
Town of Hamden 

Human Rights and Relations Commission 
Minutes of the Special Meeting 

October 20, 2016 
Unapproved/Draft 

 

 

Attending:  Commissioners:  Tracy Bowens, Michelle Forte, Ganiyu S. Mimiko, Martha 

Walker, and Stephen Wilson.  Absent:  Wanda Anderson Harris and Aissa Lugo.  David Lee 

Asbery (via telephonic).  Clerk: Patrice LeMoine. 

 

Call to Order:  Vice-Chairman Mr. Bowens called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. at the 

Hamden Government Center.  A roll call was held and for the record, Mr. Bowens noted a 

quorum was present. 

 

Correspondence:   Mr. Asbery received a call from a Hamden resident regarding a problem 

with a neighbor in the complex.  He/she resides in a coop and one of the residents owns a 

pet, as a service companion.  The obsessive barking at night has been an issue and as much 

as the resident has addressed the issue with the owner of the dog, the property management, 

and the board, but nothing has been resolved.  There are extenuating circumstances due to 

the owner being special needs, but the resident is looking for some advice or 

recommendations from the HRRC.  Ms. Walker has some experience in this area regarding 

housing and regulations.  She advised Mr. Asbery regarding the three types of dogs:  a 

service, a companion and a pet dog/cat.  The resident needs to review the bylaws, rules and 

regulations that the Coop has approved.  If the noise level has reached a level of nuisance or 

disturbance, there are still rights owed to the neighboring residents.  Everyone can recognize 

the level of respect to the dog owner, and his/her situation, however, there are requirements 

that the owner must obliged to the residents.  There is a town ordinance for all residents to 

recognize and abide by as well. 

 

Mr. Asbery will contact the resident and share the information. 

 

Old Business:  

 

Revisit the Project Recommendations:  The Commissioners reviewed the work that was 

conducted over the last month.  Some changes were made to the student committees and the 

Commissioners lost their support to help in setting up future projects.  Mr. Asbery may 

reach out to former commissioner, Chris Vega, to work with the HRRC and find a contact to 

set up a future event.  The Commissioners still need to set up contacts with the schools and 

student groups to help advertise the next event. 

 

Preparation for high school student to prepare for college prep exams.  Mr. Asbery is 

conducting some research to set-up a writing workshop.  Mr. Asbery is coordinating a trip to 

New York for Hamden students to attend a college conference.  A flyer will be distributed to 

the members of the Commission.  He would like some suggestions and support to help this 

trip be a success.  The cost per person is costly, but will be worth the trip, very beneficial for  
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both student and parents.  He explained further about the program available at the 

conference. 

 

Ms. Walker is meeting with Mayor Leng and she will discuss some areas of concern from 

the HRRC. 

 

Mr. Bowens revisited the subject of meeting with the police department.  He will draft a 

program similar to a program that was created for another town.  He strongly believes the 

HRRC can invite Police Chief Wydra to a future meeting and look to see where we can help 

promote some of the programs the police department provides. 

 

The model that the HRRC is looking to promote is for awareness to the residents of the 

community.  Mr. Bowens and the commission agreed to prepare a list of three questions and 

share among each other.  Create a list by October 30
th

. 

 

Mr. Asbery spoke in depth about the flyer regarding the bus trip for high school students.  

This scheduled for November 12, 2016.  At the conference, there will be 40 colleges, 

workshops, financial aid stations.  Please share the flyer with anyone you would benefit to 

attend the workshop. 

 

Upcoming movie:  The commissioners discussed the chosen movie and the set up for the 

proposed spring 2017.  We will ask Alyson Heimer from the Library Board to attend a 

future meeting.  She has experience in social media and will offer advice to assist with 

future publication of the next movie. 

 

Next Meeting:  The next regular meeting is Thursday, November 10, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  The 

meeting is held at the Hamden Government Center. 

 

Adjournment: At 8:05 p.m. Mr. Mimiko motioned to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Harris. The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Recorded by, 

 

Patrice A. LeMoine 

 

Clerk for the Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 


