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CLEAN & GREEN COMMISSION

“OUR TOWN, OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, KEEP HAMDEN CLEAN”

MINUTES:  The Clean & Green Commission,  Town of Hamden, held a Regular 
Meeting on Monday, April 18, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mayor’s Office conference 
room, Hamden Government Center.  The following issues will be discussed:

Commissioners in Attendance:  Sandra Serrano Alvarado, Scott Howland, Carl Jordan, 
Diane Hoffman, Barbara Schlein, Peter Palmieri, Marietta Mattei

Commissioners Absent:  Jack O'Donnell, Charlene Webb, Dakibu Muley

1. Call to Order
Mr. Howland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Review Minutes of March 21, 2011
Ms. Mattei made a motion to approve the minutes of March 21st.   Ms. Hoffman 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  

3. Old Business
Cleanup

Mr. Howland thanked everyone that helped with the cleanup.  The area around the Keefe 
Center  and  some  neighborhood  streets  were  cleaned.   The  Quinnipiac  kids  that 
participated did a great job.  They had to be called in at noon, as they were still working. 
The area didn't look bad until they got to Dixwell Avenue, where they did the best they 
could.   They collected almost two dozen bags of trash and a dozen bags of recycling.   

There was discussion regarding filling the empty commission slot.
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Earth Day

Ms. Hoffman brought everything she had for the Earth Day table.  She was at 
Paradise Nursery yesterday and will pick up the plants next Thursday for potting.  It will 
take about two hours to pot them.

Ms. Hoffman said the article will be in the paper for the Orchid award, and she 
has forwarded the information to the Mayor for the presentation.   The certificates are 
ready and framed.

Ms. Schlein had 500 scavenger hunt entry forms made up, and she has answer 
forms at home for those manning the tables.  The point is for the kids to have a good 
time.  Ms. Serrano Alvarado’s friend made a poster.  Ms. Schlein has a couple of short 
stepladders she can mount posters and Eco Man on.  Ms. Hoffman has 300 sharpened 
pencils.  She will go to all exhibitors that are participating in the game and add a red dot 
with a magic marker to their sign, to help identify participants.  She will ask Ms. Roach 
to remind people manning the tables to know their question and answer.   

Mr. Howland made a poster “Get involved – sign up to sponsor a cleanup” which 
he will place on an easel.  Mr. Howland distributed polo shirts to commissioners.  He has 
extras for new commissioners.  He also purchased 500 small Frisbees that say Clean & 
Green Commission on them and will bring 200 to Earth Day.  

Ms. Schlein has a handout titled “100 Ways to Power Down” to distribute at the 
Commission’s table.  

Ms. Hoffman will have pictures of the Orchid award winners for the press release. 
Mr. Howland will be at the Middle School to start setting for Earth Day at 8:30 a.m.  

Mr. Howland will ask Ms. Roach to look into whether or not the Resolution can 
be  changed  to  allow  the  Commission  to  do  fund  raising  to  purchase  supplies  and 
giveaways.  For example, Mr. Howland would like to fund the purchase of tee shirts for 
people sponsoring cleanups.  

There  was  further  discussion  on  how  to  use  funds  that  were  raised  for  the 
purchase of trash barrels and cleanup supplies.   Mr. Howland will talk to Ms. Roach 
about  changing the  language  in  the  Resolution  and about  hanging the  Commission’s 
banner at the Putnam Avenue overpass.  

4. New Business
Mr. Howland has been approached by several people wanting to do cleanups.  Michael 
Ross plans to do a cleanup of Putnam Avenue on Thursday, April 28th.  A woman for 
Spring Glen wants to do a cleanup in that neighborhood.  Middle School Teacher Elisa 
Luppi’s 90 students want to schedule a cleanup.  Also, a resident of the Mather Street 
condos has planned a cleanup of the Farmington Canal Trail on Friday, April 22nd.   Mr. 
Howland  has  been  giving  out  some  supplies,  such  as  plastic  bags,  recycling  bags, 
disposable gloves and some cloth gloves, but we don’t have enough supplies to give to 
everyone.  
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Mr. Webb cleaned around Putnam Avenue near Stop & Shop on the same Saturday as the 
Commission’s scheduled cleanup.

Mr. Howland had a letter from the Mayor of West Haven regarding the Commission’s  
participation  in  the  Columbus  Day  Parade  in  West  Haven  on  Sunday  10/9/11. 
Commissioners decided not to participate.

Mr. Hoffman heard back from Eco Tulips, and we do not need to provide a tax exempt 
letter.  This is a win win situation.  All the Commission has to do is make the information 
available, people order tulips, and the Commission gets a percentage.

Earth  Day –  Ms.  Hoffman  and Ms.  Mattei  are  handling  the  Orchid  Awards  and the 
publicity.  Ms. Serrano Alvarado and Ms. Schlein are handling the scavenger hunt.  Mr. 
Howland, Mr. Jordan and possibly Mr. Palmieri  will man the table and set up.  Judy 
Nadon usually assists.   

Ms. Mattei will get information to Ms. Tobin for a letter to a business that is doing a great 
job keeping up its property.   It is on the corner of Arch Street and Fairview Avenue. 
Other properties in that area are getting run down.  

Potting of plants will take place on Friday April 29 th beginning around 4:00 p.m. at Ms. 
Schlein’s house on Pine Rock Road.

5. Adjournment
Mr. Palmieri made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Jordan seconded the motion.  The 
vote was unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 7:235 p.m.  

Submitted by: __________________________
Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk
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