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FARMINGTON CANAL COMMISSION

MINUTES:  The Farmington Canal  Commission,  Town of  Hamden  will  hold  a  Regular 
Meeting  on  Tuesday,  September  4,  2012  in  the  third  floor  conference  room,  Hamden 
Government Center The following issues will be discussed:   

Commissioners in Attendance:  Barbara Gigliotti, Mike Dunlap, Bill Horowitz, Richard 
Weiner, Kathy Larson, David Schaefer

Commissioners Absent: Johanna Becker, Malachi Blandon, Michael Johnson,

Others in Attendance: Scout Ben Abbott, Mrs. Abbott,  Troop 608 Leader, 
Assistant, Town Planner Dan Kops, Commission Clerk 
Gerry Tobin

Mr. Schaefer called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.

1. Review Minutes of July 18, 2012
Mr. Horowitz made a motion to approve the minutes of July 18th.  Mr. Weiner seconded the 
motion.  The vote was unanimous in favor.  

Mr. Schaefer reported that Commission Clerk Tobin has retired from Town employment, but 
will continue as clerk.  

Mr. Schaefer introduced this evening's guest Ben Abbott and Troop Leader from #608 who has 
made a huge contribution to our Town.

Mr. Abbott introduced himself as a 15 year old Scout from Troop 608 and distributed a copy of 
his proposal for an Eagle Scout project.  Mr. Abbott is proposing a mile marker project for the 
Farmington Canal Trail to assist with fast response time in emergency situations.  The markers 
will enable 911 operators to pinpoint the location of emergencies.  Signs will be placed at 1/2 



mile intervals.  Mr. Abbott described two volunteer shifts, one morning and one afternoon, each 
staffed by two volunteers and supported by two adults.  Mr. Abbott will demonstrate assembly of 
the signs, which will have standard and metric measurements.  Placement of signs will start at 
Mt. Sanford Road.  They will use a measuring wheel to place signs at half mile intervals and will 
provide a map showing measurements, landmarks and cross streets.  Signs will be readable from 
both the northerly and southerly directions.   Sign posts will be hammered 2' into the ground and 
will be shaped to prevent tipping over.  Signs will resemble boy scout troop number arm badges.  
Numbering will start at the northern border of Hamden's trail.  

Mr. Kops said he has discussed repainting the trail markings with Public Works.  He also said 
that because the donation of the signs and the labor, the project would have to go before the 
Legislative Council for approval as a gift.  It would also require §8-24 review by the Planning & 
Zoning Commission.  Mr. Schaefer said this is a great idea and can further safety along the trail.  
He mentioned that the appearance should be consistent with other the trail signs.  He asked if 
there are any maintenance issues.  The surface should be designed to be able to remove graffiti.  
Mr. Schaefer said his son Ben did an Eagle Scout project placing signs and a bench on the trail, 
and within two months the bench was broken.  The material should be sturdy, vandal resistant 
and easy to maintain.   

Mr. Abbott said signs would be silk screened on an 8/10 piece of steel.  They would be placed 2' 
offset from the trail along the east side of the trail.  

Ms. Gigliotti had some general comments.  She isn't sure DPW would want to mow around the 
posts and then have to weed whack around them.  She would prefer every 2/10's of a mile 
painted on the trail, rather than raised on a post.  Mr. Weiner asked if we had any data regarding 
911 emergencies on the trail.  We do not have that information available at this time.  

Mr. Horowitz feels 1/2 mile spacing is not that many poles, and DPW has to deal with more 
trees, fences, etc.  Ms. Gigliotti said that the painting of the mile markers on the trail was usually 
done by a volunteer.  The painted markings are still visible.  

Mike Dunlap suggested the word Hamden be on the sign.  Mr. Abbott would also do a map 
showing landmarks and cross streets.  Ms. Larson pointed out that people like to know how far 
they have gone.  Mr. Schaefer said there should be a protective coating over the silk screen to 
provide easier graffiti removal.

Ms. Gigliotti agreed to work with Mr. Abbott.  The Commission agreed to delegate its authority 
to go forward if they come up with a design acceptable to Milone & MacBroom and the 
Department of Public Works.  Mr. Schaefer again explained the possible requirement of 
Legislative Council approval, which would delay the project start.  He also said that Public 
Works Director Cesare's assistant Debbie Gaiolini is working with the High School on their 
adopt a mile project, and can work with Ms. Gigliotti and Mr. Cesare.  Ms. Gigliotti will contact 
Milone & MacBroom and Public Works.

Mr. Dunlap made a motion that the Commission encourages and authorizes Ms. Gigliotti 
to act on its behalf and work with Mr. Abbott to accomplish his sign project for the 
Farmington Canal Trail.  Mr. Horowitz seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous in 
favor.    



Mr. Kops did not have a report, but did hear there might be evidence of some gang activities 
along the trail. There was some communication between the administration and the Police 
Department regarding gang activity on the trail.  Mr. Schaefer said he would have given the trail 
a B+ when he road the trail last week.   Mr. Dunlap said there has been some spray painting on 
the fencing past Putnam Avenue.  Mr. Dunlap has seen  no evidence of crime along the trail, but 
there have been some issues in the Newhall area.  He told of a former Navy Seal who was 
attached by four guys who stole his bike.  Bikes, wallets and phones are what is being stolen, he 
thinks between 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.  Mr. Schaefer said when Captain Lujick spoke to us he 
reported gangs hanging around after dusk, not during the day.  The New Haven section is pretty 
well lit.

Mr. Kops said that a letter went out from Mayor Jackson protesting the items that were denied   
funding.  The paint on the underpass is one of the items that was denied.  The paint brightens up 
the underpass and is graffiti resistant.  The State was willing to allow the Town to receive federal 
funds from which they take a substantial cut, for change orders where the drain pipe had eroded 
and the the street light was sinking.  They claimed that the catch basis on the north side of the 
tunnel was a design error, which he feels it was not.  They continue to work on the leakage into 
the tunnel.  The last Mr. Kops heard there was some leakage, but it is better than it was.  Mr. 
Gigliotti thinks it leaks after substantial rain.  

2. Phase I Update (Mt. Sanford Road to Todd Street)
Ms. Larson noticed that there are a couple of places that she didn't see a heave but caused 
damage to her bicycle.  One area is about 20 yards south of the red bridge near Brooksvale and 
the other behind Superior Stone. The others were all average.  Mr. Kops will pass this on to 
DPW.  Mr. Horowitz suggested spray painting the bad spots to warn trail users.  Ms. Gigliotti 
asked what happened with the budget for trail maintenance.  Mr. Cooper had recommended 
funds for  trail maintenance when he was preparing the budget last January.  Mr. Kops will 
check.

Mr. Schaefer asked about the telephone pole that was in the area in front of the bank.  Ms. 
Gigliotti said it has been removed.  

Ms. Gigliotti asked who is responsible for mowing the area that used to be Westwoods Road.  
Mr. Kops said once the project is complete the excess land will be split between the Town and 
the property owner to the North (Woody Hoyt).  Right now the State is responsible.  

3. Phase IIA Update (Todd Street to Hamden Hills Drive)

4. Phase IIB Update (Hamden Hills Drive to Connolly Parkway)
Mr. Weiner felt the trail looked to be in great shape a week ago.
  
5. Phase III Update (Connolly Parkway to New Haven Line) 
Mr. Horowitz said behind Home Depot is looking good.  

6. Old Business

7. New Business 



Mr. Schaefer will not be in attendance at the October meeting.   From September 17th to 
November 6th, he will be in Wisconsin working on the presidential election.  Ms. Gigliotti will 
chair the October meeting.  

8. Adjournment
Ms. Gigliotti made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Horowitz seconded the motion.  The vote was 
unanimous in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

Submitted by: _______________________________
Gerry Tobin, Clerk of the Commission
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