
Hamden Fire Commissioners
Administration Building, in the Large Conference Room

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 10, 2013
____________________________________________________________________

In Attendance:   Henry Candido, Michael D’Andrea, Michael Iezzi and Richard Reilly.  
Absent:  Donovan Shahid Abdul-Karim.  Also in Attendance:   Fire Chief David Berardesca, 
and Deputy Fire Chief Robert Surprise.

Call to Order:  Chairman, H. Candido called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. The agenda 
was reviewed.

Minutes:  H. Candido requested a motion to approve the minutes of the March 13, 2013 
meeting.  M. Iezzi made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  R. Reilly seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor.

Public/Media Comments on Agenda:  Nothing to report.
Executive Session:  Nothing to present/discuss.

New Business:  Fire Chief Berardesca informed the Commissioners that Firefighter J. 
Bradbury retired from the Department.  The Commissioners will contact Civil Services to 
request the position to be filled.  The list of eligible candidates is current and available to 
recruit when the Civil Services coordinate the interviews.

Policies and Procedures:  Fire Chief Berardesca drafted a policy for grooming and dress 
code for the entire Department to adhere to.  Currently the Department has a SOP on record; 
however, the Fire Department would like to address some issues a little further.

After a brief discussion, Mr. Candido requested a motion.  M. Iezzi made the motion for the 
Fire Commissioners to support the issue of the Fire Department to implement the Policies for 
proper grooming and dress code for the Fire Department to adhere to.  R. Reilly seconded the 
motion.  All were in favor.

Old Business:  2013-2014 Budget proposal was discussed.  Fire Chief Berardesca provided 
a summary of the proposed underfunded, contractual accounts.  The Mayor’s recommendation 
and Fire Chief’s position on the matter.  The Fire Chief and Fire Department did go before the 
Legislative Council.  April 15th is the deliberations hearing at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Attorney’s 
conference room.

Some departments are deliberating the proposed budget with the Legislative Council.  One 
issue is the “Sub-Straight” account cannot be reduced.  Our target for the Department was 
$1.8 million this year and we held this amount.  Fire Chief Berardesca noted this year we held 
to this figure and did not have to turn to Finance for further dollars.  We cannot work with a 
lower figure.  Professional Technical Training Services was reduced from $11,000 to $5,500, 
which is not a realistic number to work with when training is required to maintain certifications.  
The Council will hopefully go back to a new figure of $10,300.  We would like $82,000 for 
vehicle repairs, which would cover what the Department needs.

Fire Chief Berardesca would appreciate support from the Fire Commission.  The Fire 
Commission inquired about some of the revenue and other account budget line items for the 



Department.  Mr. Candido asked the Fire Commissioners to attend the upcoming hearing on 
April 15th.
Circular Avenue Firehouse.  Fire Chief gave updates on the firehouse and it looks much better 
and a new floor and ceiling will be refinished within the next month.  OSHA came in and did an 
inspection at Stations 9 and 2.  They addressed some issues and between the firefighters 
cleaning up some areas of the station and the Town will replace the metal doors.  At Station 2 
there were a couple of citings and the Town will be correcting those issues within the 
timeframe given by OSHA.  The dust created from the construction project will be removed by 
a professional cleaning company from top to bottom.

H. Candido is trying to schedule a meeting for the Commissioners to meet with Mayor Jackson 
to discuss the status and plans for the new Fire Headquarters.  He will continue to contact his 
office and schedule an appointment for everyone to attend sometime before mid June.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting is Wednesday, May 8, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

Adjournment:  Chairperson H. Candido requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.  M. Iezzi 
made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:29 p.m.  R. Reilly seconded the motion.  All were 
in favor.

Recorded by,

Patrice A. LeMoine
Patrice A. LeMoine
Clerk of the Fire Commission
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