
Town of Hamden Human Services Commission 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

April 20, 2016 

 
Unapproved/Draft 

 

Attending: Commissioners:  Peter Carbine, Donald CoFrancesco, Mary DeSarbo, and 

Wendy Weeks.  Staff:  Susan Rubino.  Substitute Clerk: Patrice LeMoine.  Absent:  

Patricia Krafcik. 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman Weeks called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. at the Hamden’s 

Government Center. 

 

Minutes:  Ms. Weeks requested a motion to approve the minutes of the February 17, 2016 

meeting.  Mr. CoFrancesco motioned to approve the minutes as presented.  Ms. DeSarbo 

seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Correspondence:  Nothing to present. 

Public/Media Comments on Agenda:  Nothing to present. 

 

At 7:13 p.m. Ms. Rubino entered the meeting. 

 

New Business:  

 

Department Reports 

 

Hamden Youth Services:  Ms. Rubino distributed her report and materials.  She provided 

an update to the various programs, noting those areas where the Town has reduced or cut the 

funds from the 2016-17 budget.  One major cut to the HSB is the Early Child Care program, 

which is being transferred to the Board of Education’s cost center and the program will be 

moving to Church Street School. 

 

Pending on the State’s budget, which affects some of the funding to the Town, a number of 

program budgets are pending.  She added that some personnel changes will be changed or 

affected due to reductions to the each program’s budget. 

  

Ms. Rubino requested the Commissioners to reach out to their local legislators emphasizing 

the importance in retaining the funds to youth services, ask them not to cut the Connecticut 

Youth Association’s budget, emphasize how the pending cuts will affect the programs and 

the grants that support the Towns Youth programs.  The Commission recommended the 

Youth Services reach out to the parents who utilize the Center and ask them to get a message 

to their legislators. 
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Ms. Rubino noted two grants include partial funding for personnel salaries and due to the 

pending cuts, there may be some affects to the personnel position(s) and/or hours.   

 

Overall, the Mayor supports the Youth Services and informed Ms. Rubino that some 

creative recommendations are being evaluated for those personnel positions affected by the 

budget reductions. 

 

Ms. Rubino gave further updates about each of the programs, which all are doing well.  

There was a great turnout for the Volunteer program.  The flyer for the Youth Summer 

Employment will be distributed.  The Commission and Ms. Rubino reviewed the number of 

changes that will be implemented for the Youth Center.  One of the plans to be implemented 

is the security plan.  The security company completed a site assessment and will present a 

proposal to the Town.  The system should be installed soon after it is approved.  The 

department held an informational booth at the Chamber event and there were several 

inquiries about our services and programs. 

 

A reminder was given about the Walk for MADD event, which is scheduled Saturday, April 

30, 2016.  They are looking forward to a great day, with a strong turnout and perfect 

weather. 

 

At 7:42 p.m., the Commission thanked Ms. Rubino for her report and Ms. Rubino then 

withdrew from the meeting. 

 

Elderly Services:  Mr. Carbine gave a brief update.  He noted the department’s proposed 

budget may be approved with no cuts.  One area needs clarification, which is transportation 

for the elderly.  The meal program also requires confirmation.  There are pending conflicting 

stories of the number of meals offered at the local center.  Mr. Carbine provided various 

services provided in the area and in the end, he would like stronger numbers for meals to be 

available and determine if the “underserved population” is receiving enough meals.  The 

Commission decided to prepare some information and present this information with their 

findings to the Mayor. 

 

Further discussion was held and Mr. Carbine added his recent proposal to the coordinator of 

the Earth Day Fair and requested that participants to bring a nonperishable food item as a 

donation when entering the event.  Ideas such as this can be used for similar venues. 

 

Community Services:  P. Krafcik was absent from the meeting, therefore, there was no 

report to present. 

  

Guest Speaker:  No one scheduled.  After a discussion was held, Mr. CoFrancesco agreed 

to contact Mayor Leng and request Bridget Cogswell to attend a meeting regarding the 

Keefe Center. 

 



Town of Hamden Fire Commission 
Minutes of the Meeting 

April 20, 2016, Page 3                 Unapproved/Draft 

 

 

 

Old Business:  Nothing to present. 

 

Executive Session:  Nothing to present. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Town’s Government Center, second floor conference room.  Mr. CoFrancesco recommends 

inviting a local Legislator and/or Town Council to attend the meeting. 

 

Adjournment: At 8:30 p.m. Mr. CoFrancesco motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. 

DeSarbo. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Recorded by, 

 

Patrice A. LeMoine 

 

Substitute Clerk for the Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


