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Hamden Government Center

2750 Dixwell Avenue

Hamden, CT  06518

Tel:  (203) 287-7070

Fax:  (203) 287-7075

May 14, 2009

AGENDA:  THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION, Town of Hamden, held a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, May 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Thornton Wilder Hall, Miller Memorial Library Complex, 2901 Dixwell Avenue ,Hamden, and the following was  reviewed:

Commissioners in attendance:





Joe McDonagh, Chairman










Ed Grant










Ralph Riccio










Don Moses










Lesley DeNardis










Bob Roscow










Gerald Dimenstein










Peter Reynolds








 

Ralph Marottoli, sitting for Ann Altman






Staff in attendance:






Leslie Creane, Town Planner










Dan Kops, Assistant Town Planner










Tim Lee, Assistant Town Attorney










Stacy Shellard, Clerk 

A.   Regular Meeting:


 1.   Planning & Zoning Commission By-Laws

          
Discussion to amend and refer to the Legislative Council 

Mr. McDonagh reviewed the existing By-Laws.  He discussed with the Commission the different applications that the Planning Section and the Zoning Section review.  The new By-Laws would expedite applications and all applications would be heard by the full Planning and Zoning Commission that would meet two times a month.   A vice-chair position would be established.  The By-Laws would read Chair and Vice Chair.   The Commission Clerk is a staff person and not appointed by the Mayor.  Mr. Kops, Assistant Town Planner advised the members that the proposed by laws would become effective one week from today if approved.  Because of the pending applications he recommends that the effective date be August 1, 2009.  

The Commissioners discussed the need for two meetings of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Ms. Creane, Town Planner stated that this would allow for the applications to be expedited. Also, if there were nothing on an agenda, the meeting could be canceled.  

Mr. Lee, Assistant Town Attorney stated that the request to amend the Planning and Zoning By-Laws must go to the Legislative Council.  The Planning and Zoning Commission is set up through the Town Charter.  The Legislative Council must amend the Hamden Code of Ordinances to eliminate the Planning Section and the Zoning Section.  The full Planning and Zoning Commission would have all of the power.  To amend the proposed By-Laws, a Public Hearing would have to take place.   Mr. Kops stated that the Planning and Zoning Commission with 9 members would allow for a greater range of input from commissioners and result in more reasoned decisions.  Mr. McDonagh stated that the proposed By Laws would remove items 2,3 and 4.   

The Commission discussed the role of the alternates and if they are allowed to sit at a meeting when they are not needed.  Mr. Lee advised the members that alternates can sit at a meeting, but are only be allowed to vote if they are sitting for a commissioner who is not present.  Mr. Kops advised that when needed they use the alternates on a rotating bases. 

Mr. Grant made the motion to recommend to the Legislative Council that it amend the Hamden Code of Ordinances, eliminating the Planning Section and the Zoning Section, and transferring their authority and responsibilities to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Mr. Reynolds seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  


 2.   Special Permit and Site Plan 06-1082



2556 & 2566 Dixwell Avenue



 Medical Offices



Request for Bond Release, Current Bond $45,666.00

              Doug Rollins, Applicant 

Mr. Grant made the motion to add the request for Bond Release for Special Permit and Site Plan 06-1082 to the agenda.  Ms. DeNardis seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Ms. Creane, Town Planner, stated that there are 3 item left to be completed.  The Commission would be authorizing the Zoning Enforcement Officer to release the bond in the amount of $45,666.00 when the work is completed.  

Mr. Reynolds made the motion to release the Bond in the amount of $45,666.00,  when the Zoning Enforcement Officer is satisfied that all work has been completed.  Mr. Moses seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

B.   Old Business/ New Business

       1.  Review of April 14, 2009 Minutes 

Mr. Roscow made the motion to approve the Minutes of April 14, 2009 as written.  Mr. Reynolds seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Mr. McDonagh reviewed the letter received from Hugh Manke dated April 29, 2009 with regard to the Tire Pond.   .

C.   Adjournment

Mr. Moses made the motion to adjourn.  Mr. Reynolds seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Submitted by:
__________________________________________



Stacy Shellard, Clerk of Commissions 




Town of Hamden


Planning and Zoning Department


									








