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March 19, 2012
MINUTES:  THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, Town of Hamden, held a Public Hearing and  Regular 
Meeting on Thursday,  March 15, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Conference Room, Hamden Government 
Center, 2750 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, CT. and the following actions were taken: 

Commissioners in attendance: Jeff Vita, Chair
Fran Nelson
Bill Reynolds
Wayne Chorney
Andrew Houlding, sitting for Elaine Dove

 
Staff in attendance: Dan Kops, Assistant Town Planner

Tim Lee, Assistant Town Attorney
Stacy Shellard, Commission Clerk
Genovieve Bertolini, Stenographer

Mr. Vita called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m., reviewed the agenda and meeting procedures, and the panel 
introduced themselves.

A.   Public Hearing

1) 12-6452  26 Norman Road , Requesting a variance of the following:  Section 220, Table 2.3 to 
 permit a 17 foot side yard where a 20 foot side yard is required for an addition to the 
 existing garage.  R-2 Zone, Joseph Conte, Applicant

Mr. Joseph Conte, Applicant, addressed the Commission and reviewed the application.  He explained that the 
addition to the garage is necessary because his wife had a double knee replacement.  She has difficulty getting in 
and out of the car because the existing garage is narrow. 
 
Mr. Houlding asked what else would be stored in the garage.  Mr. Conte stated he will also use the rear of the 
garage to store an antique car.  

Mr. Vita asked how wide would be when the addition is added and Mr. Conte replied 16 feet.  

Mr. Chorney asked if there was a watercourse in the area and Mr. Conte replied there is a watercourse located at 
the rear of the property.  Mr. Chorney stated that the existing garage is narrow and the applicant had said that there 
is a medical need to make it wider.  

Mr. Vita asked for comments in favor of the application.  

Ms. Conte, 26 Norman Road, stated that the addition is necessary because she has difficulty maneuvering in and 
out of her vehicle because of a double knee replacement. 

Mr. Vita asked for comments against the application.  There were none.  
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Mr. Vita closed the Public Hearing.  

 2) 12-6453  3540-3550 Whitney Avenue, Requesting a variance of the following: Section 626.3.a to 
  permit a 14,144 square foot lot where 20,000 square foot minimum is required for a 
  animal grooming facility.  T 3.5 zone, Allyson Eliason, Applicant

Mr. Vita advised the Commission that this item is tabled until the April 19, 2012 meeting.  

 B.    Regular Meeting

a. Discussion and voting on Public Hearing items.

12-6452

Mr. Nelson made the motion to approve Application 12-6452.  Mr. Chorney seconded the motion.  Mr. Nelson  
stated that the hardship is that the applicant needs a wider garage for health reasons.  There are bilco doors on  
the other side of the home, so the location being proposed is the only option.  This is a minor variance from 20  
feet to a 17 foot side yard.  

The motion passed unanimously.  

                                 b.          Approve Minutes of January 19, 2012

Mr. Houlding stated that his name should be “Houlding”.  

Mr. Houlding made the motion to approve the minutes of January 19, 2012 as amended.  Mr. Nelson seconded  
the motion.  Mr. Nelson, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Houlding and Mr. Vita voted in favor of the motion.  Mr. Houlding  
made  the  motion  to  enter  into  executive  session.   Mr.  Nelson  seconded  the  motion.   The  motion  passed  
unanimously.    

c.          Old Business

There was none

d.          New Business

Mr. Chorney stated that there are cars being parked on the sidewalk in front of Scarpo’s on lower Dixwell Avenue. 
Mr. Kops said that he will refer this matter to Ms. Holly Masi, Zoning Enforcement Officer to make a site visit.  

Mr. Vita asked if there was any new businesses coming into the Town.  Mr. Kops stated that there are no new  
applications pending at this time.  Mr. Vita asked what the status of the property at 100 Skiff Street and Mr. Kops  
said that there has been no information received.  

Mr. Houlding made the motion to enter into executive session.  Mr. Nelson seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  

Mr. Holding made the motion to exit out of executive session.  Mr. Nelson seconded the motion.  The motion  
passed unanimously.  

e.          Adjournment

Mr. Nelson made the motion to adjourn.  Mr. Chorney seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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The meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m

Submitted by: ______________________________________________
Stacy Shellard, Clerk of the Commission 
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