
Town of Hamden - Library Board
Minutes of Regular Meeting

May 13, 2014

Attendance:  Christine Esposito, Irene Fiss, Jan Glover, Evelyn Hatkin, Theresa Marchant-Shapiro.

Others Attending: Marian Amodeo, Library Director

Absent: Nancy McNicol (excused)

Call to Order:  Chairperson Glover opened the meeting at 7:09 p.m.

Approval of Minutes
Chairman Glover entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of April 8, 2014.  Ms. 
Hatkin motioned to approve the minutes, seconded by Ms. Fiss.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Correspondence:  Nothing at this time.

Public Media:  Nothing at this time.

Old Business:  
a. Library Budget FY 13/14 update – Ms. Amodeo reviewed the budget noting that all is fine with 

salaries and an OT transfer request.  All other line item amounts in the budget are being spent 
down.

b. LION project report – Ms. Amodeo noted everything is moving along very well.  She was able to 
view a training lab that will be set up for staff.  The staff will also be going to other same size 
libraries to get an idea how it works and to set it up for Hamden. The invoice has been received 
and sent over for processing.  The IT department is working together with LION to make a 
smooth transition.  WiFi is currently being addressed and reviewed also.  A July 22, 2014 start 
date is targeted at the moment.

c. Update on Children’s Room – an RFP for the move is due to go out.  A project manager has been 
selected and bids for the electrical work and the roof are going to be in process also.  Ms. Glover 
presented a draft of a brochure of “Wish List” items for the Children’s Room.  Books and toys are 
also needed.  

d. Policy revision schedule – Materials Selection Policy to be reviewed in June – Ms. Glover will be 
sending out a revised schedule with all policy reviews due in September. .

New Business:
a. Newly adopted Library Budget FY 2014/15 - Ms. Amodeo advised the Board Members that  

three (3) part time positions have been approved by the Council.  This will help reduce over time. 
Funds for the Whitneyville Branch and Sunday hours are included in this budget.  Ms. Amodeo 
will speak with Ken Kelley, Personnel Director about recruiting for the new positions..  Ms. 
Amodeo is hoping to hire individuals like the last few hires.  Summer hours will start again in 
2015.
Ms. Fiss motioned to add two (2) items to the agenda a change of date for the June 2014 meeting 
and TD Bank fundraising, seconded by Ms. Hatkin.  The motion carried unanimously.

b. June meeting date change – Ms. Amodeo and Ms. McNicol will not be available for the June 10, 
2014 meeting and Ms. Glover is requesting the meeting be changed to June 17, 2014.  The Board 
Members all noted that they are available and the change is fine with them.
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c. TD Bank - A brief discussion ensued on fund raising for the materials on the “Wish List” noted 
above under Old Business – Children’s Room.  TD Bank is looking to start up an “Affinity 
program for non-profits.”  The program works like that of grocery stores where a member 
shopper can request a donation to a specific school.  The bank customer can apply to have a 
donation sent to a school, library or any other non-profit that qualifies.  Ms. Glover will contact 
TD Bank for the details and bring the information to he Board.

Library Director’s Report
Ms. Amodeo provided the members with a detailed report of the month’s activities.  She wanted to note 
that the Library has received a substantial donation from an anonymous donor.  She can’t thank the donor 
enough for their generosity.  

Ms. Amodeo reported that an employee is going to be out on medical leave and that the part time 
employee who has been out was given the okay to return to work on light duty but the work the individual 
does prevents their return at this time.

A virtual Skype with author Michael Perry went extremely well and there may be more in the future.

The Friends Award Ceremony was the first attended by Ms. Amodeo and she was very impressed by the 
program and the Essays themselves.

The Earth Day Celebration also was well attended and Marcy Goldman demonstrated a craft using 
recycled CD’s.  It was very popular.

The presentation by Pat Wright (A.K.A. “The Dog Listener of the East”) was well attended and the 
library has received calls from people who could not make the presentation and wanted to know if and 
when she would be coming back.

Associate Library Director’s Report
Ms. McNicol was not able to attend the meeting but will be present for the June meeting.

The next Library Board meeting is Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment:  at 8:06 p.m. Ms. Hatkin motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Fiss.  The motion passed 
unanimously.

Recorded by, 

Catherine E. Gempka

Catherine E. Gempka
Substitute Clerk of the Commission
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