
Hamden Fire Commissioners
Administration Building, in the Large Conference Room

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 10, 2012

____________________________________________________________________

In Attendance:   Henry Candido, Michael Iezzi, Richard Reilly, and Donovan Shahid Abdul-
Karim.  Absent:  Michael D’Andrea.  Also in Attendance:   Fire Chief David Berardesca and 
Deputy Fire Chief Robert Surprise.

Call to Order:  Chairman, H. Candido called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. The agenda 
was reviewed.

Minutes:  H. Candido requested a motion to approve the minutes of the September 12, 2012 
meeting.  R. Reilly made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  D. Abdul-
Karim seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Correspondence:  Fire Chief Berardesca noted a letter of apology from the Hamden 
Children’s Center was received.  There was a false alarm caused by a student pulling the 
alarm switch.  A few calls for the outstanding services that were recently provided due to 
emergencies.

Public/Media Comments on Agenda:  Nothing to report.

Department Report:  The reports for September were provided.  The call volume/incident 
report was reviewed and discussion was held regarding the response times.  Also enclosed 
were the Fire Marshal and Maintenance reports.

Discussion with Department Head:  Fire Chief Berardesca announced Karyn Cappola will 
be the new secretary for the Fire Department.  Honeywell Group will begin on November 1, 
2, and 3 to do a lead abatement at Station 2.  The new pumper will be delivered from 
Nebraska and reach us in two weeks.

Old Business:
Fire Headquarters—Dixwell/Whitney Fire house---The fire doors were installed and the 
original wood doors were replaced with metal.  There were some areas where aesthetics 
needed to be met and required approval by the historic preservation committee.  Once the 
elevator is given the final approval by the state inspector, the Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief 
and department secretary will move to the new location, which maybe a few weeks.

There was nothing to report for the Mt. Carmel station.  The Fire Chief discussed a proposal 
for Putnam Avenue station.  The Circular Avenue station will be relocated and there is 
consideration for a possible site at Putnam and Gallagher location.  There is no timeframe 
set for the future station.  The Circular Avenue station will remain a town property.

Fundraising event—H. Candido held a discussion regarding the firemen’s appreciation 
dinner.  The Commission agreed to schedule the event for February or March 2013.  Mr. 
Iezzi will contact the owner of DeMil’s Restaurant to hold the dinner.  H. Candido and M. 
Iezzi will review the menu and pricing.  Raffle prizes will need to be coordinated.  It was 



agreed to schedule publicity through the local media:  Hamden Patch, QU and WELI radio 
stations.  
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Tickets sales will be important.  We would like to make sure the firefighters are able to 
attend.  

New Business:   
The union was looking to find out about the delivery of a steel beam from 9-11, which will be 
displayed as a memorial piece for both the police and fire departments.

Executive Session:  Nothing to report.

Next Meeting:  The Commissioners discussed the scheduling of a regular meeting to be 
held on Wednesday, November 14, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.

Adjournment:  Chairperson H. Candido requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.  M. Iezzi 
made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 p.m.  R. Reilly seconded the motion.  All 
were in favor.

Recorded by,

Patrice A. LeMoine

Patrice A. LeMoine
Clerk of the Fire Commission
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