
TOWN OF HAMDEN

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISION MEETING
HAMDEN GOVERNMENT CENTER 

PARKS & RECREATION CONFERENCE ROOM
2750 DIXWELL AVENUE

HAMDEN

OCTOBER 9, 2012
6:30 PM

Commissioners in attendance:  Tad Watson, Chairman
                                                      Rich Leonardo, Vice Chair

Others in attendance:  Mimsie Coleman, Director of Arts, Recreation and Culture
                                       Craig Cesare, Director of Public Works
                                       Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk

CALL TO ORDER

Due to the lack of a quorum the meeting could not be called to order.  An informal meeting was held.

Mr. Cesare distributed a packet explaining the various tasks accomplished by the Public Works /Parks 
Division.   His packet also included topics to discuss, a reference for Parks Donations, a map 
highlighting the Farmington Canal, a calendar demonstrating the schedule of Parks/Recreation events 
for a month, and correspondence regarding use of the parks and the Town Ordinance relating to the use 
of the parks.  Director Cesare discussed the procedure for accepting gifts for the Farmington Canal.    
Ms. Coleman will send him the procedure used by this Commission in the past to accept gifts for 
various Town parks.  Mr. Cesare also discussed streamlining the process.

Next, there was a discussion regarding fees for the use of parks in the Town.
 
There was also a discussion regarding the State Grant for Moretti Park.  Mr. Cesare outlined the work 
that his department will do.  There was a discussion regarding how the funds from the grant could be 
used.  

There was a discussion regarding Union issues concerning where certain duties fall, and who is 
responsible for writing permits for the use of Parks & Recreation facilities.  There was a lengthy 
discussion regarding this topic.

Mr. Cesare noted that his department is responsible for 27 ball field, 10 miles of the Farmington Canal, 
240 miles of Town road, and 6,000 catch basins.  There are also over 200 various locations in Town 
that are maintained (grass cutting, etc.) by the Department.   

Mr. Cesare said that outside activities are winding down for the season.
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There was a discussion regarding how the department can better handle these tasks.  Mr. Watson 
discussed having Mr. Cesare attend a future meeting along with Recreation Supervisor Dave 
DeMartino to discussed the issues brought up at this meeting.  Ms. Coleman suggested that this 
Commission schedule a future meeting with Mr. Cesare and David Schaefer, Chairman of the 
Farmington Canal Commission.  It was felt by all those in attendance that this would be and excellent 
idea.

There was a discussion regarding installing horseshoe pits at DeNicola Park.  Mr. Cesare will look into 
this.

There was a discussion regarding Rochford Field and the fields at the Middle School.

Mr. Cesare discussed improvements that he would like to see done at Legion Field and Hamden Plains 
Park.

Mr. Cesare said he is open to any suggestions the Commissioners would like to make regarding 
projects/improvements to the parks in Town.

Mr. Watson said the Commission would plan to have a future meeting(s) with Recreation Supervisor 
Dave DeMartino and Farmington Canal Commission Chairman David Schaefer to work on the topic 
raised by Mr. Cesare.  Mr. Watson would like to have this meeting next month.  There was a discussion 
regarding who should be asked to attend this meeting in addition to Mr. Schaefer and Mr. DeMartino.  
It was suggested that CAO Curt Leng be asked to attend this meeting.  

There was a discussion regarding the proposed barn at Brooksvale Park.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the parks in Town.
 
There were no further topics to discuss, and the meeting ended at 6:45 PM.

Submitted by: _____________________________
                       Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk

                                   


