
Hamden Fire Commissioners
Administration Building, in the Large Conference Room

Minutes of the of December 8, 2010

____________________________________________________________________

In Attendance:   Henry Candido, Michael D’Andrea, Richard Reilly, Robert LaToracca, and 
Duane Wetmore.  Also in Attendance:   Fire Chief David Berardesca, Deputy Fire Chief Robert 
Surprise and Clerk for the Commission Patrice LeMoine.

Call to Order:  Chairman, H. Candido called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Candido 
confirmed the attendance and then reviewed the agenda.

At this time, R. LaToracca made the motion for the Chairman to use his discretion of changing 
or tabling the items on the agenda as deemed appropriate at this evening’s meeting.  D. 
Wetmore seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Minutes:  H. Candido requested a motion to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2010 
meeting.  M. D’Andrea made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  R. LaToracca 
seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

2011 Meeting Schedule:   The 2011 meeting schedule for the Fire Commission was presented. 
The dates will continue to be held the second Wednesday of the month, except for July and 
August, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  With no changes, D. Wetmore made the motion to approve the 
schedule as presented.  M. D’Andrea seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Correspondence:  Tabled.

Department Report:  Tabled.  
Public/Media Comments on Agenda:  Nothing to report.

Executive Session:  H. Candido requested a motion to go into Executive Session for the 
purpose to discuss personnel issues.  R. LaToracca made the motion to go into Executive 
Session at 6:05 p.m.  D. Wetmore seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

At 6:30 p.m. D. Wetmore made the motion to end Executive Session.  M. D’Andrea seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor.  Mr. Candido confirmed the decision to hold a special meeting, 
which will be held within the next two weeks, or at a time when all parties are able to attend.

Executive Session:  H. Candido requested a motion to go into Executive Session for the 
purpose to conduct interviews for the hiring of two Fire Captain and two Fire Lieutenant 
positions.

At 6:30 p.m. R. Reilly made the motion to go into Executive Session.  R. LaToracca seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor.

At 7:33 p.m. R. LaToracca made the motion to end Executive Session.  R. Reilly seconded the 
motion.  All were in Favor.



At this time, R. LaToracca made the motion to nominate Brian Bird and Joseph Anderson to the 
positions of Fire Lieutenant.  M. D’Andrea seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

At 7:40 p.m. D. Wetmore made the motion to return to Executive Session for interviewing the 
candidates for Fire Captain positions.  M. D’Andrea seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  

At 8:52 p.m. R. LaToracca made the motion to end Executive Session.  D. Wetmore seconded 
the motion.  All were in favor.  At this time, R. LaToracca made the motion to present the 
following recommendation for the positions of Fire Captain:  Richard Otlowski and Greg 
Bannon.  D. Wetmore seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Mr. Candido and Fire Chief Berardesca met the candidates with the results of the appointments.

Old Business:   Tabled.
New Business:   Tabled.

Discussion with Department Head:  Nothing to present.

Next Meeting:  As noted previously, a special meeting will be scheduled within the next two 
weeks.  The next Regular Meeting is to be held on Wednesday, January 12, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.
  
Adjournment:  R. LaToracca made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m.  D. 
Wetmore seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Recorded by,

Patrice A. LeMoine
Patrice A. LeMoine
Clerk of the Fire Commission
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