
 1

July 7, 2014
MINUTES:  THE INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION, Town of Hamden, held Regular Meeting on Wednesday, 
July 2, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Thornton Wilder Hall, Miller Memorial Library Complex, 2901 Dixwell Avenue, 
Hamden, Ct with the following results: 

 Commissioners in attendance: Nancy Rosenbaum, Chairperson
Joan Lakin
Andy Brand

 Kirsten Jensen
Mike Milazzo, arrived at 7:17
Mike Stone arrived at 7:12
Bob Gnida
Alan Piscitelli
Stephanie Wilson

Staff in attendance: Dan Kops, Assistant Town Planner 
Tom Vocelli, IW Enforcement Officer              
Stacy Shellard, Commission Clerk
Genevieve Bertolini, Stenographer

Ms. Rosenbaum called the meeting to order at 7:03p.m.  Mr. Brand called the roll and there was a quorum.  Ms. 
Rosenbaum introduced the Commission and Staff.    

I.  Regular Meeting:
        
           1.    New Applications 

      a.  14-1202    275 & 475 Mt Carmel Avenue - reconstruction of athletic fields                    
   Quinnipiac University, Applicant                                                               

Ms. Rosenbaum stated that the applicant will give a short presentation and a site walk will be scheduled.  A public 
hearing for this application will be opened on September 3, 2014.

Mr. Pellegrino, Attorney, addressed the Commission and reviewed the application for facility and field improvements.  
He stated that sheet C1.0 is a general overview of the site to improve two athletic fields located east of Hogan Road 
and south of Mt Carmel Avenue.  The improvements to upgrade the facilities and fields will be used for lacrosse, 
soccer, rugby and field hockey.  The improvements are a requirement of a Title 9 Consent Decree.  The field on Mt 
Carmel Avenue(north field) will be replaced and shifted closer to Mt Carmel Avenue.  A facility adjacent to the field 
with team rooms and a stadium for spectators will be constructed.  The proposed plan maintains the 25 foot buffer 
from the wetlands to permanent improvements, excluding drainage improvements which will be maintained.  There are 
two wetlands called one and two.  Mr. Pellegrino reviewed the locations of the wetlands.  The field(south field) located 
near Hogan Road is currently used for recreational uses and rugby.  The proposal is to improve it with facility team 
rooms and a stadium and it will be dedicated to field hockey.  The field will be moved further to the north to increase 
the buffer area to the wetland which is located to the south.  Mr. Pellegrino referred to sheets C1.1 & 1.2 which refer to 
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studies of prudent and feasible alternatives on the two campus sites.  An expanded planting plan and invasive removal 
area has been proposed.  Sheet C1.3 for the lighting plan has been revised and the lighting structures have been 
relocated to reduce the lighting spill into the wetlands.  Mr. Pellegrino stated that the applicant has tried to use the 
decision of the Commission from a previous application as a road map to redesign the current proposal.  He asked that 
Mr. Tom Vocelli, Wetland Enforcement Officer, provide him with the site walk date and the date of the Public Hearing 
so that he can include it in his abutter notifications.  

Ms. Rosenbaum stated that the proposed plans will be available in the Planning Office and made available at the next 
meeting.  The plans will also be available on the Town website(hamden.com, Planning & Zoning Department).  She 
asked Mr. Pellegrino to highlight the differences between the previous plans vs. the current plans in order to 
demonstrate the significant differences between the two plans.  

Ms. Lakin made the motion to table this application for a site inspection.  Mr. Piscitelli seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously.                                                                                                                                                 
                
    2.    Notices-of-Violation, Cease & Desist & Restore Orders, Notices-to-Appear  
 
                     a.     N.O.V.   64 Rocky Top Road – clearing of trees & removal of vegetation                     
                     b.   N.O.V.   251 Welton Street – oil spill or discharge                                                                     
                     c.     N.O.V.    Lot 10-Benham Hill Estates (aka 0 Benham Hill Place) 

                       Failure to repair & maintain stormwater detention basin       
    
All Notices-of-Violation remain tabled. 
    
         3.    Review Site Inspection Schedule    

Ms. Rosenbaum reviewed site inspection dates with the Commission and Mr. Vocelli.  The site inspection for 275 & 
475 Mt Carmel Avenue will be on July 10, 2014 at 5:30p.m.  The inspection will begin at the Public Affairs building 
on Hogan Road.  

         4.    Review of April 2, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
 
Ms. Rosenbaum asked Mr. Gnida to clarify on page one, 1st paragraph, 1st sentence.  Mr. Gnida stated it should read: 
Mr. Gnida stated that there is no buffer zone between the project and the wetlands.  Ms. Rosenbaum said that on page 
two,  Mr. Gnida's statement, item 4: “grown” should be “ground”.

Mr. Brand made the motion to approve the minutes as amended.  Ms. Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  

       5.     Other Business
     Election of Officers

Ms. Rosenbaum asked Mr. Brand to be the Acting Chairman for the purposes of accepting nominations for the Election 
of Chairman.  Mr. Brand stated that he would be resigning from the commission.  He stated that he may be appointed 
to the Tree Commission and will need to resign from the IWC if appointed.  

Mr. Brand asked for nominations for Chairperson.  

Ms. Lakin nominated Ms. Rosenbaum for Chairperson.  Mr. Milazzo seconded the motion.  
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Ms. Cheylyn Poindexter, addressed the Commission and questioned how one can be nominated for chairperson of the 
Commission.  It was explained to her that the Commissioners are appointed by the Mayor and approved by the 
Legislative Council.  The Commission members then elect the Chair and the other officers.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Brand asked for nominations for Vice-Chair.

Mr. Brand nominated Ms. Lakin.  Mr. Milazzo nominated Mr. Shadle.  Mr. Shadle withdrew his nomination.  Mr. 
Milazzo seconded Ms. Lakin's nomination.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Brand asked for nominations for Secretary. 

Ms. Lakin nominated Mr. Milazzo, Mr. Gnida seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Rosenbaum resumed the chair and extended her appreciation to Ms. Lakin and Mr. Brand for their Site Inspection 
reports.

Ms. Rosenbaum thanked Mr. Brand for his devotion to the IWC.  She stated that he will be missed.  

Ms. Cherlyn Poindexter, addressed the Commission and stated that she has requested that her group be placed on the 
agenda.  Ms. Stacy Shellard, Clerk of the Commission, explained that as requested she is sending the agendas via 
email.  Ms. Poindexter stated that the request was that they be placed on the IWC agenda and be allowed to speak.  Ms. 
Shellard apologized and stated that her understanding of the request was that they receive the agendas.  She asked Mr. 
Kops to review the letter.  

Ms. Joan Howell, addressed the Commission and stated that she had sent the request and they requested to be allowed 
to speak at the meeting.  Ms. Shellard apologized to her and said that she will review the letter and contact them.  

Mr. Milazzo explained that anyone can speak at a public hearing.  If the meeting is not a public hearing they would 
need to submit a request to be an intervening party for the application.  Mr. Kops explained that if a public hearing is 
not being held for an application then the applicant must grant you permission to speak. 

Ms. Poindexter stated that the agenda has “Other Business” listed.  Ms. Rosenbaum stated that this Commission only 
deals with the issues directly impacting the wetlands.  The Commission and Planning Staff further discussed with Ms. 
Poindexter and Ms. Howell the functions of the IWC.  They discussed a possible violation with regard to the Memo of 
Understanding(MOU) between New Haven and Hamden.  The Commission also said that any possible violation of the 
wetlands regulations should be referred to Mr. Vocelli.  

     6.    Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Lakin and seconded by Mr. Piscitelli.  It passed with no dissenting votes.  The  
meeting ended at  7:31 p.m.

Submitted by:   ______________________________________     
                           Stacy Shellard-Clerk of the Commission                
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