
TOWN OF HAMDEN

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION
MEETING

MARCH 12, 2014
6:00 PM

IN THE LONGE
KEEFE COMMUNITY CENTER

11 PINE STREET
HAMDEN

Commissioners in attendance:  Joyce Blandon, Chairwoman
Michael Brooks
Janet Lyons
Robert Werner

Others in attendance:  Chris Marchand, Community Development Program Manager
Peggy Craft, Commission Clerk

CALL TO ORDER

Chairwoman Blandon called the meeting to order at 6:16 PM.

ATTENDANCE

Attendance was taken as noted above.

There was a short discussion regarding attendance.  Chairman Blandon will contact any Commissioners that 
have missed three or more consecutive meeting to determine their interest/commitment to this Commission.

FEBRUARY MINUTES

Ms. Lyons motioned to approve the Minutes of the February 2014 meeting.   Mr. Brooks seconded the 
motion that passed unanimously.

PROGRAM MANAGER'S REPORT

Mr. Marchand distributed the Program Manager's Report, and provided the following information:
 
Rehabilitation Program 

Out to Bid, Under Construction or Ready for Payment

We have 3 rehabilitation projects that are in active phase as follows:
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1. 33 Woodin Street Spec/C.E. Emergency Furnace- Replace
2. 29 Woodin Street Spec/C.E. Emergency Furnace- Replace
3. 51 Pearl Avenue $ 

6,400.00
Emergency Roof

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

TOTAL $ 6,400.00

Other Projects On-Hold, Cost Estimating (CE) or Specs/BID (SP) Stage

1. Housing Authority Rehabilitation- Moved to Spring 2014
2.
3.
4.
5.

Completed Projects through February 28, 2014:  
             

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

TOTAL $        0.00

Note: There are 6 additional projects on the waiting list. The waiting list would be exhausted by the fall 
2015 without other applications or funding.  12 have filled out intent to apply forms when list re-
opens.

Downpayment Assistance

There were no closings since the last report. 

Fair Rent/Fair Housing

No new complaints since last meeting. 



Community Development Advisory Commission Meeting
March 12, 2014
Page 3

Infrastructure/Commercial Rehabilitation Program

Sign grant pending for 400 Goodrich Street.  Awaiting design and 155 Goodrich Street (Daycare).

Public Facility/Miscellaneous:  

Intend to spend remaining funds on Playground improvements at Keefe Community Center.

Please review application by Davenport Dunbar and discuss next phase for Hamden Housing Authority

Davenport Dunbar has applied for $40,000 to do lighting update.  This is a $180,000 project.  Mr. Marchand 
said that HUD encourages supporting public housing facilities.  He recommended that $25,000 be dedicated to 
this project.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding this topic.  He also said this would be very agreeable to 
HUD.  Mr. Marchand noted that Meg Nowacki spoke very favorably regarding this request.

PUBLIC SERVICE AGENCY GRANTS

There was a discussion regarding The Destined to Succeed Program.  It is planned to move this program from 
the Hamden Middle School to the Spring Glen Church.  Ms. Lyons said she was not sure of the impact on 
students. 

Ms. Blandon said she spoke with the students and heard very positive comments.  Most said they would attend 
another after school program, but have other activities in the summer.  Ms. Blandon said that the after school 
program would be abandoned.  The original application was for a summer program.  There was further 
discussion regarding this program.  Ms. Blandon said she thinks this program is a good introduction into 
creating a business.  Ms. Lyon said that it seemed to her that the kids had a very good time but the original 
business plan was not very cohesive and she is not very enthusiastic regarding this business plan.  Mr. 
Marchand said the grant she received from this Commission is the only grant she received.  He said she may 
get more funding this year.  Ms. Lyons expressed concern regarding whether kids from southern Hamden 
would travel to the new destination.  There was further discussion regarding this application. 

After the discussion, Chairperson Blandon called for a vote on the Public Service Agency Grant Applications.  
The Commission unanimously voted for the following grants to be awarded:

BH CARE ( formerly DVS)   $4,000.00
Columbus House  $8,000.00
Hamden Elderly Services                     $7,000.00
Hamden Community Services           
Food Bank    $7,000.00
Hamden Youth Services                         $6,000.00
Partnership for Adult Day Care             $8,000.00
H.C.L.C. (formerly REACH/STEPS)    $3,000.00
Young Audiences of CT. Inc.    $3,000.00
DESTINED to Succeed, Inc.                $4,000.00 
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There was no further business to come before the Commission and Chairperson Blandon called for a motion to 
adjourn.  Commissioner Werner motioned to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Brooks and passed unanimously.   Chairperson Blandon adjourned the meeting at 7:20 PM.

Submitted by:

_______________________________
Peggy Craft, Clerk of the Commission 
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