch 
with the CT Fund for the Environment.  

Mr. Horn said the Plan is is catastrophically flawed in many areas.  In any given year a 500 year storm has 
a one in 500 chance of happening.  Dr. Doheny said this report was made to present to PURA, not to us.  
This shows PURA that they are doing something.  
3. New Business:
A.  Olin Powder Farm / Five Lakes Park – continued vigilance
B. NROS recruitment efforts (continuing efforts to recruit one more person.)

4.  Adjournment
Dr. Doheny made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Vitali seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 
8:15 p.m.



Submitted by: ________________________
                          Gerry Tobin, Meeting Clerk


