
Minutes of the Hamden Economic Development Commission
December 14, 2010

Present: T. Sacchetti, Chairperson, B. Zambrano, T. DelGrego, D. Giannini, S. Rolnick, 
D. DeNicola

Not Present: A. Inzero, N. Schatz, S. Diaz, D. Moses

Also Present: D. Kroop, G. Vasil

1. Call to Order
T. Sacchetti, Chairperson called the meeting to order @ 5:43 PM.

2. Reading and Approval of the Minutes from the Previous Meeting
T. Sacchetti, Chairperson asked for a notion to approve the minutes from the November 9, 2010 
meeting, T. DelGrego made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 9, 2010 
meeting,  D. DeNicola seconded, passed unanimously.

3. Report of the Director
• Dale reviewed the “Summary of Businesses Assisted” through our programs with the 

Commissioners:  Some businesses finished their projects but haven't handed in their 
documentation to receive their grant money yet. Only one business has ever returned 
funds to the pool because they didn't complete their obligations.

• He discussed the letter to Planning & Zoning regarding the sign regulations. S. Rolnick 
spoke about window signs (window advertising signs are considered “signs”), shopping 
centers and the way the sign space is distributed. A long discussion ensued on the 
regulations and getting Planning & Zoning to attend one of our meetings to discuss these 
issues: 1). Window signs, 2). Distribution of sign space, and 3). selective enforcement. 
Dale will write a letter addressing these three items, that are not addressed in the new 
regulations.

• He mentioned that some brokers/developers are angry with some of the new regulations. 
He used the Town of Milford as an example of how things can go wrong and how 
publicity can hurt a Town.  He also mentioned that some brokers/developers have asked 
him if he would support their projects. A discussion ensued on Dale or the Commission 
giving their support to any projects. The consensus was we shouldn't support any one 
project over another. The commission will continue to receive information on project 
from Dale.

4. Old Business: None

5. New Business: 2011 EDC Schedule
T. Sacchetti, Chairperson asked for a motion to approve the 2011 EDC Schedule, S. Rolnick 
moved to approve the 2011 EDC Schedule, B. Zambrano, seconded, passed unanimously.

6. Project Updates: Redevelopment, Openings, Etc.
• We are getting a few new applications for our Tax Incentive program: 400 Goodrich property, 

the old Goodyear building on Putnam Ave. and for a business that has put bids on two 
properties on Welton St.



• We may soon have an application for a micro-loan from a manufacturer.
• Cumin Indian Restaurant should open by the end of the year.
• Gentlemen's Warehouse might be coming to the old Blockbuster's site.
• The package store that is in the Mart is looking to move into a part of the old Mauro Motors 

building, the rest of the building is being marketed for different things.
• Liquor Land near the Gap will move into the Mart and there will be two vacant spaces in the 

Gap Plaza.
• The corner of Mather and Dixwell: 2 to 3 developers are working together to develop the 3 

vacant sites.
• Trying to get the “Tequila Man”  from New Haven to come to Hamden.
• Centerville Lumber is closing and on the market for $3.2 million it's a 5+ acre site, local 

commercial developers are interested.
• CERC is having a “Market the State Economy” conference at Quinnipiac University tomorrow 

at 8:30 AM.
• Dadio Road is done.
• Specialty Wire's new building is moving along.
• There is a lot of activity going on Putnam Avenue. 
• Fire Headquarters RFP for design to build will go out to bid the first of the year.

7. Adjournment
With no other business to discuss T. Sacchetti, Chairperson asked for a motion to adjourn,           T. 
DelGrego moved to adjourn at 6:25 PM, D. Giannini seconded, passed unanimously.


