
Town of Hamden
Fire Commission

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 12, 2012
at 6:00 p.m.

Hamden Government Center
Third Floor Conference Room

Commissioners in Attendance: Henry Candido, Richard Reilly, Michael 
D'Andrea

Commissioners Absent: Shahid Hasan, Mike Iezzi

Others in Attendance:  Fire Chief David Berardesca, Deputy Chief 
Robert Surprise, Acting Clerk Gerry Tobin

1. Call to Order
Mr. Candido called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Acceptance of Minutes of July 18, 2012 Special Meeting
Mr. D'Andrea made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 18, 2012 
meeting.  Mr. Reilly seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in 
favor.  

3. Correspondence
Mr. D'Andrea mentioned correspondence received from Honeywell Alarm.   Chief 
Berardesca said he was was contacted by Honeywell Alarm Company out of 
Northford.  They go into different communities and pick out establishments that 
need renovation.  They called Chief Berardesca and said that Hamden was in the 
running along with Allingtown for Hamden's Station 2.  They went to Allingtown 
first, then came to Hamden for a tour of Station 2, and Hamden won $10,000 
toward materials and updating of the building.  They rely on volunteers and the 
community for donations.  They want to gut the center of the building and redo 
the kitchen, dining area, etc.  They also want to help out with a patio and picnic 
area in the back. Once the Mayor saw this, he was thinking of adding something 
to the $10,000 from the Town. A Resolution to accept the gift will be voted on at 
the next Council meeting.  A meeting was held to discuss what other 
improvements they might make at Station 2.  We are talking probably $1 million if 
we want to do it the way we should do it.  Chief Berardesca will give Curt 
Balzano Leng, CAO, the plans that we have from the Sherman Avenue site, and 
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they might look into building a small station on Putnam Avenue.  The Department 
wants a training area to go with it.  It was a great meeting.  We can count on 
Honeywell, and possibly have the Town put some money into the building.  The 
building needs a new boiler, electrical service, etc.  If the Fire Department leaves 
the building, another department might be able to take it over.  There was no 
mention of fixing up the basement.  Humphrey Hose, who donated the building to 
the Town, would have to vacate the second floor of the building.  They can leave 
on their own, the Fire Department could leave, or the Town could take it by 
eminent domain.  Mr. Candido said the personnel at Station 2 would be very 
happy if this happens.  Chief Berardesca said it would be a healthy environment.

Chief Berardesca announced that the North Haven Fire Department is hosting 
the Connecticut Convention and Parade this year.  Fire Departments from all 
around the state will be attending.  We have two volunteer trucks (and a tow 
truck) entered.  Hamden will cover for North Haven in case of emergencies.  
Haven.

3. Department Reports.
Chief Berardesca reported the Department is back in Station 4 and response 
times are good  - from the mid 4's to low 5's.  Chief Berardesca said the numbers 
are somewhat skewed in the written report.  

As of 8/31st the two secretaries retired.  Jeanine served 28 years and Fran 24 
years.  Since then Chief Berardesca and Deputy Chief Surprise have been 
covering their desks, paying the bills, doing the purchase requisitions, payroll, 
etc.  New candidates for one secretarial position were interviewed last week.  
The list will be certified on Monday, and they hope to hire someone within the 
next couple of weeks.  They have streamlined some procedures including the 
payroll.  

Chief Berardesca announced that the Department has hired a 19 hour per week 
hydrant maintainer, who is a volunteer at Station 5.  Mark Guarino, will be 
working mornings and has another job in the afternoon.

A Report of Inspections is attached.  There was discussion on a couple of 
establishments that might allow more people inside than permitted.  Mr. D'Andrea 
asked if there are any more difficulties with Point After.  Chief Berardesca 
reported that the taxes have been paid and the owner has received his permit.  
They have entertainment, mostly rap and hip hop, although they call it a sports 
bar.  There have been no further issues regarding code violations. They have 
corrected the egress issues.

Mr. D'Andrea made a motion to approve the Department reports.  Mr. Reilly 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  
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4. Public Media comments on agenda items,
There were no members of the public in attendance.

5. Executive Session.
Executive session not required.

6. Discussion with Commissioners and Department Head.
No discussion.

7. Old Business.
Construction Updates

  -Town Hall Fire Station – doors are to be replaced this Friday

  -Putnam Avenue Fire Station – if Circular gets remodeled, and a 
new station is built on Putnam, there will be a Youth Center 
attached to the Putnam Avenue facility.  There would not be room 
at the Circular Avenue site.  

  -Other Fire Stations
Mt. Carmel is still on hold.  They won't move.  It is in just as bad 
condition as Station 2.  The Town pays them $22,000 per year to 
pay their bills.  They have no income from hall rentals.  They have 
voted not to sell. 

There was a discussion on whether or not  smoking should be 
allowed in the building.  Chief Berardesca said he does not 
condone it.  

Chief Berardesca said he, the Deputy Chief and the Secretary will be moving to 
Memorial Town Hall in the next few weeks.    The Fire Marshals will stay at 
Government Center and most likely consolidate with Building or Planning.  The 
Chief's Office at Town Hall will have enough space for a conference table.  

8. New Business.
Mr. Candido said we have to start thinking about a fund raiser.  Mr. Iezzi would 
like to have it at DeMil's on Whitney.  The best night for them would be a 
Tuesday night because they are closed.  Chief Berardesca didn't feel the night 
would make a big difference.  It could be held somewhere else on a Saturday 
night, which might draw a bigger crowd.  The last fund raiser was a 50's dance 
and about 200 people attended.  You couldn't do that at DeMil's.  A date before 
the holidays should be planned.  We are still doing fireman of the year. But Chief 
Berardesca said they are all doing a great job, so it is hard to pick one.  He would 
rather see a get together to honor the whole Fire Department, a recognition night. 
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They all do something special every day.  A date will be chosen at the next 
meeting.  

Mr. Reilly and Mr. D'Andrea are on the Redistricting Commission with Alan Page 
of the Union building on Dixwell Avenue near the Parkway entrance.  Mr. Page 
mentioned that they have a piece of steel from the Twin Towers site.  They are 
planning to build a memorial on their property and would like the Police and Fire 
Departments involved.  Chief Berardesca will call Mr. Page.  

9. Next meeting date – October 10, 2012

10.Adjournment.
Mr. Reilly made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. D'Andrea seconded the motion.  
The vote was unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.  

Submitted by ________________________
Gerry Tobin, Acting Clerk
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