
 

 

CLEAN & GREEN COMMISSION 

 

OUR TOWN, OUR NEIGHBORHOODS, KEEP HAMDEN CLEAN & GREEN 

 

 

MINUTES:  The Clean & Green Commission held a Regular Meeting on Monday, July 20, 2015 in the 

third floor conference room, Hamden Government Center.  The following issues were discussed: 

 
Commissioners in Attendance:  Sandra Serrano Alvarado, Mary Solis, Ellen Endriss, Carl Jordan, Betsy Yagla 

 

Commissioners Absent:  Peter Palmieri (excused), Lisa Feliconio (excused),  Marcia Smith 

 

Others in Attendance:  Solid Waste & Recycling Coordinator Pam Roach, Commission Clerk Gerry  Tobin 

 

1. Call to Order 

Ms. Serrano Alvarado called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   

 

2. Review Minutes of June 15, 2015 

Page 1, under call to order, change Alvarez to Alvarado;  Page 2, third paragraph, fourth line, change of 

to off. 

Mr. Jordan made a motion to approve the minutes of June 15
th

 as corrected.  Ms. Solis seconded 

the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.   
 

3. Old Business 

Ms. Serrano Alvarado reviewed items mentioned by our guest Ms. Baumgartner at the June 15
th

 

meeting of the commission.  Some projects for the Clean & Green Commission to help with are the 

greenhouse at Brooksvale Park, planting around the flagpole at Memorial Town Hall, plantings at the 

Miller Library.  Ms. Baumgartner contacted Ms. Tobin and asked her to mention the planter containing 

the red maple in front of the Government Center.  Ms. Baumgartner would like to get some plants in 

that area.  Commissioners agreed that they could meet Ms. Baumgartner on Saturday after the concert 

cleanup.  Ms. Serrano Alvarado will contact Ms. Baumgartner.    

 

Ms. Roach spoke today to Public Works Director Craig Cesare and Chief of Staff Julie Smith who said 

commissioners could weed and do some planting, but not landscaping, and the town would not fund 

additional plants.   

 

The Home Depot sponsored cleanup went very well.  Home Depot provided two employees, water, 

plastic bags and gloves.  Ms. Serrano Alvarado, Ms. Solis and her daughter, Ms. Feliconio and her 

daughter, Ms. Smith and Mr. Jordan helped.  People using the trail thanked the volunteers for cleaning 

up the trail.  Ms. Solis asked what heppened to the bags.  Mr. Jordan said he called Jason at Public 

Works who said he would pass the message along to the Parks Department.   

 

Ms. Serrano Alvarado said the first concert cleanup went well.  There were complaints to Public Works 

about the smell in the bins after the concert.  Mr. Jordan said people put garbage in the recycling bins.  

Ms. Serrano Alvarado mentioned that when she arrived on the Saturday morning to clean, the Parks 

crew was already there.  She discussed this with Jason at Public Works and was advised that the crew 

empties the barrels at the park and at the ball parks on Saturdays.  They will do the ball fields first from 



now on.  There was further discussion, and Ms. Serrano Alvarado wondered if the announcement at the 

concert could address the issue of the recycling and trash bins, and also the issue of the cigarette butts 

and bottle caps, which people tend to leave behind.   

 

4. New Business 

Ms. Roach mentioned that a resident complained about the public trash cans collecting trash between 

the metal frame and the insert.  Ms. Roach will call the woman that complained.  She also explained 

that in certain areas these public receptacles were removed because they were attracting household 

trash.   

 

Ms. Serrano Alvarado mentioned that she would like to invite members of other commissions to attend 

our meeting to share information.   

 

National Night Out takes place on Tuesday, August 4
th

 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Ms. Endriss will 

cover the table and have handouts.  She will have a signup sheet for potential commissioners and for 

volunteers.     

 

Ms. Endriss worked up a logo for the commission, unaware that one existed.  She also spruced up the 

mission statement and made up a list of tips that she found on line.   

 

Ms. Endriss asked how the commission does recruiting.  The Mayor's Office places articles in the 

newspapers letting the readers know the availability of slots on the various commissions.  She drafted a 

letter that she felt could be sent out to Realtors in the area that could be passed on to their clients, 

making them aware of the Clean & Green Commission and its mission.  She would be willing to do a 

mailing.  Ms. Roach will check with the Mayor's Office for permission to do a mailing.   

 

Ms. Roach mentioned the following events the commission participates in:  Earth Day in April, concert 

cleanups, spring and fall sponsored cleanups, two home town days at HazWaste Central, on the 

Saturdays after Memorial Day and Labor Day.  There was discussion on sponsorships.   

 

Ms. Roach mentioned that she, Mr. Cesare and Ms. Smith looked at transfer station scales in other 

towns and at their software and pricing.  Hamden has a scale, but it is not operational to date.   

 

5. Adjournment 

Ms. Endriss made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Jordan seconded the motion.  The meeting 

adjourned at 7:55 p.m.   
 

 

 

 

Submitted by: __________________________ 

  Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk 


