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COMMISSION ON DISABILITY RIGHTS & OPPORTUNITIES

MINUTES:   The  Hamden  Commission  on  Disability  Rights  &  Opportunities  held a 
Regular Meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Friends Room, Miller 
Library Complex.  The following issues were discussed:

Commissioners in Attendance:  Bryan Barry, Jon Dwyer, Rosalie Cavanaugh, Eileen Carpinella, 
Annmarie McConville

Commissioners Excused:  Pat Delaney, Chris Balogh, Kathleen Sullivan, Barbara Brandon 

Dr. Barry called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Dr. Barry mentioned the nice retirement party 
held for Bob Gualtieri, at which he presented an engraved award on behalf of the Commission 
thanking Mr. Gualtieri for his support.  The award was ordered from Screen Tek and $75 was spent 
from the Commission's gift fund.

1. Review Minutes of 1-9-2012
Ms. Cavanaugh made a motion to approve the minutes of January 9, 2012.  Mr. Dwyer 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  

2. Correspondence
There was no correspondence.

3. Chairman’s Report 
There was no report.

4. ADA Coordinator’s Report 
An ADA Coordinator will be appointed by Mayor Jackson to replace retiring Mr. Gualtieri.

5. Committee Reports
Spring Fling – Ms. McConville will work on a date with Dave DeMartino, Recreation Supervisor. 

Ms. McConville read her wonderful thank you note to Fran Rabinowitz from the Commission  



thanking her for  allowing us to use the middle school and helping to make the dances for the over 
21 disabled a wonderful success.

There was discussion on a bus trip to a ball game in Bridgeport.  Ms. McConville prepared a letter to 
to determine interest to be sent out to over 21 disabled Hamden residents.  The letter is in the 
Mayor's Office for review.  Ms. Tobin will check on that and on the letter to other towns regarding 
their sponsorship of an event for this demographic.  There was discussion on charging attendees 
from other towns at our events a little more than Hamden residents are charged.  This will be 
discussed further at a future meeting.  Ms. Cavanaugh mentioned that Hamden transitions might 
have 29 or more people wanting to attend.  

This will be discussed at a future meeting.  Ms. McConville will try to schedule the dance for April 
27th.  

6. Old Business

7. New Business
Dr. Barry discussed two issues – a Facebook page and business cards – with Mayor's Jackson's Chief 
Administrative Officer Curt Leng and will hear back soon after review by the Legislative Council 
and the Town Attorney.  The cards will be the same as the Town cards with the Town phone 
number.  The Town has very strict guidelines regarding Facebook.  Dr. Barry will edit and monitor 
the content of the Commission's Facebook page as site administrator if this moves forward.  One of 
Mr. Leng's concerns is we will be the first Commission that will have business cards.  Others will 
also want them.  The questions is who will pay.  Commissioners agreed that the Commissioners will 
pay.     

Ms. Carpinella noted that Young Audiences VSA presented a studio jam event, which included 
drumming, hip hop and stenciling last week at Aces.  They had 27 participants.  Also Young 
Audiences VSA is meeting with Special Olympics for an event at the Summer Olympic Games. 
Check the website CTVSA.org for arts & opportunities.  She also mentioned an exhibit at the 
Legislative Office Building of writings and art pieces by people with mental illness and families of 
those touched by mental illness.

There was discussion on hosting a Breakfast Before Hours at the Government Center in June.

Dr. Barry mentioned that the Chamber is sponsoring an evening with the Governor on February 28th 

at DeMil’s on Whitney, sponsored by Rumanoff’s and the Hamden Chamber.  

8. Adjournment
Ms. McConville made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Cavanaugh seconded the motion.  The 
meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  

Submitted by: __________________________
Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk
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