
Hamden Fire Commissioners
Administration Building, in the Large Conference Room

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 12, 2012

____________________________________________________________________

In Attendance:   Henry Candido, Michael Iezzi and Richard Reilly.  Absent:  Michael 
D’Andrea and Donovan Shahid Abdul-Karim.  Also in Attendance:   Fire Chief David 
Berardesca.

Call to Order:  Chairman, H. Candido called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The agenda 
was reviewed.

Minutes:  H. Candido requested a motion to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2012 
meeting.  M. Iezzi made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  R. Reilly 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Correspondence:  Fire Chief Berardesca had no correspondence to share.

Public/Media Comments on Agenda:  Nothing to report.

Department Report:  The reports for November were provided.  The call volume/incident 
report was reviewed and the response time has improved a small time.  After further review 
of the reports, the Commissioners thanked Fire Chief Berardesca for providing the 
information.

Discussion with Department Head:  Fire Chief Berardesca gave a report about the 
consolidation of the 911 Dispatch Center.  North Haven and Hamden dispatch centers will be 
combined and relocated to Hamden.  This service is paid through a grant.  A director and 
supervisor will be hired to run the center and a board of directors will be established.  The 
director will have a budget to oversee and added that this is a separate entity from the two 
Towns.  

The Hamden Cert Class of 2019 has graduated.  Fire Chief Berardesca spoke about this 
program, which was a training course to students to learn and become certified in emergency 
safety.

The revised plans for the fire station on Putnam Avenue will be made and processed. This is 
a bond application, through a request for a proposal (RFP).  The application is for the 
replacement of the Circular Avenue station, not the fire headquarters.  Fire Commission 
Candido learned that there is a possibility of a rotary being constructed at the Dixwell and 
Whitney intersection.  Fire Chief Berardesca has not heard of this information and will look 
into the possibility.  The Fire Commission is concerned if this rotary would be an issue or 
problem to the station house for the emergency and fire vehicles.  The driveway entrance is 
in need of better signage so that vehicles do not block the station house on Whitney.

The Fire Department held a ceremony this past week to honor the late Edward Meegan.  Mr. 
Meegan was a volunteer fireman for the Town a number of years ago, and died while he was 
on duty and was never recognized for his heroic efforts.



Fire Headquarters – Updates:  There was nothing further to provide the Commissioners.
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Old Business:

Fundraiser/Firefighters Appreciation Dinner – Updates:  Mr. Candido requested an update 
regarding the 2013 dinner.  M. Iezzi received more information from the owners of DeMil’s 
Restaurant.  Pending the menu, the cost could run either $15 or $20 per person.  The cost 
would include two cocktails and a cash bar would be available.  There is a band available to 
perform in February.  After a discussion was held, the decision was made to move the dinner 
to March.  M. Iezzi will look into a new date available at DeMil’s.  The committee still needs to 
determine the cost per person for the event, find raffle prizes, advertising, and print the 
tickets.  The commissioners will look into finding a sponsor for the event to help defray some 
of the costs.  The goal is to raise funds to support the purchase of rescue equipment for the 
firefighters.

New Business:   

2013 Meeting Schedule:  The Fire Commission meeting schedule was distributed.  The date 
is the second Wednesday of the month, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The commissioners were in 
favor of submitting the schedule to the Town Clerk’s office.

H. Candido noted the meeting schedule and future hiring meetings will require full 
attendance.

Promotions—Fire Chief Berardesca said the Training Officer position will be scheduled in 
January 2013 and then next the hiring of the Fire Lieutenant position will need to be filled. 
We hope to hold the interviews for the Training officer next month.  The Mayor is fully 
supportive of the hiring of these positions.

Fire Chief Berardesca noted there were two personnel issues that may come to the attention 
of the Fire Commission.
 
Executive Session:  Nothing to report.

Next Meeting:  The Commissioners discussed the scheduling of a regular meeting to be 
held on Wednesday, January 9, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

Adjournment:  Chairperson H. Candido requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.  M. 
Iezzi made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:38 p.m.  R. Reilly seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor.

Recorded by,

Patrice A. LeMoine
Patrice A. LeMoine
Clerk of the Fire Commission
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