
HAMDEN ARTS COMMISSION MINUTES

Meeting of  Wednesday, May 2, 2012
7 pm: Miller Center Activity Room

Commissioners in Attendance:  Lisa DeGrand, Ricardo Hernandez, Lois Jason, Donna Elkin, Deb 
Dozier, Charles Kortsep, Mark Peel, Sandy Schiff, Marita Gargiulo

Excused:  Loraine Brown, Tracy Nista, Stacy Sandler, Evelyn Skelly, George Moore, Derek Mirabilio

Others in Attendance:  Auxiliary Member Steve Graham, Director of Arts, Recreation and Culture 
Mimsie Coleman, Commission Clerk Gerry Tobin

Prior to the start of the meeting, there was discussion regarding donations for the summer concerts.

Call to Order
Ms. Jason called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 

Approval of Minutes
Ms. Dozier made a motion to approve the minutes of April 4, 2012.  Mr. Hernandez seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous in favor.  

Treasurer’s Report
Mr. Kortsep reported a balance of $33,139.17 in the gift account as of 4/25 and $15,834.66 in the gift account. 
The town lines are pretty much zeroed out except for the Special Programs account.  

Old Business 
Sunday Series  

“The Trumpet in Your Life” (April 22)

This was the final Sunday concert of the year.  Ms. Jason said people seemed to enjoy the concert.  Ms. Jason 
felt he talked too much and Ms. Elkin agreed.  The venue was ¾ full.

We ended this series on the plus side by almost $1,500

Salute to Young Artists (May 10/May 18)

Ms. Coleman said there were not many deserving seniors this year, so she went back to some of the teachers and 
asked if they could submit names of younger students.  We now have 23 plus 1 who will be out of the country 
but will receive a salute.  We still have one student that hasn’t responded.  The new music teacher at ECA didn’t 
realize that this was such an important event.  She has one Hamden senior at ECA who is a vocalist.  We have 
seven performers and the rest are visual artists.

There was discussion on potential additional nominations

Commissioners signed up to work on 5/10/12 from 3-5:00 p.m. and 5/18/12 at 7:00 p.m. for this program.



Celebrating Franz Douskey (May 24)

This Thursday event is a collaboration with Steve Rogers of the Space, and is a celebration of the poet Franz 
Douskey who was nominated for a Pulitzer prize.  Ms. Coleman read his most recent compilation, which 
captures his personality.  The event will take place at 7:00 p.m. at Outer Space, and will be low key, relaxed and 
fun.  Mr. Douskey's book of poetry is called “West of Midnight.”  

We would pay for a small jazz trio who will pay while we are mingling.  There will be a cash bar, except for Mr. 
Douskey, his wife Sarah and their families.  We will all make some appetizers.  The venue sits comfortably 60 
people.  

Fund raising 

Bus Tours

May 19th to Goodspeed

July 18th trip to Carousel at Goodspeed 

October to Salem, MA

December 8th  trip to Newport, RI

Painted Furniture

Ms. Sandler (per Ms. Coleman) reported that the high school is already working on some of the projects for us at 
a cost to the Commission of up to $450.  Ms. Nista has found a few recycled items for the November event.  Ms. 
DeGrand suggested at some point we should lay everything out in the parking lot and have artists come and pick 
what they want to paint.  

Summer Concerts

Ms. Coleman attached a letter from an attorney regarding the Duprees.  Ms. Coleman received a call from 
someone who claimed to be the manager of the original Duprees, and was going to cause some trouble.  Ms. 
Coleman called the booking agent and explained that this was not the case and we now have a letter from the 
Duprees attorney confirming that.  

We have the U. S. Coast Guard swing band for the fireworks.  Transportation costs are $450.  They play before 
the fireworks and  a DJ plays during the fireworks.  

Vendor Fees

Ms. Coleman said the Legislative Council wants the Commission to reconsider vendor fees.  Currently it is $50 
per concert if you come to all four.  We are encouraged to raise the fees.  Vendors also pay the Town for permits. 
The Town will pay for the insurance.  Discussion – $75 per concert was suggested.  There was discussion on 
how many vendors to get.  A vendor permit for one night only  is $25, but if more than one night, it has to be an 
annual permit.  

Sponsorship

Ms. Coleman sent out several sponsorship packets, but hasn’t heard back from many to date.  

Coordinator’s report

Ms. Coleman said there are not too many demands for food for bands this year.   The Hamden Arts Commission 
has a Facebook page.   

Ms. Coleman asked the Commission to approve an expense in the amount of $150 for membership in the 
Arts Council of Greater New Haven.  Ms. Jason made a motion to approve an expense of $150.  Mr. Peel 
seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  



Ms. Coleman said she went before Council again, and met with the chair of the Arts Recreation and Culture 
Committee for the Council.  There is talk of not filling positions when people leave, but they seemed responsive. 
She is not sure what will happen, but they will try to do something.

Ms. Coleman said we are are not getting the state grant – it is being discontinued.   

Cultural Resource Directory

Mr. Peel said we will have an unveiling of the Directory at the June meeting.  

New Business/Ideas/Good & Welfare

Ms. Tobin mentioned the upcoming blood drive at the Keefe Center on May 31st.  

Adjournment

Ms. Elkin made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Dozier seconded the motion.   The vote was 
unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Submitted by: ________________________
Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk
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