
Town of Hamden Human Rights and Relations Commission 
Minutes of the regular meeting of 

September 8, 2016 
Unapproved/Draft 

 

Attendance:   David Lee Asbery, Tracy Bowens, Michelle Forte, Wanda Anderson Harris, 

Ganiyu S. Mimiko, Martha Walker, and Steve Wilson. 

 

Absent:  Aissa Lugo 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman Asbery opened the meeting at 7:13 p.m. at Hamden Government 

Center.  Roll call was then held and it was determined a quorum was present. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Mr. Asbery requested a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. 

Bowens made the motion to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2016 meeting, as presented.  

Ms. Forte seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Media Comments on Agenda Items: Nothing at this time. 

 

Correspondence:  Nothing at this time. 

 

Old Business:   

a. Mr. Asbery reviewed the movie event (Bridge to the Ballot) that the HRRC held this 

past June.  It was agreed that reserving the Senior Center was the ideal location; we 

had a great exchange during the Q&A session; and we should take schedule a second 

movie in spring 2017.  The suggestion was made to continue the series, work with 

the high school to increase student attendance providing the next movie is the anti-

bullying publication.  Messrs. Asbery and Bowens agreed to contact and met with 

Principal Levy at the high school. 

 

New Business:   
a. Mr. Asbery raised the subject of the HRRC holding an open dialogue with the 

Hamden Police Department and maybe include members of the community. 

The Commission would like to work with them to promote any programs and 

services that are currently offered to our town.  Further discussion was held and in 

conclusion, Mr. Asbery will invite Police Chief Wydra to a future meeting and Mr. 

Bowens will draft an agenda prior to the meeting. 

b. Mr. Asbery recommends the HRRC set up an essay or writing workshop for high 

school students.  Several had offered suggestions and ideas for the approach to set up 

the program.  The Commission will conduct some research and draft the program. 

c. Ms. Forte suggested the HRRC hold an information table at upcoming Town events, 

such as the Food Truck event.  It was agreed to move this project to the spring. 

 

Mr. Asbery requested a motion to consider and review a college writing workshop for 

the high school students for the upcoming year.  Ms. Walker moved to approve the 

motion as presented and seconded by Mr. Wilson. 
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The request was made to collect a copy of the Town Charter focused on the Human Rights 

and Relations Commission.  Ms. LeMoine will obtain a copy and forward to the 

Commission. 

 

Executive Session, if requested – Not at this time. 

 

Mr. Asbery welcomed our new member, Steve Wilson, to the Commission. 

 

Next Meeting:  

The next meeting will be Thursday October 13, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. the Third Floor 

Conference Room, Hamden Government Center. 

 

Adjournment:   
At 8:28 p.m. Mr. Mimiko motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Harris.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 
 

Recorded by,  
 

Patrice A. LeMoine 
 

Clerk for the Commission 

 

 


