
THE HISTORIC PROPERTIES COMMISSION

Minutes:  The Historic Properties Commission Town of Hamden held a regular meeting on  
Wednesday, June 20, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parks and Recreation Dept., Hamden  
Government Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue.  The following issues were discussed:

Attending: Douglas Baker, Daniel Ioime, Todd Levine, Brian Murphy 
Heidi Rubertone, Al Gorman, Liaison

Absent: Ellen Highkin, Kenneth Minkema 

CALL TO ORDER—Commissioner Levine called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

Approval of Minutes – A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of April 18, 2012 was 
entertained.  Chairman Levine motioned to approve the minutes with the following changes. 
Under Approval of minutes he word meting should be meeting and under Unfinished Business 
item c Mr. Ioimi should be Ioime.  The motion is seconded with the corrections by Mr. Ioime. 
The motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Ioime motioned to approve the minutes of May 16, 2012 
with the correction of the word meting as is should be meeting, seconded by Chairman Levine 
with the correction.  The motion carried unanimously.

  
Public Hearing – none at this time.

Public Session  - none at this time.

CHAIR REPORT/CORRESPONDENCE  - Chairman Levine not present to present a report. 
 
Unfinished Business

a. Memorial Town Hall – Mr. Gorman advised the members that the Police Department 
have moved into the new facility and that the Fire Department is expected to move in late 
summer.  All construction is expected to be complete by fall.  The next step is the 
removal of the old police buildings and the construction of the parking garage.  Mr. 
Gorman provided a aerial photo taken in 1949 showing the building and the surrounding 
area.  Various items such as the corner stone which was very carefully removed from he 
original Library building 1952 containing a time capsule.  The weather vain has been 
moved to Brooksvale Park until a decision is made how it will be repurposed.  The flag 
poles were saved along with some slate from the building.  The corner stone in the 
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original Police Department building will be removed but Mr. Gorman wasn’t sure if there 
will be a time capsule in it.  There is still a problem with cracking in the doors to the Fire 
House.

b. Lock 14 – Some of the furniture from the Police Department has been moved to the 
Lockkeepers House for use by the department when they establish a remote station.  The 
Commission would like to hold the September meeting at the Lockkeepers House, the 
date is September 19, 2012.

c. Hamden Cemeteries – Mr. Ioimi wasn’t able to speak with Mr. Aranci prior to the end of 
the school year so nothing can be done at this time.  He will try to reach Mr. Aranci in 
August to see if this project can happen in the fall. 

d. Ivesville District – Chairman Levine, Mr. Gorman and Mr. Minkema met with the Town 
Attorney Ms. Gruen to review the process and guidelines.  Chairman Levine asked if any 
members could make a donation to getting the report copied otherwise there are no funds 
to accomplish this.  The residents have to be on board with this otherwise it can’t happen. 
The Commission members would really like to see this project completed since there is 
such history in the area and other areas of the town.  

e. Jepps Brook – Chairman Levine has stamped the brochures and they will be placed in the 
Library, the office of the Town Clerk, Lockkeepers House when it opens, Brooksvale 
Park, the Park and Recreation Office and some to the Chamber of Commerce and local 
businesses’.  

f. Other Business – Mr. Gorman advised the Commission that the Earth Day event went 
very well.  A brief discussion ensued regarding contact with the North Haven Historical 
Society and Mr. Gorman stated that he has had conversations with them but that they 
have not contacted him for help with anything.  
The brochure of the Walking Tour will be ready next week. There is going to be an 
introductory talk and handing out of the brochures at Whitneyville Congregational 
Thursday July 12, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. if anyone would like to attend.
The brochures will be placed in the traditional locations in town.  Mr. Gorman would like 
some to go the Chamber of Commerce as they now have a visitor center with a display 
area where the brochure can be placed.
AT& T has submitted a proposal to reinstall the tower at the bank building at Circular 
and Dixwell Avenues they will be redoing 3 feet to the tower it will not be an increase in 
footage.
The town has applied for a Barnes Stabilization Grant for the Brooksville Barn.  The 
Brooksvale Barn will be going on the State Registry.
The 1861 Rectory Cabin on Whitney Ave. maybe in the process of changing hands.  This 
is located next to the former Centerville Lumber Company which is now closed.  The sale 
of the Centerville Lumber property has fallen thru, it is not clear if the Rectory Cabin was 
part of the sale or not.  This building is on the local inventory it is very historic and with 
the buildings around it that are up for sale it puts the Rectory Cabin in a little jeopardy.
The Commission discussed applying for a grant to get the building put on the State 
Registry. Mr. Gorman will keep Chairman Levine informed of any further steps with this 
property.
Mr. Gorman inquired if it would be proper for the Commission to apply for a Connecticut 
Trust Preservation Award in regard to the restoration work on Memorial Town Hall? 
This is a building on the National Registry, this is a building the Commission has worked 
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very hard to preserve the exterior in its integrity as much as possible.  Chairman Levine 
will review this and let the Commission members how to proceed.
The Brooksville Animal Barn is till taking donations.
The renovations of the stone bridges continues’.  There was a delay on the first bridge 
due to materials but the work on the Brooksvale Bridge will be started soon.
Mr. Murphy inquired if the Masselli Barn is on the registry.  Mr. Gorman advised the 
members the Barn is listed on the State Barns but not on the State Registry.  A grant to 
repair the roof will be submitted.  Mr. Gorman also advised the members that the 
Legislative Council will discuss putting in a Solar Farm at the location which has been 
discussed at various meetings with residents and they are not opposed to this usage.
 

Adjournment – At 7:45 p.m. Mr. Ioime motioned to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Murphy.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

The next regular meeting will be Wednesday, September 19, 2012 Parks and Recreation Dept.  
Conference Room, Government Center 2nd floor 7:00 p.m.

Recorded by,

Catherine E. Gempka
Commission Clerk
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