
Hamden Fire Commissioners
Town Administration Building/Third Floor Conference Room

Minutes of the Meeting of November 13, 2013

____________________________________________________________________

In Attendance were   Fire Commissioners: Henry Candido, Michael D’Andrea, Michael Iezzi, 
Richard Reilly, and Donovan Shahid Abdul-Karim.  Also in Attendance:   Fire Chief David 
Berardesca and Deputy Fire Chief Robert Surprise.

Call to Order:  Chairman, Candido opened the meeting at 6:07 p.m.  

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Candido requested a motion to approve the minutes of the 
September meeting.  M. D’Andrea made the motion to approve the minutes of the 
September 11, 2013 meeting as presented.  R. Reilly seconded the motion.  All were in 
favor.

Public Media:  No one present.

Review department Reports:  Fire Chief Berardesca presented the department reports.  The 
reports reflect the past two months of activities (September and October).  The report indicates 
a high volume with very strong response times.  The Fire Marshal’s report noted the testing at 
the Library, which requires the security service company to make updates to the system 
before the next inspection held by the Fire Marhsal.

Donation of CO and smoke detectors were received from Kidde Company.  These are 10 year 
tamper-proof detectors.  Approximately 1,000 detectors were provided to the citizen who are 
most in need of the product.

Volunteer station 8 and 5 had to have a truck per each station pulled due to safety.  The 
Department is looking for a used apparatus in New York and we may be able to take an older 
pumper to the other station when a replacement comes in.

Stations 2, 3, and 9 heating system are being replaced with gas heating systems.

The Fire Department is looking for grant funding to purchase escape-bailout devices per 
firefighter outfit.

Last month, there were two brush fires that occurred in the area; one being Sleeping Giant 
near the university where 45 people were on the trail and an evacuation had to be arranged.  
The second fire was on Blue Trail Road.  Both were labor-intensive because of the locations..

Executive Session:  Nothing to present.

New Business:  

2014 Fire Commission Meeting Schedule:  Mr. Candido asked the Commissioners to review 
the schedule presented for the coming 2014.  The meetings will continue to be held on the 
second Wednesday of each month, except for July and August, and will begin at 6:00 p.m.  



With no changes or corrections, M. D’Andrea made the motion to approve the schedule.  M. 
Iezzi seconded the motion.  All were in favor.
Last month the Department received Deputy Robert Surprise letter to retire at the end of 
November.  Fire Chief Berardesca wished Mr. Surprise all the best and luck in the world.  On 
behalf of the Fire Commissioners, Mr. Candido thanked Mr. Surprise for his excellent service 
and everyone wished him the best and requested him to keep in touch with the 
Commissioners.

We will be looking to hire two Firefighter Paramedics in the very near future and then the 
replacement of the open position of Deputy Fire Chief.  Interviews should be held early next 
month (December). 

The Squad at Station 4 had to be returned for a minor crack, which is still on warranty; and this 
required the Squad to be driven back to Spartan in Ohio.  In the interim, Station 4 is using a 
spare ladder truck from Station 5.

Old Business:  Nothing to present.
   
Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is Wednesday, December 11, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  

Adjournment:  Chairperson Candido asked to adjourn the meeting.  At 6:24 p.m. D. Abdul-
Karim made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  M. D’Andrea seconded the motion.  All were 
in favor.

Recorded by,

Patrice A. LeMoine

Patrice A. LeMoine
Clerk of the Fire Commission
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