
 

 

 

 

 

THE NATURAL RESOURCES AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION, Town of Hamden, 

held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, September 24, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. in the 3
rd

 Floor 

Conference Room, Hamden Government Center.  The following issues were discussed:   

 

Commissioners in Attendance:  Mr. Horn, Ms. Larke, Mr. Bell, Mr. Vitali, Dr. McManus 

 

Commissioners Absent:  Mr. Cohen, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Burgio, Dr. Doheny (excused) 

 

Othersin Attendance:  Mr. Zambrano, Hamden Land Trust 

       Dr. Kops, Assistant Town Planner 

                                  Ms. Tobin, Commission Clerk  
 

1. Review:    Minutes of June 25, 2014 

Correct Mr. Vitali's name from VItale in the attendance and throughout the minutes.   

Mr. Bell made a motion to approve the minutes of June 25, 2014 as corrected.  Mr. Vitali 

seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.   
 

2.     Continuing Business: 
Mr. Horn reported that the State Street Eagles' two babies have fledged. The fledge from last 

year is hanging about.  There are plenty of bunker and blue fish in the river.   

 

Mr. Horn said that the Hamden Land Trust has acquired the property the eagles are located on, 

and here to tell us about it is Bob Zambrano, Treasurer of the Hamden Land Trust. Mr. 

Zambrano said the actual address of the property the Land Trust has acquired is  2390 State 

Street.  The land was donated by the Gargiulo Revocable Trust officially on 6/17/14.  The Land 

Trust was appropached mid 2013 about taking the property.  They did some due diligence and 

might have dragged their feet a little, as did the donor.  The property consists of two parcels, one 

of approximately 37 acres, which has become tax exempt since it was acquired, and the other 

portion two acres which is zoned commercial.  That two acre parcel had a billboard on it owned 

by CVS, and was on a lease that was to come due in December, with options for two two year 

renewals.  The Land Trust's plan was to get out of the lease as soon as possible.  The Land Trust 

was notified that the billboard was going to be removed as of yesterday.  Now the Land Trust 

will be able to get tax exempt status on that portion of the property.  They had a survey that was 

done in the early 60's.  They really wanted to identify the boundaries along State Street, but no 

surveyers were willing to do that, and wanted to do a full survey for $16,000.  The Land Trust 

had an environmental site assessment done, which came up clean.  The Town Engineer walked 

the property as best he could, checked DEP records, etc.  Formerly there was a brick kiln there 

and clay pits that had filled up with water. They walked the property looking for the boundaries 

on State Street and found the northernmost boundary behind Bernardo Motors, marked by a 

stake and a pin and they added a pin to the ground. They have an estimation of where the other 
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boundary is closer to the Log Cabin.  Because of the uniqueness of the property, the boundary 

doesn't mean that much.  They don't want to see another railroad  crossing go in.  After they 

walked it, they found that in order for us to access the property over the tracks, they have to 

obtain an permit from Amtrack at $1,000 per year, and you have to estimate how many crossings 

you will make and pay Amtrack in acvance for a flagman at a cost of $1,000 per day.  The 

property can be accessed via canoe from the Sackett Point Road boat ramp.  We are not 

encouraging any access by the public.  Amtrack has put up a no trespassing sign wehre the eagles 

are.  Some Land Trust members spoke about canoeing  in.  Mike Horn said orange signs are put 

up during nesting season,  

 

Mr. Horn said the eagles' nesting site is now safe forever.  The billboard and frame have been 

removed. Mr. Zambrano said the Land Trust owns another nine acres behind the Log Cabin on 

State Street, which was given to them in 1973.  Mr. Zambrano said they don't have to do a 

conservation easement because they own the property.   

 

Mr. Bell asked if Mr. Zambrano if the Land Trust has contacted the railroad, and felt they would 

have maps.   

 

Mr. Zambrano said some young men walked through the site and the Amtrack police handcuffed 

them and took them away.  

 

Mr. Horn said the local eagles are not afraid of the trains.  Last night there were 7 birds there.  

There have been others.  The river is full of food.  Mr. Bell said Long Island Sound is light on 

feed fish and wondered why there are so many fish in the river.  Mr. Horn said there are serveral 

parakeet nests nearby, one just at 10:00 from the eagle next and another one right under the eagle 

nest.  If an osprey or redtail comes into the area, the parakeets make a lot of noise and scare them 

off.  In return they get to nest close to the eagles and the parakeets are are vegtarians.  

 

Mr. Horn thanked the Land Trust for its efforts on behalf of the natural resources of the Town,  

mostly because of the eagles.  The neighbors keep their eyes out and the Amtrack police have an 

office nearby.   

 

Mr. Bell asked if there is any way this commission can be of help, even though we are a 

penniless, powerless commission.  Mr. Zambrano said the biggest danger are trespassers trying 

to cross over the tracks.  People can observe.  Mr. Zambrano asked how W. B. Mason reacts.  

Mr. Horn said we police part of their property that we use plus some of the property on the other 

side, without being asked. You can't find even a cigarette butt there.  Mr. Zambrano said you can 

see the eagles from the condo complex, the bus barn, and Country Food Market.  He said a way 

this commission can possibly help is when the Land Trust files a supplemental report requesting 

tax exemption. Mr. Horn on behalf of the commission said this commission is heartily in favor of 

tax exempt status for this parcel.  We can encourage the Town Assessor to approve tax exempt 

status.  Mr. Zambrano said the Land Trust has Joe Lee and Paul Beneman on its board, and 

Linda Francois is the attorney who handled the transaction.  She is a board member of the 

Bethany Land Trust.    

 

Mr. Zambrano's contact information is:   



rcz285@svcglobal.net 

203 214-0933 cell phone   

 

     3.       Old Business There is no news on the Ginsberg Property, nor has there been for a few years. 

 

Mr. Kops said hopefully the appraiser will do the appraisal on 100 Brooksvale avenue soon.  He 

also reported that there was a Request for Proposal (RFP) issued for an evaluation of the Maselli 

Property.  One of the responses was submitted by Milone and MacBroom in conjunction with 

another company. 

  

 4.               New Business:    
      There was no new business to discuss.                             

                                                                                

5.                Adjournment: 

Dr. McManus made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Larke seconded the motion.  The vote was 

unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

Submitted by: ____________________________________ 

                        Gerry Tobin, Meeting Clerk 
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