
TOWN OF HAMDEN
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING

April 11, 2012 
6:00 PM

IN THE LOUNGE
KEEFE COMMUNITY CENTER 

11 PINE STREET 
HAMDEN

Commissioners in Attendance:  Joyce Blandon, Chairwoman
                                                      Alexis Highsmith 
                                                      Robert Werner
                                                      Michael Brooks

Others in Attendance:  Chris Marchand, Program Manager, Community Development
                                        Peggy Craft, Clerk of the Commission
CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Blandon called the meeting to order at 6:09 PM.

ATTENDANCE
Attendance was taken as noted above.

APPROVAL OF MARCH 2012 MINUTES

Ms. Blandon asked if there were any additions, deletions or corrections to the Minutes of the March 2012 meeting. 
Hearing none, she called for a motion to approve.  Commissioner Brooks motioned to accept the Minutes as 
presented.   Commissioner Werner seconded the motion that passed unanimously.

PROGRAM MANAGER'S REPORT

Mr. Marchand said there was a lot of activity in March.  There is one project in April.  This should be completed by 
next month.  There are 10 applications on the waiting list.

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE

There were no closings this month.  There was one closing last month.

Mr. Marchand discussed the 323 Goodrich Street rehab project.  This project has been completed.  Mr. Marchand 
toured this property today.  He reported that this home is energy star rated with all energy star appliances.  A 
mother with two children is planning on purchasing this property.  She will use the Down Payment Assistance 
program to purchase this home.  There will be a story in the New Haven Register regarding this home.  Mr. 
Marchand has also received an application from one of the finalists for the Gilbert Avenue property that has been 
rehabilitated by Habit for Humanity.
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FAIR RENT

There have been no Fair Rent hearings.  Mr. Marchand has been able to work with the new Property Manager at 
Broadmoor Apartments.  He was able to work out an agreeable solution for a resident requesting a month-to-month 
lease.  The resident was given a six-month lease.  This was also offered to everyone in the building.  This will be 
offered during April and May.  There was a discussion regarding what would happen at the end of the six months. 
Mr. Marchand said that the occupants would then be offered a $50.00 to $100.00 rent increase.

The rehabilitation project in front of the industrial park at Highwood Square is finished.  Mr. Marchand reports that 
it looks very nice.

Regarding the additional funding that has been requested, Mr. Marchand said we should hear about this in the fall 
of 2012.

The library projects have been completed.  The Brundage Library work was funded by Community Development. 
The Town paid for the work at the Whitneyville Library.

IDRS REPORT

Mr. Marchand discussed the funds that should have been expended by this time.  He also discussed how emergency 
rehabs were funded.  There was a discussion regarding the repayment of the rehab loans.  These loans are payable 
when the house is sold, providing there is sufficient equity in the home. 

There was a discussion regarding the Program Year 38 Budget.  Mr. Marchand explained the line items in the 
budget.

PUBLIC SERVICE AGENCY GRANTS

After a short discussion, Chairwoman Blandon called for a motion to approve the grants as presented by the sub-
committee.  Commissioner Werner motioned to accept the Public Service Agency Grants as presented by the 
sub-committee.  Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

PROGRAM YEAR 38 BUDGET

After a short discussion, Chairwoman Blandon called for a motion to approve the Program Year 38 Budget as 
presented by Mr. Marchand.  Commissioner Werner motioned to accept the Program Year 38 Budget as 
presented by Mr. Marchand.  Commissioner Brooks seconded the motion that passed unanimously. 

ADJOURNMENT

There was no further business to come before the Commission and Chairwoman Blandon called for a motion to 
adjourn.  Commissioner Highsmith motioned to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commission Brooks 
and passed unanimously.

Submitted by: _________________________
                       Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk
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