
Minutes of the Hamden Economic Development Commission
January 10, 2012

Present: T. Sacchetti, Chairperson, T. DelGrego, B. Zambrano, S. Diaz, S. Borrelli, N. Schatz,
D. DeNicola, D. Moses, S. Rolnick

Not Present: D. Giannini, A. Inzero

Also Present: D. Kroop, G. Vasil, S. Harris, L.C., Inaam-Karim, resident

1. Call to Order
T. Sacchetti, Chairperson called the meeting to order @5:32 PM.

2. Reading & Approval of the minutes from the previous meeting
T. Sacchetti, Chairperson asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the December 13, 
2011 meeting, T. DelGrego made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 13, 2011 
meeting, B. Zambrano seconded, passed unanimously.

3. Report of the Director
 Some of the outstanding grants have been paid out. We are still waiting for their paper work.
 The new 3-year plan has been approved by the Council. We will be setting up the new budget 

soon. A discussion ensued on the new plan.

4. Old Business
Signage – Planning & Zoning's sign regulations state that you have to leave 90% of your 
window clear of any signage. At 7 PM tonight they will have an information only meeting at 
Thornton Wilder. Dale stated that he did some research and Guilford has the same regulations as 
we do, East Haven has none, West Haven is 50%, North Haven is 10% for painted on signage 
not on product signs. Planning & Zoning started to enforce the regulations after a couple of 
businesses were robbed last year. The police chief said that one of the reasons those businesses 
were probably hit was you couldn't see into the store because of all the signs in the windows. 
Which makes it dangerous for them also because they can't see who is in the building. A 
discussion ensued on how it should be handled and what changes we would suggest. N. Schatz 
asked if there where any requirements regarding being able to see into a store (business). Dale 
stated none that he knew of.  The consensus of the Commissioners was that the regulations 
should change for the whole Town, not just certain areas. A discussion ensued on feasible 
changes regarding the amount of signs in windows, including temporary signs and their 
economic impact on businesses. They discussed the changes to the 550.2.8 regulation section. 
The E.D. Commissions' recommendation would be to change the 10% coverage to 50% 
coverage to windows and doors which should include permanent and temporary signs added to 
other signage. T. Sacchetti, Chairperson asked for a motion to ask the Planning & Zoning 
Commission to make the changes they suggest. D. Moses made a motion to ask the Planning & 
Zoning Commission to make the changes they suggest, S. Diaz seconded, passed unanimously.

5. New Business – Froyo World Yogurt Tax Incentive
Dale state that Froyo World Yogurt will be moving into a portion of the old FYE site in the Hamden 
Plaza. They will invest approximately $100,000 into the site. The Mayor's tax incentive committee 
approved them for a $2,000 grant and a 50% permit fee waiver. A discussion ensued on the project. T. 



Sacchetti, Chairperson asked for a motion to approve the benefits as approved by the Mayor's tax 
incentive committee. S. Rolnick made a motion to approve the benefits as approved by the Mayor's tax 
incentive committee, N. Schatz seconded, passed unanimously 

6. Project Updates: Redevelopment, Openings, Etc.
 Dale met with the Pearce Real Estate Agents to discuss the available real estate in Town

Sometime in the future he will ask the Commissioners and the Council to visit the old community 
center site and others around Town.

 Jake's Wayback Burger will be opening soon at the old Blimpies site.
 A southwestern restaurant will open in the other half of the Froyo site in the Plaza
 Edge Fitness will open in the old bowling alleys
 Hamden Plaza and Mart are now almost 100% leased
 Economic Development Corp: 400 Goodrich St. remediation is complete and should close in 

February. HEDC has received the first part of the grant for the Incubator Project.
 In 2006 the commission voted on funds to do streetscape north of Arch Street and in front of 

Highwood Square. The project went out to bid and was awarded but the Council tabled it 
because they wanted blight issues taken care of in a different area of Highwood before they 
approve it. This project is required per the grant we received for Highwood Square. The 
contractor will ask for and extension of the general conditions bond, etc.              

 A portion of the old Colonial Tymes site will became a daycare
 Days Inn is working on their new addition should be finish in May or June
 Quinnipiac University is purposing to build an Irish Studies Museum on Whitney across from 

Mike's Deli. Their pilot will increase as they invest in more property. They pay taxes on other 
commercial buildings

 100 Skiff Street – There is some interest in the site
 Old Centerville Lumber – There also some interest in that site
 6% of Hamden is zoned commercial

7. Adjournment
With no other business to discuss T. Sacchetti, Chairperson asked  for a motion to adjourn at 6:30 PM, 
t. DelGrego made a motion to adjourn at 6:30 PM, D. DeNicola seconded, passed unanimously.


