
Town of Hamden - Library Board
Minutes of April 4, 2012

Attendance:  Jan Glover, Christine Esposito, Irene Fiss, Evelyn Hatkin and Theresa Marchant-
Shapiro.  Also in attendance:  Acting Library Director, Nancy McNicol.

Call to Order:  J. Glover opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Approval of Minutes:  J. Glover requested a motion to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2012 
meeting.  The following changes were made:

Page 2: Library Director Search “process” to be added.  

E. Hatkin made the motion to approve the minutes as amended.  I. Fiss seconded the motion. 
All were in favor. 

Correspondence:  Nothing to present.

Public Media:  Nothing to present. 

Old Business:

Discussion and approval of the Library Budget for Fiscal Year 2011-2012-
N. McNicol noted there is nothing out of the normal to present from the current budget.  She did 
highlight one or two budget items with present balances and discussed the outstanding books/DVD. 
Fines account reached $23,117.40 with $14,882.60 remaining.

Branch Saturday Hours Pilot program – March 3 to present data was presented.  Ms. McNicol is 
pleased with the numbers.  The Saturday Cereal Club is filled to capacity.  Staffing is still an issue.

Agenda - T. Marchant-Shapiro made the motion to hold the Library Director Search to the end of the 
meeting under Executive Session.  C. Esposito seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

New Business:

Policy Reviews – Borrower registration.  E. Hatikin made the motion to table this item until the July 
2012 meeting.  I. Fiss seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Gift Fund Report and Requests – The quarterly report for 2012 was presented.  N. McNicol noted 
the Library received a $30,000 donation from an anonymous supporter of the library.  The funds will 
be held in the “unrestricted” funds account.  J. Glover held a discussion regarding reserving some of 
these funds from this gift to the long-term architects.

A request from the Nutmeg Nominees, grades 7-12, was presented.  T. Marchant-Shapiro made the 
motion to approve the request of $240 for the Nutmeg Nominees to purchase additional copies of 
books for the Nutmeg Awards, and the funds will come from one of the gift fund accounts.  C. 
Esposito seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Whitneyville Branch requested for the spring 2012 additional purchase of $1,000 for children’s fiction 
and nonfiction books; $500 for young adult books; $500 for media and $500 for adult publications. 
After a discussion was held, N. McNicol requested funds to be available to purchase library materials 



for Brundage branch with the agreement Ms. McNicol will receive an acceptable list of items from the 
Brundage library branch manager.
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It was agreed to allow $1,500 from the Library Gift Fund to afford the purchase of library materials.  I. 
Fiss made the motion to allocate $1,000 to the Whitneyville branch and $500 to the Brundage branch 
for the purchase of additional library materials and the purchases will be funded during the 2011-12 
fiscal year and will be funded from the Library Gift Fund, unrestricted account.  C. Esposito seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor.

Interim Hamden Library Director’s Report:  The report was provided and Ms. McNicol noted the 
handicap ramp has been installed in the lower level for access to the Library Bookstore.

Discussion was held regarding the meeting with the principal of the Hamden Middle School, D. Levy, 
Ms. A. Hall, Town Attorney S. Gruen.

Executive Session:  Library Director Search.

At 7:38 p.m., Ms. Glover requested a motion to go into executive session.  E. Hatkin made the motion 
to go executive session for the purpose to discuss the search process for the Library Director’s 
position.  C. Esposito seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  At this time Ms. McNicol and LeMoine 
left the meeting.

At 8:58 p.m. T. Marchant-Shapiro made the motion to go out of Executive Session and Ms. Esposito 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Adjournment:  With nothing further to discuss, C. Esposito made the motion to adjourn the meeting 
at 8:59 p.m.  T. Marchant-Shapiro seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Next Meeting:  A special meeting of the Library Board will be held April 4, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patrice A. LeMoine
Patrice A. LeMoine
Clerk of the Commission
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