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FARMINGTON CANAL COMMISSION

Minutes:  The Farmington Canal Commission, Town of Hamden held an informal session at 
7:30  p.m.  on  Thursday,  November  8,  2012   in  the  third  floor  conference  room,  Hamden 
Government Center.  A quorum was not available.  The following issues were discussed:   

Commissioners in Attendance: David Schaefer, Mike Johnson, Richard Weiner, Michael 
Dunlap

Commissioners Excused: Bill Horowitz, Barbara Gigliotti, Johanna Becker, Malachi 
Blandon

Others in Attendance: Dan Kops, Assistant Town Planner
Gerry Tobin, Commission Clerk

There was discussion on a proposal by Langan  Engineering and Environmental Services and 
DLC Management Corporation to install monitoring wells on Town property at the location of 
Putnam Place.  Commissioners feel that this item should be left to the Town Attorney and other 
Town staff to decide.  

Mr. Schaefer said the high school kids went out as part of a public service project and painted 
over the graffiti on the overpass by the Connolly Parkway.  Public Works was very 
complimentary as to what they did and provided them with paint and clean up material.  This 
group has adopted a portion of the trail from Skiff Street to just below Connolly Parkway.  We 
should let them continue with their project and think about a way to recognize them.  Malachi 
Blandon participated in this project.

Mr. Dunlap asked about the Eagle Scout project.  Mr. Schaefer explained that Ben Abbott 
decided stenciling on the pavement would be preferable as opposed to signage.  He is getting his 
supplies from Public Works and also plans to put together a map of the trail.  



Mr. Schaefer asked if the Town has a policy on plowing the trail.  Previously Public Works has 
plowed part of the trail and have left part of the trail  natural.  Mr. Dunlap urged Public Works to 
plow from Skiff Street into New Haven and leave the northern section for skiers.

Crime on the New Haven portion of the trail was mentioned.  Mr. Kops said he hasn't heard of 
anything recently.  Mr. Dunlap said Yale puts out a newsletter and mentions issues on the trail,  
but he hasn't seen anything lately.  A specific email went out telling people not to walk around 
with their phones out.

Hamden's problem is groups of teens hanging out on the trail, not harassing people.  Mr. Dunlap 
would like to see police on bicycles during commuting hours.  Mr. Dunlap continues to ride into 
New Haven during the winter, but has lights on the front and blinkers on the back of his bicycle.  
He might purchase a glow in the dark vest or something.  

Mr. Schaefer mentioned spending the last seven weeks in Wisconsin and said how nice their 
trails are and how friendly they are to bicyclers.   

Submitted by: _______________________________
Gerry Tobin, Clerk of the Commission
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