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June 9, 2015, revised 7/21/15 per Commission review at the 7/1/15 meeting 

MINUTES:  THE INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION, Town of Hamden, held a Regular Meeting on 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chambers, Memorial Town Hall, 2372 Whitney Avenue, 

Hamden, CT with the following results:  

 
Commissioners in attendance:      Nancy Rosenbaum, Chairperson 
  Joan Lakin 

         Kirk Shadle  

 Dan Liston 
 Stephanie Wilson 

 Kirsten Jensen 

 Mike Milazzo 

 Amanda Kallenbach 
 Mike Stone, arrived at 7:07p.m.  

    

   
Staff in attendance: Dan Kops, Assistant Town Planner  

Tim Lee, Assistant Town Attorney  

 Tom Vocelli, IW Enforcement Officer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 Stacy Shellard, Commission Clerk 

 

 
Ms. Rosenbaum called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Ms. Lakin called the roll and there was a quorum.  Ms. 

Rosenbaum introduced the Commission and Staff. 
 
Ms. Rosenbaum welcomed Ms. Kallenbach to the Commission.   

    
I.  Regular Meeting: 

            

     Pending Applications: 
    

  a.   15-1209     1021 Benham Street-house addition & expansion (garage, bedroom, kitchen)  

         John M Bunton and Linda Oechsle, Applicants      
  

Mr. John Bunton, owner, addressed the Commission and reviewed the site and the history of the existing structures.    

He stated that the existing detached garage is in poor condition and for safety reasons needs to be demolished.  Mr. 

Bunton reviewed the proposed plans for the expansion of the house and the addition of an attached garage.  He 
explained that the location of the current driveway is unsafe and will be moved 30 feet to the north.   The existing 

driveway will be removed and plantings will be put in its place.  Mr. Bunton stated that he is an architect and designed 

the proposed additions.  When he submitted the zoning permit application he was advised by Mr. Tom Vocelli, Wetland 
Enforcement Officer, that there may be wetlands on the site and it was recommended that a soil scientist be brought in.  

Mr. Bunton said that the soil scientist indicated that there were wetlands on the site and they were flagged.  Mr. Bunton 

submitted a request for a de mininis ruling and it was not granted.   
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Mr. Bunton reviewed the revised site plan which includes 100 foot and 200 foot upland review bounderies, as well as a 

rain garden.   
 

Mr. David Lord, Soil Scientist, reviewed the location of the 16 wetland flags that were placed.  He reviewed the 

different types of soils that were found on the site.   

 
Mr. Bunton reviewed the Construction Logistic Plans.   

 

Mr. Liston asked if the storage area for the top soil will be placed far away from the wetlands and Mr. Bunton replied 
yes.  Mr. Bunton explained that the existing driveway will be removed after the construction is completed.  This will 

allow the construction vehicles to park on a paved area.   

 
Mr. Shadle questioned the location of the proposed retaining wall and the placement of the erosion control fabric while 

excavation is being done.  Mr. Bunton stated that he wants to stay as far away from the retaining wall as possible, 

however, he wants to catch as much sediment as possible.  Mr. Bunton said he is staying in the house while the 

construction is taking place and will be monitoring the work being done.   
 

Ms. Wilson stated the following:   

 

First, I did a quick map study of the existing condition to the proposed condition and calculated that the net 

change in impervious surface from the existing condition to the proposed condition is approximately 3,422 

sf, with a minimum distance of impervious to wetland line being +/-60' in the existing condition, down to 20' 

in the proposed condition. My maps are attached. 

 

Based on the amount of additional permanent disturbance to the wetland buffer I think more clarification is 

needed on the plans to ensure that the post construction quality and function of the wetland and adjacent 

buffer is not compromised. If there is no alternative to the design and the driveway has to go within 20' of the 

wetland the following things should be noted and clarified on the plans. 

 

1. Length of retaining wall required adjacent to wetland. What is the footing depth and how much 

disturbance and grading is required for installation? There is a detail showing that the wall will be 18", but 

does not show how much excavation will be required adjacent to the wetland. 

 

2. Clearly show on the plan the significant trees that will be removed from the 100' wetland buffer, including 

DBH and condition, so that when clearing occurs there is not additional removals. 

 

3. A more detailed planting plan should be developed that includes quantities and species of the proposed 

planting. Based on past approvals this seems to be in line with what we reviewed and approved in the past. 

Without quantities, species and a planting plan submitted it seems like there is very little to ensure that the 

construction will include planting that is adequate to mitigate the amount of permanent impact that will result 

from the proposed improvements. 

 

4. The plan should depict type and quantity of wetland markers that will be placed to ensure no further 

encroachment.  

 

Mr. Bunton reviewed the location of the trees that will be removed.  He noted that they are located in the 

path of the new driveway and where the excavation for the addition will take place.  Mr. Bunton said that the 

site has an area that is densely wooded and many of the trees are in poor health.  The mature trees that are in 

good health but being removed will benefit the smaller trees by allowing them to thrive.  Mr Bunton stated 

that he has not identified the plant species quantities.   
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Ms. Wilson questioned where the wetland markers will be placed.  Mr. Bunton replied that the location of the 

markers is noted on the plans.  He is unsure if there are enough big trees to place the markers on and does not 

want to place them on the smaller trees.  Ms. Rosenbaum stated that the markers should be placed every 35 

feet.  Mr. Vocelli stated that the markers can be placed on pressure treated wood posts.  Mr. Bunton said he 

understands that if the house is sold the person who purchases the house would be responsible for coming 

before the Commission if any changes are to be made on the property.   

 

Ms. Rosenbaum questioned the plants that will be used.  Mr. Bunton said that planting materials will come 

from the same stock as recommended by the State of CT Guide.   

 

Mr. Milazzo made the motion to approve Application 15-1209 subject to the following conditions:  1) 

Wetland markers to be placed on the property at intervals that are acceptable to the Commission.  2) The 

Planting Plan be submitted and approved by the IWC Chairperson.  Mr. Liston seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   
  

II.  Other Business 

 

      1.    Notices-of-Violation, Cease & Desist & Restore Orders, Notices-to-Appear   
            

                     a.     N.O.V.  64 Rocky Top Road – clearing of trees & removal of vegetation                          

                     b.    N.O.V.  251 Welton Street – oil spill or discharge               
 

Ms. Rosenbaum reviewed a letter dated June 1, 2015 from Mr. Jeffrey Brown, LEP, Environmental Compliance 

Services.   

                                                           
                     c.     N.O.V.  Lot 10-Benham Hill Estates (aka 0 Benham Hill Place)  

                      Failure to repair & maintain stormwater detention basin               

       
All Notices-of-Violation remain tabled.   

 

           2.    Review Site Inspection Schedule     
 

No Site inspections scheduled 

 

          3.    Review of February 4, 2015 Meeting Minutes    

 

Ms. Kallenbach made the motion to approve the February 4, 2015 Meeting Minutes.  Ms. Jensen seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

  

                  Review of May 6, 2015 Meeting Minutes   

 

Ms. Lakin made the motion to approve the May 6, 2015 Meeting Minutes.  Mr. Shadle seconded the motion.  The 

motion passed unanimously.   

        

       4.    Other Business 

 

Ms. Rosenbaum advised the Commission that trees have been removed from Moretti Park and the parking lot has 

been restored.  However, the planting of trees and the placement of wetland markers has not been done.   
 

Mr. Vocelli stated that he went to the site and was unable to locate any wetland markers.  When the de minimis 

ruling was done it was with the assumption that five native trees would be planted to replace the trees that were 
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removed.  Mr. Vocelli contacted the Public Works Department and they will put up the medallion markers.  He was 

told that the five trees slated to be planted at the site have disappeared and it is unknown when they will be replaced.  
Once the trees are planted, there is a water source at the site which will allow the trees to be watered.  Mr. Vocelli 

will continue to follow up with Public Works to make sure that the work gets done.  Mr. Kops suggested that Mr. 

Vocelli go through the Assistant Town Engineer to follow up on the matter.  Mr. Vocelli will seek Mr. Fuller’s 

assistance.   

 

Ms. Rosenbaum thanked Ms. Wilson for the Site Inspection report.   

 
Ms. Rosenbaum asked for a motion to cancel the August 4, 2015 meeting.   

 

Ms. Lakin made the motion to cancel the August 4, 2015 meeting.  Mr. Shadle seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed unanimously.   

 

              Election of Officers 

 
Ms. Rosenbaum asked for nominations for Chairperson.   
 

Mr. Shadle nominated Ms. Lakin for Chairperson.  Mr. Milazzo seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously.    

  
Ms. Rosenbaum asked for nominations for Vice-Chair. 
 
Ms. Lakin nominated Mr. Shadle.  Mr. Milazzo seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
Ms. Rosenbaum asked for nominations for Secretary.  

 
Ms. Lakin nominated Mr. Milazzo, Mr. Stone seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Ms. Rosenbaum stated that she has enjoyed her time as the Chairperson and thanked the Commission and Planning 
Staff for their work.   

 

The Commission and Planning Staff thanked Ms. Rosenbaum for her time and commitment to the IWC.   
 

       5.    Adjournment 

   

A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Lakin and seconded by Mr. Milazzo.  It passed with no dissenting votes.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.   

  

Submitted by:   ______________________________________      

                           Stacy Shellard-Clerk of the Commission                    


