
HAMDEN ARTS COMMISSION MINUTES

Meeting of  Wednesday, June 6, 2012
7 pm: Government Center 3rd floor conference room

Commissioners in Attendance:  Derek Mirabilio, Stacy Sandler, Mark Peel, Donna Elkin, Lois Jason,k Loraine 
Brown, George Moore, Marita Gargiulo, Charles Kortsep, Tracy Nista, Sandy Schiff, Lisa DeGrand

Guest: Ben Catanzaro, Cultural Resource Directory Web Designer and network administrator

Others in Attendance:  Director of Arts, Recreation & Culture Mimsie Coleman, Commission Clerk Gerry 
Tobin

Call to Order
Mr. More called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

• Debut of  Cultural Resource Directory: Mark Peel, Donna Elkin, Charles Kortsep, Ben Catanzaro and 
Lisa DeGrand & Mimsie Coleman

Mr. Peel noted that this project was started in February 2010.  Ms. Coleman has had this idea for quite some 
time. We had no idea how the vision would get translated.  Before the first entry was researched and written, 
defined and clarified, it took several months and proceeded until last week.  We have been tweaking the original 
concept and doing different things.  We are very close to saying we can launch this.  It falls in the lap of the 
Commission to add to, delete from and update.

Originally we were talking about a print document and publishing something.  There being no budget, we 
decided to go high tech.  We also decided there would be two parts, a directory of organizations and individuals 
who would provide resources in the directory.  The second feature would be notables – people who have lived in 
Hamden, live in Hamden and/or work in Hamden.  The common element is they have contributed to cultural 
arts, made significant contributions to the arts.  The process was to develop significant although minimal criteria. 
The subcommittee (Mr. Peel, Ms. Elkin and Mr. Kortsep) took nominations for the directory and notables and 
voted whether or not to include nominees.  Mr. Peel has worked with Mr. Catanzaro for many years and he is his 
go to guy.  Mr. Catanzaro has a MS and his own company called Idesign.  They chose from a variety of four 
different looks from which to choose the format and also decided on certain features.  When you click on an 
entry it explodes into a balloon, which is populated with narratives and images.  It contains head shots where he 
could, and examples of their art, to give the user an idea of what the artist/performer is about.  Also incorporated 
if appropriate, is link to their websites.  

The first example shown was Hamden High School graduate Geoffrey Barnhardt, who has been on over 70 
albums.  There is also a link to social media and it can link to Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest,.  Connectivity is 
amazing.  Also incorporated on the notables and directory pages, the public will have the ability to nominate 
other organizations or individuals via direct email to Ms. Coleman.  An ID code was also developed to denote 

1



categories, i. e. museum, library, for profit, non profit, etc.  Also various groups are identified.  Nominations 
were shut down on May 1st, and since then they have been proofing, editing, and cleaning up to launch the first 
edition.  Currently there are 80+ entries in the directory and 130 notables.  Entries are listed alphabetically.  A 
search engine within the page will bring you to a category,  i. e. music, film, photography, etc.  Nominations 
came from newspapers, Ms. Coleman’s address book and email list, the internet, the phone book, etc.  Mr. Peel 
still has a list of 75 undeveloped names.  Ms. Elkin has been able to get information from the obituaries.  They 
also did some historical review of Hamden names back in history that are represented.  The process exists and 
can been continued.  When this gets launched, we have to make sure it is understood that this is just the first 
edition.  Mr. Peel and Mr. Catanzaro are working on documentation as to how this thing can carry on if they are 
no longer involved.  Hopefully this publication can go public before the end of the summer.  

If there are any errors Mr. Peel said he is responsible.  There are voluminous amounts of information on the 
pages.  Ms. Coleman said the Arts Council has a directory of member artists, but we don’t know of any other 
Towns that are doing this.  Please Email ideas/suggestions to msp46@hotmail.com.

Ms. Schiff moved that Mark Peel be a Commissioner for Life.  

* * Introduction of Maggie Della Rocco Griffin: Discussion of Publicity

Approval of Minutes
Ms. Sandler made a motion to approve the minutes of May 4, 2012.  Ms. Brown seconded the motion.  The 
vote was unanimous in favor.  

Treasurer’s Report
Mr. Kortsep reported a balance in the Saturday Series account of $15,448.40 as of 5/25  The Gift Fund has a 
balance of $13,839.44 as of 5/25
Page 2 of handout shows the town lines, pretty much zeroed out except for $305 in special programs.

Old Business 

Salute to Young Artists (May 10/May 18)

Ms. Sandler said the program went fabulously well.  Ms. Schiff said she asked a few people to come, one of 
whom was Councilperson Carol Noble, and she asked how come we don’t know about this.  The evening was 
phenomenal.  Eric Nyquist does a magnificent job.

Celebration of Franz Douskey

This was an excellent night and the jazz was good.  Mr. Douskey was really touched and really loved the 
program.  He read from his book.  All speakers were great including Ray Andrewson of WQUN and two 
comedians one of whom was Matt Fitch.   

Fundraising 
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Bus Tours

There was discussion on the July and October bus trips, which the travel agent has canceled.   Several 
commissioners voiced interest in the October trip, which is on the 13th.  The Newport trip is scheduled for 
December 8th.  Mr. Sause said our flyers are the best he has ever used.  

Painted Furniture

Discussion on painted furniture sale 

Found objects – Ms. Nista has a little inventory in her garage.  Judy Nacca recently did one which Ms. Nista saw 
on Facebook, and she will ask her to do one.  She will also ask Sherry Hiller is she comes to visit.  Do we know 
one or more visual artist we could ask for painted furniture.  Someone will get in touch with Sandy.   

Summer Concerts

Ms. Sandler asked if we could ask people we know to do buckets.  Ms. Jason has had promises from friends to 
help.  Ms. Nista feels after your first pass you start bothering people.  Ms. DeGrand feels only commissioners 
should do bucket collections.  Ms. Coleman said we should look at the field as a pie chart.  We have to hand out 
flyers at the fire works.  

Sign-up sheet

A sign up sheet for the various concerts was passed around.

Performers Update

Ms. Coleman said Chuck Negron of Three Dog Night finally put their contract in the mail, although she has not 
received it to date.  We have to have a signed contract.  People are excited about this year’s series.  Ms. Sandler 
mentioned a local band that put a video on the Facebook page.  Mimsie said we now have four or five local 
bands, one of whom won the battle of the bands at Mohegan Sun.  We don’t really want to go public with a 
request for local bands.

Vendor Fees 

Ms. Coleman reported that vendor fees for fireworks and concerts have been increased.  Vendors do not  get their 
money back if it rains.  Ms. Coleman handles the fireworks vendors and that money goes to the Town.  The 
money raised at the summer concerts goes to the Arts Commission.

Ms. Sandler asked commissioners to ‘like” the Arts Commission on Facebook.

Sponsorship

See attachment

Coordinator’s Report

Arts Recreation and Culture Department is collaborating with the Town Center Park Commission to have four 
movie nights – four Fridays in August.  The weekend of August 18/19 that Sunday Matt Fitch is trying to get 
ESPN and the American Baseball Association to allow a live broadcast of the Yankee/Red Sox game.  

Ms. Coleman said she is thinking about giving trophys to all volunteer coaches of the Town's athletic groups. 
Over 6,000 kids participate in youth athletics.  

Ms. Coleman also reported that the Legislative Council only approved the $5,000 for office assistance.  While 
the Mayor is trying to fund us extra money.  Ms. DeGrand will start helping in the office as of July 1st.  The State 
grant that has been paying Joanie has been discontinued.  Ms. Coleman will have to cut her time to 9 hours a 
week and spread the $5,000 that is in the budget over the year.  

New Business/Ideas/Good & Welfare

On the society page of the New York Times, there is a picture of Blessing Offer.
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Mr. Moore found a studio in West Haven where he can start producing photographs by the end of the year.

Commissioners approved expenditures of $315 for improvements to the sound board and $10 for Salute to 
Young Artists.

Adjournment

Ms. DeGrand made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Brown seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in 
favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
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