
MINUTES OF THE HAMDEN VETERAN’S COMMISSION,
SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITY ROOM, MILLER COMPLEX, 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2010 AT 5:30 P.M.

Commissioners Present:  Mr. Conway, Mr. Laffin, Mr. Mallory, Mr. McCarthy
Mr. Oakes, Mr. Shultz, Mr. Slater, Mr. Weil

Absent:    Mr. DiSorbo, Mr. Ortoleva, Ms. Pavlis

Guests:     Ryan Cleckner, Peter Curtis, Brian Gregorio, Mr. Levy

Approval of Minutes – December 1, 2009 – APPROVED AS WRITTEN.

Mr. Oakes announced Peter Laffin’s appointment to the HVC.  He also introduced Mr. 
Cleckner and Mr. Gregorio from QU.  He also informed all that Mr. Ortoleva has had a 
very serious operation but plans on being here for our February meeting. 

December 31, 2009 – 12:00 noon - Veterans Home, Rocky Hill – Cancelled due to 
weather.

Memorial Day Parade, May 31, 2010 – Mr. Conway stated that we’re probably facing 2 
years not having the Old Town Hall. He feels the route should remain the same – keep 
the reviewing stand - where it is and then just determine where the ceremonies will be 
held.  “Ideally, I’d like to see us come back to the Veterans Memorial.”

Mr. Weil suggested ending the parade at the Memorial.  Mr. Conway stated there’s a very 
large crowd of people that go from the Middle School down to Town Hall.  He believes 
the area between the Middle School and the end of the parade we have 40% of our parade 
watchers.   And, that’s where all the parents of all the youth participants are waiting for 
their children.

Mr. Slater distributed an illustration with 3 possible designs for the HVC Lead Banner. 
Parade Lead Banner shall read “Town of Hamden Memorial Day Parade” with the logo. 
The Commission banner shall read “Town of Hamden Veterans Commission”.

Mr. Oakes asked Mr. Slater to get the prices and also noted he will need 1600 flags for 
the cemeteries.  Mr. McCarthy asked for pencil sharpeners to whittle the ends of the flags 



(dowel stick) thus making it easier to insert the flags into the ground.  Mr. Oakes will 
coordinate a meeting with the parade committee and the Mayors office for January 21st at 
3:30p.m.  He will email all once confirmed.  

Options for the ceremonies are:  Go back to the Memorial or Go to the Legion.

Bands – Mr. Slater would like to get another Fife & Drum.  Mr. Laffin will try to find a 
drum & bugle corps or possibly split his unit. His band & field music are getting so big 
they’re battling each other for who’s going to play.

Grand Marshal – It was discussed and agreed upon at the last meeting to ask the parents 
of Capt. Sklaver to be Grand Marshals for the 2010 Parade, in honor of their son.  Mr. 
Oakes will compose the letter for the Mayor’s office to send to Capt. Sklaver’s parents.  

Discussion on alternate Grand Marshal.  Mr. Shultz stated "Before we ever had the 
Memorial over here, the only thing we had in the Town of Hamden that honored veterans 
was Freedom Park.  Freedom Park was the result of a lady in Town who went out and 
really worked hard and got it done.  She got her husband and her minister to help out.  Up 
until we came up with the idea of having the mother & father of the young man (Capt 
Sklaver) it was definitely who I wanted to have done it this year.  What I'd like to do - if 
they do it this year, I'd like to nominate for next year - and she can bring her husband 
along".

Mr. McCarthy added:  "They're civilians.  You usually have the civilian half and 
somebody that was in the service.  I'd like to see you and your wife (Abner & Cindy 
Oakes) walking together as the military half and the Sklavers in front as co-Grand 
Marshals."

Mr. Slater also mentioned John Carusone (Army vet) as a possibility. 

VAD – May 28, 2010 – Mr. Oakes spoke with the VP Weinbach's office this morning. 
They will send the contract.  Same place as before.  Last year we had roughly 100 
veterans and 400+ students.  "I am afraid that this year we may have even more students".

Discussion moved to guest speakers.  Linda Schwartz and Atty. General Blumenthal will 
be there as well as Susan Bysiewicz.   

Mr. Ortoleva sent a note to Mr. Oakes stating; "You can rely on me staying involved in 
VAD.  I have all the materials to create the new student books.  My only suggestion is 
that we seriously consider raising enough money to do some 4-color mini-posters that can 
be mailed out to schools and veterans groups to increase participation". 

Mr. Oakes feels it important to try and get young veterans involved like Ryan & Brian 
involved because our WWII Veterans are beginning to diminish.  

Mr. Gregorio said they might be able to put out an announcement through one of the 
school newspapers and/or an internal website posting.  The Law School has their own 
internal newspaper (400 students).  Undergrad has it’s own at 5000+ students.



Mr. Weil gave an overview of VAD.

Quinnipiac University Veterans Association – Mr. Oakes introduced Ryan Cleckner 
and Brian Gregorio and asked them to tell the HVC about themselves and their 
organization.

Mr. Cleckner got out of the Army in 2003.  He served in First Range Battalion in 
Savannah, Georgia.  He was a sniper and a sniper team leader and had been to 
Afghanistan a couple of times.  He was, “fairly banged up’ when he came home – 
limping around, using a cane (hips & knees very bad).  He went to VA Hospital in 
Phoenix…he shared his experience with the VA system.   

6 years later he is still fighting the VA.  “You can't just sue the government, but you've 
got to do something”.  And he decided he would go to law school.  And he's going to do 
the best he can to be a veterans advocate and make sure veterans that don't have any idea 
of what they're supposed to be doing - actually know what they're supposed to do.  

He left a dream job teaching at a government contracted sniper school - and went to QU 
where he met Brian.  “I started looking at the organizations on campus - just about every 
group of people you could describe is represented at the law school - except veterans”. 
He knew there were veterans attending QU and that veterans law is a huge area of law 
that is growing right now.   But, there's no veterans law courses.  There are no veteran’s 
law organizations in law schools, so we really have a need growing out there in the legal 
field without a source feeding it.  

He and Brian talked about it and decided they wanted to start and organization and talked 
to the faculty and the administration and they backed them up.  In a nutshell - it's not a 
club.  It's listed as one with the school, but the idea is to try and teach more law students 
about veteran’s issues and show them there is a whole field out there that needs to be 
represented.  Mr. McCarthy advised them to get involved with a service organization.  It's 
a key component.  They could help you immensely. 

Brian Gregorio is a lifelong CT resident.  Went to college outside of Boston.  Wrote his 
senior thesis on Battle of the Bulge, 101st Airborne.  He enlisted in the Mass. National 
Guard with an option that they call active first.  It's basically 2 years active duty and 
finish out your contract as a reservist.  His job was an interrogator/linguist at the time, 
right outside of Cambridge Mass. There was a unit that was working with law 
enforcement at a federal level that was doing a lot of narcotics stuff, counter-terrorism. 
Seemed very interesting for a very young man - 22 years old.  Really didn't see any 
downside to it.  

Unfortunately, while in CA, the Army was undergoing a different sort of experiment with 
their training.  They wanted to do language training in addition to the interrogation 
training.  They wanted to get interrogators out into the field that were able to speak the 
language, get real world experience before they went back to their units.  He shared his 
experience regarding his ankle injury.  He didn't want to get it looked at until he got 
stateside.  Something wasn't right.  At that point he decided the Army would not perform 



any surgery on him.  The doctor he saw did not inspire confidence in him.  He let it go for 
a couple of years.  He wanted to get his qualifications and wanted to get back to his unit.  

That was a mistake.  He moved back to CT.  His ankle got worse and worse.  He 
transferred down to CT Guard and decided to go toYale (hospital).  He had a 2 1/2" 
floating bone shard.  He was 23 years-old.  He decided to have surgery done on his own 
insurance - mostly because of the horror stories he'd heard and he wanted it done right.   

Law school was something he always wanted to do.  The military was a way to bolster 
his resume, get a little more experience, grow up a little bit.  When he met Ryan - within 
a couple of weeks they realized there were no veterans groups.  “Is it possible he and I 
are the only veterans?  Or people just don't want to admit it?  Or they just don't know”?  

Mr. Mallory commended them both and stated, “You need support from guys like us”.
Mr. Oakes will try set up a meeting for Ryan & Brian with Richard Blumenthal.  Mr. 
Weil asked that they send him an email and he’ll forward it along to his contacts.  It was 
suggested that they participate in VAD as well. 

Mr. McCarthy had a couple of items to note.  #1 – We need to purchase another stone for 
the monument.  There’s around 25 names to be added.  #2 – The February date for 
Veterans Exemptions is February 2nd.  #3 – Columbus house is opening a 40-bed unit on 
Jan. 21st for homeless veterans.  #4 – The American Warrior Project – trying to put on 
extra 2 flights. They need donations ($).   HVC is geared to support the veterans – Can 
we do something?  He spoke again on women currently serving in the military.  

Mr. Conway reported on the lighting at the Veterans Memorial Auditorium.  In 
conversation with Hamlet Hernandez, it was agreed they can turn 2 lights from the 
Memorial to shine on the building. The HVC would have to get permission from the 
school to do that.  The Town will have to get permission from PW to let the BOE 
electrician put the lights in.  Mr. Hernandez said they would ‘foot the bill’ if we gave 
them the okay to tap into the lights/the electricity that’s there.  

Mr. Shultz made a motion to authorize the work to be done.  Seconded by Mr. Weil. 
The vote was unanimous.  Motion passes.

Meeting Adjourned 7:01 p.m.

Submitted by: _______________________________________
Deborah Gaiolini, Commission Clerk
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